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SOME OLD MILLS OF ESSEX 


By Tuomas H. ALLBUTT 


SSEX, separated from Kent by the 
E broad estuary of the Thames, is, 

like its neighbor, mainly devoted to 
market gardening. But these for the 
most part are of a much less showy char- 
acter than those of Kent, being devoted 
principally to the more homely descrip- 
tions of vegetables. The general effect is 
somewhat somber, and not one which 
anybody but an agriculturist is likely to 
enthuse over, for vast fields of cabbages, 
cauliflowers, carrots, turnips and onions, 
though very necessary for the well-being 
of a big community like that of London, 
are a bit wearisome to the eye in the ab- 
sence of brighter coloring. 

These fields grow in extent year by 
year as London increases, while the wheat 
which half a century ago formed the sta- 
ple product of the county is driven more 
and more into the background. Not but 
what Essex still produces large quanti- 
ties of wheat of excellent value, and a 
favorite with London millers, but the 
growth of this is now chiefly confined to 
districts where the lack of cheap and 
speedy communication with London makes 
the cultivation of green vegetables less 
profitable. 

This will account for the abandonment 
of so many of the windmills which 50 
years ago were a prominent feature of the 
county. Of water-mills there was never 
any great number, owing to the sluggish 
character of most of the Essex streams, 
which renders the obtaining of driving 
power difficult without a prodigiously 
long chute. 

Looked at on a map, the Essex coast 
appears to bear a striking resemblance 
to that of South Devon, but in reality the 
two are very different, for the Essex 
coast is flat, and its inlets and harbors, 
which can at no time have been very 
picturesque in appearance, have been ren- 
dered even less so by the springing up of 
factories of various: kinds, so that what 
picturesqueness exists has mostly to be 
sought for inland. There are exceptions 
to most rules, and even the Essex coast is 
not entirely without “beauty spots,” but 
the beauty of these is comparative only, 
in contrast to the lack of beauty of the 
coast line generally. 

Perhaps the most interesting place on 
the coast is Walton-on-the-Naze, a little 
town built on the low, narrow neck of a 
curved peninsula bearing the high ground 
of the Naze itself. In front of the town 
is the open sea, and close up at the rear a 
broad backwater on the edge of which 
stands a martello tower and two quaint 
old mills. One of these is a “stump” 
windmill of the type common in Sussex, 
the other a tidal water-mill. The position 
of the latter is natural enough, but it is 
difficult to understand. why the windmill 
should have been erected where it is, so 
close to the water and so little above its 
level. 

The prettiest portions of Essex, and 
the most interesting in their associations, 
are to be found in the western half of 
the county. A great part of this was, in 
days of yore, covered by the great forest 
of Waltham, the two surviving portions 
of which are now known, respectively, as 
Epping Forest and the forest of Hainault. 
The latter, which is comparatively small 
in extent, is pretty fully described in Sir 
Walter Besant’s novel “All in a garden 
fair.” 

Clese to the northwest corner of it is 
the long village which Besant—let us hope 
exaggeratedly—depicts as the paradise of 
retired bankrupts. His description of it 
in other respects is so wonderfully accu- 
rate that any one who has read his book 
will recognize the place at a glance. Its 
real name is Chigwell Row. 

Epping Forest, a little to the west of 
Hainault, is some 10 miles in length, and 
is the picnic ground of East-end Lon- 
doners. Well I remember watching in 
my boyhood days the long strings of gay- 
ly painted and profusely decorated 
pleasure vans, with their happy freights, 
passing my godmother’s house at Bow 
on their way to it. Such vans, though not 
quite extinct, are now far from numerous, 
for in these days the East End picnic 
parties for the most part prefer to reach 
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the Forest in a shorter time by suburban 
train. 

About half-way between the two forests 
is Chigwell, the center of interest in 
Dickens’ tale, “Barnaby Rudge.” _Pic- 
tures of the quaint old “Kings’ Head” inn 
—the “Maypole” of the novel and the 
home of that most popular of all Dickens’ 
heroines, Dolly Varden—are so widely 
scattered that almost all readers of The 
Northwestern Miller must be familiar 
with the old building’s appearance. 

Romford, the most southerly of the 
Essex market towns and a few miles from 
Hainault Forest, is a dull little place, 
and though it has a few really old houses 
still standing, they are uninteresting in 
appearance. Time was when the town 
was a busy coaching center, as many as 
40 coaches passing through it daily and 
stopping to change horses at its inns. In 
much earlier times it was of importance, 
owing to its propinquity to two royal 
palaces, Havering and Pyrgo, situated on 
the hillsides a little to the north of it. 

Havering, “the King’s palace,” was 
built by Edward the Confessor, who, be- 
ing a man of sensitive hearing, is said to 
have prayed that the rightingales, with 
which the district abounded, might be 
forbidden to sing in the palace grounds, 
as they disturbed his early slumbers. This 
prayer being granted, the birds were ex- 
iled even from the park, no doubt to the 
disgust of lovers who, wishful to listen 
to their notes, had thenceforth to go 
farther afield to do so. 

Pyrgo was built later, and remained 
“The Queen’s Palace” up to the reign of 
Elizabeth, who took a fancy to Havering 
and handed Pyrgo to an uncle of the ill- 
fated Lady Jane Grey. Both palaces fell 
into ruins centuries ago, the lands of 
Havering being now split up into three 
separate residential estates, while those of 
Pyrgo surround the modern mansion of 
Lord O’Hagan. Under the shade of a 
big tree inside Havering Park may still 
be seen the old parish stocks. 

Hornchurch, a fine old building which 
has given its name to a village about two 
miles southeast of Romford, is so called 
owing to the gable of its chancel (which 
is considerably higher than the nave) be- 
ing surmounted by: a bull’s head with wide 
horns instead of the usual cross. The 
reason of this peculiarity is lost in antiq- 
uity, but among many legends dealing 
with the subject the most popular is that 
the ruler of an adjacent priory, when 
attacked by a wild boar, owed his escape 
from death to the intervention of a wild 
bull which killed the boar and gave the 
prior time to get away. 

Chelmsford, the capital of Essex, stands 
as nearly as possible in the center of the 
county. It is rather more interesting 
than Romford, among its really old .build- 
ings being the fine parish church; but that 
is so hidden away behind other buildings 
that a really complete view of it is scarce- 
ly obtainable. 

It has a massive tower, from the center 
of which springs a spire so short and 
slender as to convey the idea that it has 
only just begun to grow, and will be 
better worth looking at in a few years’ 
time. The interior of the church is very 
impressive, especially that of the tower 
and chancel. 

The other public buildings in Chelms- 
ford are uninteresting, being mostly of 
the eighteenth and early nineteenth cen- 
turies, but the town contains come curious 
old houses and shops, packed away among 
more modern ones, and several quaint old 
inns, relics of coaching days. 

The most notable of the latter is “The 
Saracen’s Head,” the favorite hostelry of 
that most genial of novelists, Anthony 
Trollope, who used to put up there regu- 
larly during the hunting season. It is 
said -he used to compose whole chapters 
of his novels while riding slowly to and 
from the meets, and write them down in 
the evening in the hotel smoking-room, 
for he was a great smoker. 

The country round Chelmsford is full 
of picturesque old churches, each one of 
which has some marked liarity of its 
own which makes it worth a visit. Among 


the windmills in the district, the only one 
of any interest is that at Upminster, 


which is still working and has steam 
power attached, The building is of rather 
peculiar appearance, the broad, circular 
tower resting on a framework of timber 
beyond which it projects to some distance. 

Colchester, the largest of Essex towns, 
has several old windmills round it, but 
none of these have any particular interest. 
There are, however, three old water-mills 
which more than compensate for the lack 


of anything interesting about the wind- ‘ 


mills. Of these Middle mill and Lexton 
mill rely for their attraction on their 
charming situations, for both are, struc- 
turally speaking, rather of the common- 
place order. 

Middle mill would seem to derive its 
name from the fact of its occupying a 
narrow strip of ground fronting on each 
side to broad, lakelike expanses of the 
river Colne. The very plain contour of 
the mill itself is relieved by its having 
attached to it at one end a pretty little 
millhouse and some very old farm build- 
ings. Lexton mill stands higher up the 
river on the edge of a marshy backwater 
which looks as if it would be a paradise 
for eel-fishers. 

The third mill, that of Bourne Pond, is 
so fantastic in its style of architecture as 
to lead to the supposition that it must 
have been erected as an adjunct to some 
lordly mansion which has long since dis- 
appeared. It is said to be very old, a 
fact which careful examination of the 
front would seem to confirm, though the 
side walls and chimneys look almost as 
fresh as if they had been built only yes- 
terday. ‘The mill wheel is inside the 
building,—a further proof of age,—the 
water power coming from a large pool at 
the rear. 

On the river Stour, a few miles north 
of the town, is another old water-mill of 
special interest, inasmuch as a picture of 
it painted by Constable adorns the walls 
of the National Gallery in London. This 
is Flatford mill, where Constable him- 
self worked as a boy under his father, 
before his artistic talent brought about 
his removal to a different sphere of 
action. The whole block of buildings is 
picturesque, though scarcely. as much so 
as when the artist painted it. I was 
fortunate enough to get a photograph of 
this mill, taken before the outbreak of the 
war, for the district is now a “prohibited 
area,” strictly tabooed to scenic photog- 
raphers. 

The “Hub” of Essex is undoubtedly 
the little town of Waltham Abbey, 
“Harold’s Town,” as its lovers delight to 
call it. The abbey was founded before 
his accession by the last of the Saxon 
kings, and to its magnificent church his 
remains were brought by nuns for burial 
after the battle of Hastings. The church 
was magnificent alike in size, architecture 
and embellishment, being nearly as large 
as Westminster Abbey, and with its pil- 
lars and arches profusely inlaid with 
gold and silver. 

Most of the earlier English sovereigns 
paid frequent visits to the place, which 
was within easy reach of Havering and 
“convenient to the Forest,” and Richard 
II took sanctuary there from Wat Tyler 
and his friends. Henry VIII himself 
spent a good deal of his time at Waltham, 
where he had a small house. This is still 
standing in a very old but far from hand- 
some row of houses known as Romeland, 
so called owing to the rents being claimed 
by the Pope. 

A story is told locally illustrative alike 
of the bluff king’s fondness for a joke and 
his love of money. Returning early from 
hunting one day, and his own dinner not 
being ready, the king donned a suit of 
clothes belonging to one of his attendants 
and strolled across to the abbey to see if 
he could pick up some sort of a meal 
there. 

He was made very welcome and, being 
by his bearing and costume a man of 
some ‘consequence, was invited to seat 
himself at the abbot’s own table. There 
he did such ample justice to a roast sirloin 
that the abbot declared himself envious 
of his guest’s appetite, saying that his 
own was so poor that he could’ barely 
manage the wing of a chicken, and he 
would willingly give a hundred crowns to 
be able to dispose of beef in the way his 
visitor was doing. 

A few days later the abbot, to his con- 
sternation, found himself arrested on an 
unspecified charge and conveyed to the 
Tower of London, where he was kept for 
a week on a scanty diet of bread and 
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water. Then a nicely cooked sirloin wi. 
set before him, and it can well be imag 
ined what justice he did to it. 

Just as he was finishing his meal , 
flourish of trumpets announced the arriv:,! 
of the king, who, after an amused glance. 
at the remains of the sirloin, assured tl, 
trembling ecclesiastic, to his intense 1 
lief, that the only charge he had to brin. 
against him was that of having becon): 
possessed of another man’s appetite, i), 
payment for which he would trouble hi: 
for a hundred crowns—his own valuatio), 
of a few days previously. He added th: 
if the abbot at any time stood in need «| 
a similar cure, he would be pleased {., 
administer it on the same terms. 

The abbot, thankful to find there w: 
no more serious charge against him, du! 
handed over the hundred crowns, an! 
laughed at the king’s joke as folks hay 
always laughed at kings’ jokes fro 
times immemorial. 

Closely adjoining the church ther 
stood until a few years ago—it has sin 
been destroyed by fire—the old wate) 
mill given to the abbey by the wife o 
Henry I in exchange for a valuable pl. 
of ground in the City of London. 

The loss of such an old relic of a 
tiquity is much to be regretted, as it ha:| 
substantially remained unaltered from th: 
time it was built. A footpath passin, 
the site of the mill leads to a remarkal)): 
old Saxon bridge, which must have bev) 
a beautiful little structure in its time, ». 
the arch, which now stands unsupporte:|, 
and is closed to traffic, had originally the 
support of five richly carved ribs 
washed from beneath it during a hea\, 
flood. 

In the town is still standing the house 
where Cranmer and his colleagues met io 
discuss the question of King Henry's 
divorce from Catherine of Aragon, 
also the one where Foxe wrote his “Book 
of Martyrs.” Lovers of church music 
will be interested in hearing that Tallis, 
the composer of the music so general!) 
used for the responses in thé Anglica 
Church service, was organist of Walthain 
Abbey. 

The old timber-fronted mill at Ponder’s 
End, shown in the last illustration is, 
strictly speaking, in Middlesex, but beiny 
situated on the eastern side of the River 
Lea, with only a narrow strip of growin 
between it and the boundary of Essex, it 
is generally counted as one of the Mills 
of the latter county. 

Itself some 300 years old, it occupies 
the site of a very much older mill dating 
from early Plantagenet days. My first 
recollections of it were many more yeirs 
ago than I like to recall. It then stood 
almost by itself in open country, and | 
have an old photograph of it—far too 
much faded for reproduction—takcn 
through the trees on the opposite side, 
and making the old place, with its reflec- 
tion in the still water, look quite pictiir- 
esque. 

The place from which the photogra)h 
was taken is said to have been a favorite 
haunt of Charles Lamb, who lived in the 
near neighborhood, and it is probable 
that more than one of the “Essays of 
Elia” was mapped out by him while 
seated there. But times change, I 
claims to rurality and _picturesquen ss 
have long since vanished, and Ponde:'s 
End now stands surrounded by a mass «f 
tall factory chimneys, useful but by 110 
means ornamental. 





Meaning of ‘‘Cafe’’ 


The Northwestern Miller has been 
asked for a definition of the word “ca /c” 
used in transactions in provisions. V\'i- 
ous authorities were appealed to, ‘ut 
without other than facetious resu'ts. 
Finally the Armour Grain Co., Chicayo, 
furnished an explanation. It says: 

“This term is used in connection with 
transactions in provisions. It was orizi- 
nally used as ‘ca.f” (not found in 
the dictionary), meaning ‘cost’ and 
freight” However, on account of ‘lic 
telegraph companies charging for three 
words when the letters ‘c.a.f.’ were uscil, 
the custom was inaugurated of usi¢ 
the dictionary word ‘cafe’ in lieu of 
‘cat, ” 





It is stated that the Holland gove'- 
ment has taken over so much space on {/c 
Holland America Line that only about 
10 per cent will remain for general caryo 
after Jan. 1. 
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“(This here scheme of the warrin’ nations makin’ people 
eat Whole wheat bread,” said Old Dad Fetchit, of 
the Fish River Roller Mills, “reminds me a good deal 
of Mis’ Fetchit’s sister’s boy Henry. Mis’ Fetch- 
~>>it's sister had a power of kids around, an’ Henry, - 
When the cows begun to run dry, Would jest fill up 
f the waterin’ trough. It made enough 





| milk to go around but the milk was 
'/[ might) short of fattenin’ pow- 
Her Ar’ leavin’ the feed into 
4 flour is jest the same as water- 
gin’ milk, no matter Who does it.” 












SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY 

ew millers are making any attempt to 
take advantage of the golden opportunity 
ollered by the present world-wide discus- 
sion of the cost of existence. This indus- 
try manufactures the one food which, 
thove all others, combines wholesomeness 
with the greatest nourishment for the 
least cost; yet in the whole industry 
hardly a handful of millers are giving 
more than indifferent attention to im- 
pressing this truth upon the public. 

it is true that many millers habitually 
send out a sort of envelope insert, or 
“stuffer,” bearing some rather trite fig- 
ures showing the comparative value of 
flour and other food articles. These are, 
of course, well enough in their way, and, 
as a matter of fact, it was regarded as a 
considerable vietory when millers were 
first persuaded to use them. The trouble 
is that not one in ten thousand of these 
vets further than the distributor or deal- 
er. They carry nothing to the consumer. 

Other millers, limited in number, pay 
greater or less attention to flour value in 
connection with their gy os a adver- 
tising. Very few, however, bring out the 
relative cheapness of flour in convincing 
fashion; the others make incidental ref- 
erence to the subject, apparently fearful 
that the copy will be weakened if too 
great stress is placed upon anything other 
than the name of their own brand. 

In this they are exceedingly short- 
sighted. With the newspapers filled with 
discussions of living expenses, nothing is 
surer of being read than an advertisement 
offering a method of reducing cost. An 
advertisement convincingly setting forth 
the food worth of flour in comparison 
with other commodities will have ten 
readers where the customary flour brand 
idvertisement has one. The clever adver- 
liser always adapts his copy to the pre- 
vailing thought of his readers. 

The thing is simple. Every one is dis- 
cussing the cost of living and the value 
of things which have to 4 bought, espe- 
cially foods. Millers are producing the 
food which offers incomparably the great- 
est value for the money paid, and which 
exceeds all others in wholesomeness as a 
standard diet. What manufacturer, or 
what other great manufacturing industry, 
would overlook the opportunity offered 

\ this combination of circumstances? 

On another page of this issue is shown 
how one miller of the Southwest is edu- 
citing housewives in food values. Both 
in the unique window display and in 
ewspaper advertisements, he tells a sim- 
le story which: carries conviction. There 
‘s no complication of decimal points and 
percentages, but a plain and easily under- 
‘ood showing of just what a sack of 
flour means in food worth; that, at a cost 
ol two dollars and twenty-five cents, it is 
the equivalent in nourishment value of a 
ham, a half-bushel of atoes, six dozen 
ees, a half dozen packages of cereals, a 
piece of cheese and seven cans of con- 
lensed milk, purchased at an outlay of 
seven dollars. 

Che variations on this theme, both in 


the way of copy for advertising and in 


exhibitions and window displays, are end- 
less. The truth so presented carries an 
argument that is not readily forgotten, 
and with even a fair proportion of the 
members of this industry giving attention 
to the wonderful possibilities of such 
object-lessons, the cumulative effect would 
be enormous. 

Almost all the objections to the price of 
bread, and all the foolish talk about an 
embargo on wheat, are the result of 
ignorance of the relative cheapness of 
bread, which is cheaper, with flour at ten 
dollars a barrel, than any other food 
commodity would be at half its present 
price. Based on its wholesomeness and 
value in diet as compared with other 
foodstuffs, flour is today as cheap as 
shoes would be at two dollars a pair, 
railway travel at a cent a mile, coal at 
two or three dollars a ton, car fares at 
three cents or gasoline at eight. Whether 
compared with foods or with any other 
article of everyday use, it is the cheapest 
commodity in the world. 

If millers would take the trouble to 
present these truths visibly, accurately 
and convincingly to the public, it would 
not be long before the consumption of 
flour would show their acceptance by 
people everywhere. 


IN REMEMBRANCE 

With this issue of The Northwestern 
Miller there appears, as a supplement, a 
reproduction in colors of a painting by 
Mr. N. Sotheby Pitcher, of London, show- 
ing the steamship South Point, carrying 
the cargo of the Millers’ Belgian Relief 
Movement, crossing the North Sea. 

The original of the painting, a splendid 
work of art, hangs on the wall of the 
office of The Northwestern Miller. Be- 
side it hangs another painting by the 
same artist, and equally fine, which shows 
the steamship Missouri, carrying the cargo 
of the Millers’ Russian Relief Movement 
into the harbor of Libau. 

It seemed fitting that these two notable 
events should be commemorated by suit- 
able historical paintings, and it was for 
this purpose that The Northwestern Mill- 
er gave to Mr. Pitcher the commission 
which he has executed with such fidelity 
and success. The reproduction is here- 
with presented to enable millers who so 
generously contributed to the Belgian 
oy cargo to secure a copy of the orig- 
inal. 
The passage depicted in the painting 
was made under unusual conditions. The 
following extract, descriptive of it, is 
from the report of the director of the 
movement: 

“The boats, completely provisioned and 
equipped, were swung out ready for in- 
stant use; double watches were set at all 
points; the pilot, the captain and the 

unior officers were constantly on deck, 

aml a sharp lookout, and every pos- 
sible precaution was taken to avoid con- 
tact with mines. 

“As the long hours of the afternoon 
wore away the weather grew more un- 


favorable and the glass fell steadily. 
Sometimes it was ible to see a consid- 
erable distance ahead; again, a sudden 
snow squall or Figen rain would shut 
out the vision. sea rose and a howl- 
ing wind. ripped one of the streamers 
from its lashings, and a sailor, at the risk 
of going overboard, made it fast again. 
As we went further across the North 
Sea, it grew darker and even more diffi- 
cult to see, and we began to fear that it 
would be impossible to make Maas Light- 
ship before the blackness of a stormy 
night should settle down upon us, and 
we would be obliged to go ahead, trust- 
ing entirely to luck to avoid the mines. 
“At four o’clock, being about two hours 
and a half from safety, we were off 
Schouwen Bank in a nasty sea, with the 
weather steadily growing worse... . 
The captain stepped in for a moment and 
threw off his wet hat and oilskin coat, 
leaving his white sweater exposed. He 
was warming his hands before the little 
stove with its open grate, and making a 
few remarks concerning the pleasures of 
a voyage in the North Sea at this season 
in company with floating mines, when the 
ship suddenly veered to starboard, and a 
sharp whistle was heard. The captain 
darted out the door, not waiting to grab 
his coat and hat. There was a quick rush 
of feet overhead, and I heard men calling 


. out excitedly. 


“T put on my overcoat and followed the 
captain. On deck a sailor, holding fast to 
a rope, pointed out with his hand toward 
a spot on the port side, about amidships, 
and there, not more than a hundred feet 
from the ship, was a mine floating on the 
waves, which the pilot had missed by 
altering the vessel’s course in time. 

“Half an hour later, we passed another 
on the starboard quarter, and shortly 
after clearing Schouwen Bank a third 
was seen, but we avoided all of them. 

“To add to the anxiety of those on 
board, the weather, instead of growing 
better, became worse. Fearful of not 
being able to make Maas Light before 
night set in, the captain instructed the 
pilot, if we failed to reach the safety 
zone of neutral waters by dark, to go as 
near shore as possible, so that, in the 
event of being struck, the ship might be 
beached and thus save the relief cargo, 
which, I am bound to declare, was the 
chief object of solicitude, although none 
of us relished the idea of taking to the 
boats in the nasty sea that was by this 
time running. 

“Steaming full speed ahead, the South 
Point developed her best qualities of 
steadiness and staunchness. It became a 
race against time, lest we be shut out in 
the darkness of night on the tempestuous 
North Sea, in company with infernal 
machines floating with wind and wave. 
We won, picking up Mass Light just as 
night began to close down. . . . Thus 
we brought the cargo, safe and sound, 
into port, from Philadelphia to Rotter- 
dam, across the Atlantic, through the 
English Channel, into the North Sea and 
up the River Maas, around the mine- 
fields and past the floating devils of de- 
struction strewn in her path, and thus 
God’s good Providence preserved it from 
all harm.” 

It will be remembered that in her next 
encounter with the perils of the sea in 
war-time, the South Point was not so 
fortunate. On her return trip to Phila- 
delphia, when off Cape Finisterre, she 
was sunk by a German submarine, ‘and 
now lies at the bottom of the Atlantic. 


PRICE AND QUALITY AGAIN 

A wise and far-seeing. hard winter 
wheat miller recently sent out a letter 
to his salesmen warning them: against 
giving hostages to fortune by using a 
transient low-price argument in selling 
goods. The miller has a well-established 
trade on a fine patent flour to jobbers 
and retail distributors, and, under nor- 
mal conditions, he holds his price on this 


brand on a level with the other best-: 


established, first quality, patent flours 
from both spring and hard winter wheat 
mills. 

This year, because of the disaster to 
the wheat crop of the Northwest and the 
resulting high prices of wheat in the 
spring. wheat milling district, the miller 
finds himself not only able but actually 
forced to sell his flour at a price sub- 
stantially lower than that named on the 
spring patent flours with which he pre- 
viously has competed on an even basis 


803 


in his middle western. territory. Of 
course, all his hard winter mill competi- 
tion is on the same price level with him. 

In ordinary circumstances, any mer- 
chant would regard such a situation as 
a piece of unusual good fortune. To be 
able to dispose of his product at a profit 
while underselling a competitor seems, at 
first glance, like a .very made-to-order 
business condition. 

This far-seeing miller is not, however, 
blinded by the light of his present most 
satisfactory situation. With clear vis- 
ion, he sees that, unless advance pro- 
vision is made, the present ability to sell 
cheaply, although a source of present 
profit, is also a source of future peril. 
The trade, taught for a crop year to buy 
his brand of flour at ten or fifteen cents 
a sack less money than has to be paid 
for some other brand, will have become 
accustomed to the differential and be 
disposed to demand its continuance in 
future. Not only that, but it will grow 
to look upon the relative cheapness of 
his brand as an indication of relative 
quality. 

It is against these two dangers that 
the miller now seeks to safeguard him- 
self by his letter of instruction to sales- 
men, which, liberally paraphrased, is 
somewhat as follows: 

“Beware of the price argument. This 
season, we are in a situation which forces 
us to sell our flour at a heavy discount 
under spring brands. The quality of the 
flour is the samé, or better, than when 
we sold it for even prices with those 
brands. The price condition is due to 
the partial failure of wheat in the North- 
west and the great premiums which mill- 
ers there have to pay for supplies. On 
flour quality, we are still on an even 
basis with flour from there; on price, we 
are selling at a big discount. 

“To us this is a downright misfor- 
tune, for dealers and consumers are like- 
ly to estimate the quality of our goods 
on the basis of the price asked for them. 
You, as salesmen, must combat this dan- 
ger with all your might. You must make 
every jobber understand that the situa- 
tion is only transient; you must, on every 
possible opportunity, explain the condi- 
tion to retailers and, whenever you can, 
to the retailer’s clerks, so they can tell 
the housewives. Make it plain that next 
year our brand will again sell at the 
price commanded in the past, and the 
price which flours of the best quality 
always have to command. 

“Right now we can hear the plaint of 
the dealer ‘when the next crop year 
rolls around. ‘I can’t pay your price,’ 
he is going to say, ‘for my trade is edu- 
cated to buying your flour at ten cents 
a sack less money than “Green and Gold” 
flour, and of course I can’t pay you as 
much as I pay for that brand.’ He is 
going to be ruined as a top-quality, top- 
price customer unless we begin now to 
make it perfectly plain that this lower 
price is a transient incident, due to crop 
conditions, and in no sense a measure of 
flour quality.” 

Good sense, every word of it. Further- 
more, it is evidence of the tremendous 
advance the trade has made in the past 
few years. Only a little while ago, the 
milling section blessed with large crops 
and low-priced wheat regarded itself as 
particularly favored by fortune. Today, 
it sees the dangers which lurk in the 
ability to sell cheaply and takes meas- 
ures of protection far in advance. 

In this there is also, of course, a grain 
of comfort for millers who are placed at 
temporary disadvantage by shortage of 
wheat. In the very fact that they are 
compelled to ask relatively high prices 
for their product lies additional oppor- 
tunity to argue the relation of price and 
quality,—or the value of price as an in- 
terpreter of quality. The difficulties of 
the moment may, therefore, be turned to 
account by them for the establishment of 
greater trade prestige. This seems alto- 
gether fitting,—that the price meat and 
the price poison should go, in a sense, 
together: and, as the years bring their 
crop variations to one section and an- 
other, the advantages and disadvantages 
should have their offsets and balances. 
It serves, besides, to give stimulus to the 
game and, with all opportunities and lack 
of opportunities turned. to account as 
good millers and good merchants nowa- 
days do turn them to account, the busi- 
ness as a whole is made better and more 
profitable. 
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RAILWAY HEARING ENDED 


Newlands Committee Prepares Report— 
Wants Another Year to Complete Work— 
Passage of President’s Measures Urged 


Wasuincton, D. C., Dec. 18.—The 
joint committee of the Senate and House 
of Representatives to investigate rail- 
road problems completed its hearings in 
Washington early last week, and on Fri- 
day met to take the first steps in formu- 
lating its report, which is to be submitted 
to Congress by the middle of January. 

As was anticipated, it very soon became 
apparent that it would be impossible to 
hold the necessary number of hearings 
fully to’ cover the situation and to make a 
complete report. The committee has, 
therefore, decided to recommend to Con- 
gress that its existence be extended until 
Jan. 1, 1918, and to ask for an increase 
in the appropriation for expenses from 
$24,000 to $40,000, 

Inasmuch as the committees on Inter- 
state Commerce of both houses will be 
very busy during the three months of the 
present session considering and reporting 
on the bills recommended for immediate 
passage by the President, it is considered 
impracticable to attempt to hold further 
hearings on the general railroad inquiry 
until after those bills are disposed of. 

Senator Newlands expressed himself as 
emphatic in the belief that Congress 
should act as quickly as possible in carry- 
ing out the President’s recommendations, 
and said: 

“T think that Congress should not per- 
mit the continuance of present conditions 
of the law, under which there can be at 
any time an absolute paralysis of trans- 
portation throughout the country. The 
subject, in my opinion, is so important as 
to warrant an extra session if Congress 
does not have time to act. 

“The public interests as well as the 
interests of the employees themselves 
urge immediate action, in view of the 
shortness of the session and the pressure 
of legislation. The Senate Committee on 
Interstate Commerce, however, has con- 
cluded that hearings must be held. Jan. 
2 has been fixed for this purpose, and the 
committee will be prepared to hear then 
the three parties interested—the railway 
employees, the railway executives and the 
general public.” 

Ricuarp B. Warrovs. 





DOMESTIC TRADE SUMMARY 


Flour Prices Advancing, Which Restricts 
Trade—Mills Not Pressing Sales— 
Millfeed Tending Downward 
[Special Telegrams to The Northwestern 
Miller—Quotations subject to confirmation.] 
Cuicaco, Inu., Dec. 19.—It would be 
quite difficult to give a close range on 
flour values at this time, due to the ir- 
regularity of the wheat market. One 
thing about the trade right now is the 
narrowing of values between northwest- 
ern and southwestern grades. The mills 
in the spring wheat states are rather 
anxious for trade, yet all transactions are 
based on the question of obtaining of 
cars and delivery on contract either for 
prompt or future shipment. It is possible 
to purchase spring wheat patents today 
as low as $7.65@7.90, in jute. South- 
western 95 per cent patents are quoted as 

low as $7.50@7.60, jute. 
C. H. CHatren. 


Purtaverpui, Pa., Dec. 19.—A pretty 
good business was done in flour on Mon- 
day, but prices were subsequently ad- 
vanced in sympathy with wheat, and this 
restricts trade. Quotations, per 196 lbs 
in wood: winter clear, $6.75@7; straight, 
$7.25@7.50; patent, $7.75@8. Kansas 
clear, $7.75@8; straight, $8.25@8.50; pat- 
ent, $8.50@8.75,—all in cotton sacks. 
Spring clear, $8@8.25; patent, $8.50@ 
8.75; favorite brands, $8.75@9.25. City 
mills’ choice and fancy patent, $8.85@ 
9.25; regular grades winter clear, $6.75 
@7; straight, $7.25@7.50; patent, $7.50@ 


4.40, 





SamuE t S. Danrets. 


Boston, Mass., Dec. 19.—Local flour 
situation unsettled and nominal. Prices 
advanced today 25@35c on all grades. 
Buyers are only meeting immediate needs, 
as they are afraid of the market. Minne- 
apolis patents, $9.25; spring country pat- 
ents, $8.65@9.15; special short patents, 
$9.65@10,—all in wood. Spring first 
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clears, in sacks, $7@7.90. Kansas patents, 
in sacks, $8.10@8.75; Kansas cut-straight, 
$7.70@7.90, in sacks. Millfeed dull and 


easy. 
Louis W. DePass. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., Dec. 19.—Flour trade 
very quiet, due to approaching holidays 
and unsettled conditions in the wheat 
market. No export. Millfeed dull, with 
prices tending downward, and only a lim- 
ited local demand. 

Perer DERLIEN. 


Battimore, Mp., Dec. 19.—Flour slight- 
ly firmer, but buyers refuse to do any 
more trading until after the holidays. 
Millfeed easier on spring, steady on soft 
winter, and quiet throughout. 


Cartes H. Dorsey. 
Kansas Crry, Mo., Dec. 19.—Demand 
for flour is somewhat more active on the 
stronger markets. However, business is 
still rather quiet. Mills are not particu- 
larly pressing sales. R. E. Srerurne. 





BRITISH RULES STATED 


Federation Receives Official Notice—Regula- 
tions Still Put Difficulties in 
Miller’s Way 


Secretary Husband, of the Millers’ 
National Federation, issued on Dec. 16 
a bulletin containing the following state- 
ment, received by the Federation from 
the British embassy: 

“The Board of Trade has considered 
the position of importers of flour in re= 
gard to the flour and bread order of 
1916. It has accordingly given express 
authority that order (may be accepted?) 
for the manufacture, until further no- 
tice, of bread or other articles of food 
from any imported flour, which though 
not complying with the requirements of 
the order, satisfied the following condi- 
tions: 

“1, That North American spring wheat 
flour so imported is not’ whiter than a 
sample representing straight-run flour 
manufactured in Glasgow from North 
American spring wheat, of a grade not 
lower than No. 3 northern Manitoba, at 
the time that the imported flour was pur- 
chased. 

“2. That other wheat flour so imported 
is not whiter than a sample representing 
a straight-run flour manufactured in the 
ordinary course of business in the mills 
of the district of the port of entry at 
the time that the imported flour was 
purchased. 

“Flour already purchased for importa- 
tion, whether it has already arrived or 
not, will be deemed for this purpose to 
have been purchased on Dec. 12, 1916. 
The samples referred to above will in 
all cases be taken under government 
supervision, and will be made available 
for inspection at the earliest possible 
moment. 

“The Board of Trade has also consid- 


ered the question of flour required for 
use at sea. Pending further experiments 
as to the keeping qualities for extended 
sea voyages of flour milled in accordance 
with the order, it will be prepared on 
application to grant temporary licenses 
for the milling of flour guaranteed to be 
for use at sea otherwise than in accord- 
ance with the terms of the order.” 

In commenting on this, the Federation 
bulletin adds: 

“We appreciate that the above gives 
little definite information upon which a 
miller in the United States may work; 
at the request of the British embassy we 
have stated the difficulties encountered by. 
a miller in trying to produce a product 
to meet these requirements, pcinting out 
that American millers would naturally 
hesitate to make shipments of flour which 
is to be compared with a type sample of 
which they have no knowledge. We have 
also asked for a specific answer whether 
clears and low-grade flours can be im- 
ported under second provision.” 





Eleven Months’ Exports 


New York, N. Y., Dec. 18.—Exports 
of wheat and flour from the leading At- 
lantic and Gulf ports for the 11 months 
ended Nov. 30, 1916, as shown in the 
following table, present some striking 
changes from the figures of the corre- 
sponding period in 1915. The most con- 
spicuous increase is in New York’s wheat 
exports, which have increased some 30,- 
000,000 bus over the preceding year. 
Portland, Maine, also shows a remark- 
able gain. Wheat exports from the Gulf 
ports, on the other hand, have fallen off 
materially. 


Wheat and flour exports (000’s omit- . 


ted): 
Wheat, bus Flour, bbls 
From— 1916 1915 1916 1915 
New York ... 109,870 79,881 5,102 6,788 
Baltimore ... 41,479 29,339 1,875 748 
BOGOR oc ices 18,081 11,966 1,036 693 


Philadelphia.. 36,159 28,395 1,345 1,158 
Newport News 3,158 2,125 1,076 150 
Portland, Me. 27,951 9,433 340 155 
Galveston 22,774 33,212 112 206 
New Orleans. 21,192 29,764 5,137 1,449 


W. QUACKENBUSH. 





Wants Federal Flour Mill 


Wasuineton, D. C., Dec. 18.—Con- 
gressman George M. Young, of North 
Dakota, introduced on Thursday, Dec. 
14, a bill proposing the installation of an 
experimental flour mill and also chemical 
and baking laboratories to aid the. secre- 
tary of agriculture in establishing stand- 
ards of quality and conditions of wheat, 
barley, and other grains. 

This bill is introduced to carry out 
some of the provisions of the grain stand- 
ards act passed last August, the mill to 
be erected at Washington and the experi- 
ments conducted here, under the charge 
of experts in the Department of Agri- 
culture. 

Ricuarp B, Warrovs. 





December 20, 1916 


THE WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT 


Production of Flour at Milling Centers—Per- 
centages of Activity of Mills Compared 
with Maximum Output 


The attached table gives the flour output 
at milling centers for the last two weeks, 


with comparisons, in bbls: Dec. 18 Dec. 14 

Dec. 16 Dec. 9 1915 1914 
Minneapolis ...329,995 350,145 465,975 371,685 
Duluth-Superior 13,375 41,920 27,700 10,025 













Milwaukee ..... 6,500 6,500 26,000 13,500 
Totals ...... 349,870 398,565 519,675 395,219 
Outside mills*..146,485 ...... 235,470 ...... 
Ag’gate sprg.496,355 ...... 765,145 ...... 
St. Louis ...... 34,100 34,350 33,600 34,200 
St. Louist . - 44,700 46,500 45,800 51,00 
Buffalo .... - 124,800 122,200 163,950 131,65 
Rochester - 10,200 13,160 18,100 11,90 
Chicago 18,750 23,500 24,000 18,509 


Kansas City. i 57,600 61,400 70,800 57,75: 


Kansas Cityt...262,475 270,670 ...... 204,995 
BORGES seccscss 37,000 27,200 43,700 28,70 

Toledof ....... 82,320 70,160 79,725 69,77 

Nashville** .... 95,325 138,600 109,995 95,40 

Seattle ........ 22,750 22,700 31,595 26,76 

Tacoma ....... 50,860 62,460 40,715 .... 


PERCENTAGES OF ACTIVITY 


The following table shows the percentages 
of activity of mills at various points. Th 
figures represent the relation of actual week 
ly output of flour, as reported to The North 
western Miller, to possible output on ful! 
time schedule, operating six days per week: 


Dec. 18 Dec. 19 
Dec. 16 Dec. 9 1915 1914 
Minneapolis ...... 64 67 §104 N 
Duluth-Superior .. 31 §112 77 2s 
Outside mills* .... 57 54 91 63 
Average spring.. 60 65 96 
Milwaukee ........ 54 54 §106 ’ 
Bt: -Leewds .nccccces 84 84 82 84 
BE. AeOUish 6 0 oe cece 74 77 76 85 
po es 75 73 99 96 
Rochester ........ 50 65 90 60 
GREGRRS <0 0.00 bgese 63 90 92 62 
Kansas City ...... 81 90 99 81 
Kansas Cityft ..... 94 90 +r 83 
DIOGO cvccsstcore 77 57 91 60 
POleaog *. oss cveves 72 64 78 66 
Nashville** ,...... 65 62 79 64 
ee 55 55 77 5 
TACOMA cecccccees 89 92 70 
Average ....... 68 74 94 3 
Minnesota-Dakotas 60 65 96 73 
Other states ...... 71 73 _ 84 73 


Flour output for week ending Dec. 16 at 
all above points shows a decrease of 6 pe 
cent compared with week ending Dec. 9. 

*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills, out- 
side of Minneapolis and Duluth. 

+Flour made by mills outside of St. Louis 
but controlled in that city. 

tFlour made by group of Missouri River 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills outside of Kan 
sas City. 

{Flour made by central states mills, in- 
cluding those of Toledo. 

**Flour made by southeastern mills, in- 
cluding Nashville. 

§Operating seven days per week. 





London Exchange at Minneapolis 


London exchange at Minneapolis was 
quoted as follows: 


Sight 3-day 60-day 
Dec. 13...$4.75% $......@4.76 $4.71% 
Dec. 14... 4.75% 4.75 @4.761-16 4.71% 
Dec. 15:.. 4.75% eoeee + @4.751-16 4.71% 
Dec. 16... 4.75% eee + @4.75 4.71% 
Dec. 18... 4.75% -+»@4.76 4.71% 
Dec. 19 4.75% --@4.75 4.71% 


Three-day guilders were quoted today 
(Dec. 19) at 40%. 





Packing Building, Oatmeal and Flour Mills of the Quaker Oats Co.’s Peterboro, Ont., Plant in Flames 
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MANY DIE IN MILL FIRE 


Canada’s Most Disastrous Mill Fire May 
Have Cost a Dozen Lives—No Decision 
as to Rebuilding A a 


Toronto, Ont., Dec. 18.—The destruc- 
tion of the Quaker Oats Co.’s flour and 
oatmeal plant at Peterboro in the fire of 
Monday, Dec. 11, was practically com- 
plete. It, was the most disastrous mill 
tire Canada has ever known. The value 
of plant and contents was over $1,000,000. 

Ihe most regrettable feature was the 
loss of life and injuries to employees. 
six are known to be dead, nine are miss- 
ing and eight injured, all men. Some of 
the injured may not recover. An inquest 
now being held is expected to reveal the 
cause of the fire. 

No information as to rebuilding the 
plant has been given out, but it is quite 
probable that this will be done. It is 
also reported that the Quaker Oats Co. 
has under consideration the purchase of 
one or two other mills in Canada. The 
mills were both exceedingly busy at the 
time of the fire. 

The burned plant was one of the best 
in Canada, and its loss was a great calam- 
ity to Peterboro and the country. These 
mills carried on a very large domestic 
business in eastern Canada, as well as an 
export trade of considerable volume. 


A. H. Barrey. 








Ocean Room Scarce 

Ocean flour space to United Kingdom 
ports is unobtainable for December ship- 
ment and, for January, only isolated lots 
could be placed the last week. For Feb- 
ruary shipment, space to the principal 
ports is now in such demand, but so little 
is available, that it is impossible to obtain 
options or reasonable assurance in ad- 
vance of the actual tender of the goods. 

Freight rates do not reflect this situa- 
tion, as ordinarily would be the case, since 
there appears to be a settled policy on the 
part of the steamship lines to accept the 


schedule rate on such room as they are 


free to offer for a given term of ship- 
ment. f 

Rates on commodities other than wheat 
flour, and stowing in the same measure- 
ment space, are double to treble what is 
asked for flour. 





Armours Buy Buffalo Mill 

Burrato, N. Y., Dec. 18.—The Armour 
Grain Co., of Chicago, has purchased the 
property here formerly owned by the 
Buffalo Cereal Co., and is now operating 
the plant. There will, however, be no 
change in the name, or in the personnel 
of the force, at least for the present. 

The mill has a capacity of 500 bbls 
rolled oats, 6,500 bus high-grade white 
corn goods, 25 carloads of feed and 100 
bbls of granulated meal. It also has 
corn-oil extraction and molasses feed 
plants. The elevator has a storage capac- 
ity of 175,000 bus. ‘The feed mill, ware- 





houses and elevator are of re-enforced 
concrete, and the cleaning-house is also 
of fireproof construction. The plant was 
built about 15 years ago, and has been in 
continuous operation ever since. 

The Armour organization at present 
owns a mill at Milwaukee, the Buffalo 
mill, and has under contract the building 
of an oat mill in Chicago. This latter 
plant, however, will not be ready for 
operation for some time. No wheat flour 
is being made in any of the mills. 

E. BanGasser. 





NORWAY GOVERNMENT MILL 


Government Leases Milling Plant at Bergen, 
with Right to Purchase—Will Make 
Rye and Wheat Flour 


A private letter just received from 
Bergen, Norway, by The Northwestern 
Miller, says that the Norwegian govern- 
ment has just taken over the Vaksdal 
Molle, belonging to the firm of Gerdt 
Meyer. ‘The owners are to receive a 
monthly rental dating from Dec. 1, and 
the government will operate the plant on 
wheat, barley and rye. The government 
also takes the right of purchase of the 
"nage at a later date, the price to be fixed 

y estimate or appraisal. 

The Vaksdal mill is the largest in Scan- 
dinavia, having a 24-hour capacity of 
2,800 100-kilo bbls for rye and barley, 
and 700 bbls for wheat flour. 

A recent Scandinavian visitor in 
America stated some weeks ago that 
plans whereby the government would 
shortly take over milling and supervision 
of flour and wheat supply had been ma- 
tured, and that the date of action was 
only a matter of time. He also stated 
that the general policy of the government 
would favor the operation of home mills 
on imported wheat in preference to the 
purchase of foreign flour. 





Death of Veteran Wisconsin Miller 

Cuicaco, Inu., Dec. 18.—T. A. Willy, 
of the firm of Willy & Co., millers, Ap- 
pleton, Wis., died at his home in that city 
on Friday, Dec. 15, at the age of 71. 
Services were held at his home on Sun- 
day, and interment is today (Monday) at 
Madison, Wis. 

Mr. Willy and his elder brother, the 
late S. R. Willy, were among the pioneers 
in Wisconsin flour-milling. S. R. Willy 
came to this country from Kingsbury, 
Somersetshire, Eng., settling in Appleton 
in 1853. In 1855 he entered the milling 
business, his younger brother joining him 
in Appleton in 1866. When S. R. Willy 
died, in April, 1914, he had been active 
in milling at Appleton for 59 consecutive 
years, and his brother was associated with 
him during the greater part of that 
period. The mill was gradually increased 


in size, and is now of 500 bbls daily 
capacity. 

The two brothers occupied a unique po- 
sition in the milling industry, through 
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their long service together. Their concern 
was conspicuous for its sound, conserva- 
tive management, and for its scrupulous 
adherence, in all transactions, to the high- 
est business ideals. They were prominent 
in the Wisconsin State Millers’ Associa- 
tion, of which the elder Willy was presi- 
dent from 1906 to 1908. After almost 
half a century of close association with 
his brother, T. A. Willy was left to carry 
on alone the affairs of the company for 
less than three years. : 
C. H. Caren. 





CONGRESS IS VERY ACTIVE 


Many Bills Demand C ideration—C: it- 
tees Busy with Bills Concerning Food- 
stuffs—Embargo Unlikely 


Wasuinoton, D. C., Dec. 18.—With the 
short session of Congress under way, 
Washington is now busy with the legis- 
lative programme. A great number of 
annual reports from the various depart- 
ments have already been put forth, ad- 
dressed to the President or to Congress, 
and containing recommendations of de- 
partment heads for consideration. It is 
apparent that the short session has a large 
programme ahead of it, and that only by 
close attention to constructive work will 
it be possible to enact into law the recom- 
mendations of the President and also 
many important bills that have had their 
origin in Congress during the past year 
and a half. 

It had been expected that the President 
would recommend a definite act by Con- 
gress authorizing the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to permit an increase of rail- 
road freight rates, if it could be shown 
that the operation of the eight-hour law 
was excessively burdensome to the roads. 
The President has not, however, made 
such a recommendation, saying merely 
that the Interstate Commerce Commission 
already had such power, and could act if, 
in its judgment, conditions warranted an 
increase. 

As predicted, a large number of bills 
were introduced on the opening days re- 
lating to the present high prices for food 
products. Some of them proposed em- 
bargoes, others regulation of the trans- 
portation of food products in this coun- 
try, and in addition there were introduced 
a number of joint resolutions proposing 
an investigation of the whole question of 
the cost of living. 

Most of these bills and resolutions were 
referred to the Committee on Interstate 
Commerce, which will have a very large 
amount of work on its hands in connec- 
tion with the very important railroad 
bills that are referred to it, and that must 
be considered and reported during the 
present session. These will be given the 
right of way. The impression grows 
stronger day by day that there is little 
prospect for the passage of any act 
establishing embargoes. 


Ricwarp B. Wartrovs. 

















































The Peterboro, Ont., Mill Fire Shortly after the Collapse of the Main Elevator 
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ARGENTINE HARVEST NOW 


Threshing Already Under Way—Official Esti- 
mates Show Further Reductions 
“in Crops 

Buenos Arres, Dec. 19.—(Special Ca- 
ble)—Abundant ‘rains are now falling, 
but the gathering in of the crops is pro- 
ceeding regularly, and threshing has 
begun. 

The official estimates of the total yields 
now are: wheat, 2,100,000 metric tons 
(77,000,000 bus of 60 lbs); linseed, 134,- 
000 tons (5,260,000 bus of 56 Ibs); oats, 
490,000 tons (33,760,000 bus of 32 Ibs). 

W. J. Lamp. 


Argentine Crops 


Wheat, corn, linseed and oats crops of 
Argentina, by crop years, in thousands of 
bushels, as officially reported: 

Wheat Corn Linseed Oats 

1916-16...... Vk mer 39,278 75,129 
1914-15...... 168,468 338,235 44,308 67,261 
1913-14...... 113,904 263,135 39,171 60,981 
1912-13...... 187,391 196,642 44,486 75,783 
Poot. Res 166,190 295,849 22,634 69,169 
pi) 146,981 27,675 28,424 47,192 
1909-10...... 131,010 175,187 28,212 36,483 
1908-09...... 156,000 177,000 41,291 68,600 
1907-08...... 192,489 136,057 43,333 33,949 
1906-07...... 155,993 71,768 32,502 12,400 

Argentine Exports 
Wheat, corn, linseed and oats exports 


from Argentina, by calendar years, in thou- 
sands of bushels, as officially reported: 


Wheat Corn Linseed Oats 
ee 46,810 36,029 12,563 25,120 
Oe 92,172 173,223 38,658 40,898 
ot ae 36,028 139,451 83,131 24,426 
BeePvacesceve 103,328 189,239 40,026 61,410 
BURR v g60 066 ve 96,484 190,352 20,290 61,824 
eer 83,896 4,928 16,369 35,259 
| | See 69,142 104,727 23,812 25,699 
oe 92,263 89,499 34,928 29,049 
BOGS 6 ccccvees 133,441 67;390 41,558 30,360 
BOGE c hc edeses 98,392 60,262 30,066 9,936 
BOOS ooccsice 82,501 106,046 21,199 3,688 


*Six months, January-June, 1916. 





Premier’s Speech Affects Market 

Cuicaco, Itz., Dec. 19.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—Wheat at the high point today 
was up 18%4c for May from the low point 
of last week. Lloyd-George’s speech in 
the British Parliament was at first con- 
strued as bullish, and prices advanced, 
but it had a bearish tendency as well, and 
later a 7c break followed. 

Millers are after wheat, but the scar- 
city of cars and congestion prevent 
shipments. Little wheat is offered. Prices 
were higher early, and then reacted. No 
change in premiums. All good bulges 
run into selling orders. 

C. H. CHanten. 





New-Crop Manitoba Wheat Yields 

The following table shows the percent- 
ages of flour, bran and shorts obtained 
from No. 3, No. 4 and No. 5 Manitoba 
wheat of the 1916 crop in experiments 
conducted by Dr. F. J. Birchard in the 


Winnipeg laboratories of the Dominion 
government: 

No.3 -—No. 4 7--No. 5—- 
Sp’l Sp’l 

Bran and clean- 
ing loss ....-.. 24.56 26.0 27.0 27.5 31.0 
Coarse shorts.... 2.5 2.0 3.0 5.0 2.0 
Fine shorts ..... 3.0 3.5 3.0 4.5 4.5 
POO SGsineecis. 70.0 68.5 67.0 63.0 62.5 


Corrected results on Nos. 3, 4 and 3, 
with milling loss distributed, and based 
on 13% per cent moisture in both wheat 
and flour (other results subject to slight 
correction due to irregularities of mois- 
ture content) : 


No. 3 No. 4 No.5 
Of ccc Sab mahecukens 28 29 34 
PU “Lv Sakedabeaddas ae 72 71 66 


Weekly Flour Exports 

New York, Dec. 19.—(Special Télegram)— 
Exports of flour, given in barrels, trom all 
Atlantic and Gulf ports for the weeks end- 


ing on following dates, were: Dec. 18 Dec. 19 

Destination— Dec. 16 Dec. 9 1915 1914 
London ... - 45,000 23,000 46,214 49,641 
Liverpool ...... 7,000 8,000 1,860 9,241 
Glasgow ....... 21,000 80,000 4,281 36,514 
DME deenivegew ‘<ense 7,000 4,107 18,000 
a ee 8 eee Re) ‘antes 
ae 6,000 ae 1,000 
ee ee er eee 450 3,000 
France - 10,000 38,000 58,504 45,662 
DES. 6 KKc eens moon. DRO «aces ~cdans 
NS os vase cs  tebes Cee” waked ~ <6 te xe 
Rotterdam 4,000 22,000 ..... 14,214 
Christiania Gee: Sance  cetewse ocwea 
Copenhagen 2,000 











Norway, Sweden ..... 

SEE se hevseds” ¢avé-c i. Bere 

GY itineraries 9,000 8,000 10,214 

Hayti Cetev ee 3,000 2,000 8,854 

San Domingo .. ..... 2,000 3,193 

Other W. IL.’s... 42,000 49,000 24,331 

Cen. America... 24,000 14,000 33,054 

SEE. ea Ac oe & 13,000 4,000 34,349 

Other S. A. . 7,000 4,000 6,522 

 MeeOOMe s ksads Jenks 363 

Gibraltar ...... €.000 65,000 2266s “evens 

Co Pe 10,000 51,000 1,833 1,551 
Totals ....... 222,000 468,000 289,836 221,815 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
decreased 20,150 bbls. The output (week 
ending Dec. 16) was 329,995 bbls, against 
465,975 in 1915, 371,665 in 1914 and 329,- 
700 in 1913. This week a further de- 
crease may be expected, as only 16 mills 
are in operation, and these are working 
under difficulty on account of car short- 
age. In the corresponding week in 1915, 
Minneapolis mills turned out 389,135 bbls. 

Minneapolis and interior mills last 
week increased their sales somewhat. 
While a good many important mills sold 
not over 50 to 60 per cent of their output, 
others disposed of all the flour they made, 
or better. The medium-sized mills ap- 
pear to have done a fairly good business, 
booking orders to the extent of their out- 
put or more. Some mills ran only part 
of the time, and their sales compared with 
output were large. 

Comparatively few buyers got in on the 
big break of 12c bu on Friday. While 
some were too slow, the majority were 
sanguine that the market would go lower, 
and before they knew it, there was re- 
action and their opportunity was lost. 
In a comparatively few instances, buyers 
got in on the break, part of the business 
being in the nature of acceptances by 
millers of bids which previously had been 
made by buyers. 

The heavy fluctuations in wheat, and 
particularly the big decline of Dec. 15, 
fairly paralyzed buyers, and losing all 
their bearings, they are now in a quan- 
dary what to do. Those who had old con- 
tracts in force at comparatively high 
prices were panicstricken on the break, 
and in a few instances there’ were prompt 
efforts made to either cancel orders or 
induce millers to reduce prices of flour 
booked at the top, to the basis of the 
lower quotations. However, all these pro- 
posals have been resolutely rejected. The 
advance of lle since Friday has in some 
measure placated the buyers who were 
alarmed over the market of that day. 

Where there is buying, it usually is in 
smali quantities, three carloads being 
about the limit for big trade. Business 
in mixed cars of flour and feed is heavy 
in volume. Bakers are taking a little 
flour off and on, while jobbers are doing 
comparatively nothing. The family and 
warehouse trade has improved somewhat. 
A few big bakers negotiating for round 
lots were too slow, and the market got 
away from them. 

Directions are only fair. However, 
with .the mills seriously handicapped by 
car shortage, they are not displeased that 
instructions are not freer. 

Though most mill did no export busi- 
ness, there were isolated cases where 
pretty fair quantities were sold. Two 
local mills sold 8,000 bags of second clear 
in London at around 49s 6d per sack. An 
interior mill was reported to have booked 
considerable flour in Irish markets. Most 
mills are unprepared to make offers of 
flour to the United Kingdom. In in- 
stances they are waiting for samples to 
represent government requirements, while 
in other cases they are simply awaiting 
developments. 

Some mills have a liberal amount of 
first clear to offer, and are disposed to 
shade prices to move it. Others report 
this grade of flour being sold as fast as 
made, and comfortable as to orders. The 
foreign demand for second clear is brisk, 
and the mills could sell more of this grade 
at satisfactory prices if ocean room was 
available. That was the only thing that 
— in the way of good sales in the last 
week, 


Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for standard patent a range of $8.30 
@8.90 per 196 lbs in wood. 


Millfeed is dull and weak. There is 
no demand, either in the East or the 
West. Jobbers do not recall a time when 
the demand throughout December was as 
light as it has been this year. 

Prices are very unsettled and irregu- 
lar. Some Minneapolis mills are hold- 
ing quotations nominally unchanged in 
mixed cars. Others,- however, are offer- 
ing both bran and standard middlings 
for prompt and deferred shipment at 
$2@6 ton under recent high points. 
Sales of bran on track were reported 
during the week at $22@23 ton, in 100-lb 
sacks, Minneapolis, and standard mid- 
dlings at $23@24. Jobbers assert they 
could buy round lots at even less, were 
they willing to make firm bids and con- 
tract now for future delivery. 

Sentiment is mixed. While distress 
offerings on track naturally depress the 
market, it is felt that conditions could 
change quickly, especially since the pro- 
duction is much below normal. 

Flour middlings are holding up well, 
and do not show the weakness bran and 
standard middlings do. There are no 
surplus offerings of them. 

Red dog is an export proposition now, 
and the domestic trade is not interested. 
Jobbers have resold, to mills, red dog 
coming to them on old contracts. Bids 
were received during the week on the 
basis of about $50 ton, in 140-lb jute, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis. Some could be 
worked abroad at this price if ocean 
room was obtainable. 

Mills quote bran at $22@28 ton, in 
100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis; standard 
middlings, $23@31; flour middlings, $30 
@36; red dog, $40@44,—latter in 140-lb 
sacks, 


MINNEAPOLIS MILLS IN OPERATION 


Of the 25 Minneapolis mills the fol- 
lowing 16 were in operation Dec. 19: 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

George C. Christian & Co.'s mill. 

National Milling Co.’s mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A, 
C and E mills. 

Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., A, B, Anchor 
and Lincoln mills. 

Russell-Miller Milling Co.’s mill, 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A (one-half), B, C 
(one-half), E and F mills, 

Yerxa, Andrews & Thurston’s mill. 


FLOUR OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports of 49 mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth, with a total 
capacity of 42,550 bbls, show that in the 
week ending Dec. 16 they made 146,485 
bbls of flour (representing 659,000 bus of 
wheat), against 235,470 in 1915. 

Forty-nine “outside” mills last week 
shipped 6,490 bbls of flour to foreign 
countries, against 8,575 in 1915. 


SPRING WHEAT MOVEMENT 


There was a heavy falling off in wheat 
receipts at Minneapolis and Duluth last 
week, the decrease aggregating 1,718,000 
bus, of which 1,182,000 was at Minne- 
apolis. 

In these figures.is reflected the light 
movement and the slowness of the rail- 
roads in handling wheat. The country 
movement is very small, and the quantity 
in the country elevators does not compare 
with the amount usually carried. While, 
without a carrying charge, there is strong 
inducement for the elevator companies to 
get wheat to the terminal markets and 
sell it, the serious blockade in the termi- 
nal yards works to restrict the ration 
of flour mills, and the reflex of this is 
found in the depressed cash market. 


Grain men feel that it is better to keep 
their grain in the country, rather than 
bring it to Minneapolis, where they have 
to-sell it under-unfavorable conditions. 
Though the quantity of wheat, as well 


as of other grain, left on farms is be- 
lieved to be small, farmers have taken 
due note of the recent heavy decline in 
prices and appear to be holding back 
what grain they have left. Then, with the 
weather stormy and the mercury around 
10 to 20 below zero, farmers are disposed 
to not do any more hauling than is neces- 
sary. 
Klevators all through Montana are 
filled to the roof with grain. Farmers 
are experiencing more difficulty than 
heretofore to find room at country houses 
where the grain can be taken in. A little 
wheat is coming to Minneapolis from 
Montana, but the amount, considering the 
large crop in that state, is comparatively 
small. 

Illustrating how slim the movement of 
wheat is, the manager of one line com- 
pany operating about 75 houses in North 
Dakota reports not a single bushel re- 
ceived Dec. 18. The inclement weather 
caused farmers to stay at home. Another 
company, operating about 250 houses, re- 
ports its receipts at about half what they 
were a week or two ago. A number of 
interior elevators have been closed for 
the year. 


MIN NEAPOLIS-DULUTH WHEAT RECEIPTS 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and 
Duluth last week aggregated 3,088,000 
bus, a total decrease from the preceding 
week of 1,718,000 bus. At Minneapolis 
the decrease was 1,182,000 bus, and at 
Duluth 536,000. 

For the week ended Saturday, Dec. .16, 
receipts of wheat were as follows, in 
bushels (000’s omitted) : 

1916 1915 1914 1913 1912 


Minneapolis .... 2,237 5,651 2,882 3,377 4,260 


Duluth ........ 851 3,319 594 1,313 1,677 
Totals........ 3,088 8,970 3,476 4,690 5,937 
Duluth, bonded. 89 77 16 82 110 
Totals.......> 3,177 9,047 3,492 4,772 6,047 


Elevator stocks at Minneapolis and 
Duluth on Dec, 16, in bushels (000’s omit- 
ted), were: 

1916 1915 1914 1913 1912 
Minneap’lis 12,092 8,636 17,676 17,516 16,447 
Duluth ..... 4,483 3,883 8,653 10,778 4,350 





Totals. ...16,575 12,519 26,329 28,294 20,797 
Duluth, b’d'd 904 58 48 444 435 





Totals....17,479 12,577 26,377 28,738 21,232 
CROP-YEAR RECEIPTS 


Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Sept. 1, 1916, to Dec. 16, 
1916, were as follows, with comparisons, 
in bushels (000’s omitted) : 

1916 1915 1914 1913 


Minneapolis .. 52,911 85,392 60,588 650,234 
Duluth ....... 16,528 75,723 47,346 49,669. 





Totals....... 69,439 161,115 107,934 99,903 
Duluth, bonded 2,195 3,032 1,061 2,392 





Totals....... 71,634 164,147 108,995 102,295 
THE CAR SITUATION 


The flour mills and elevators of Minne- 
apolis appear to be affected more seri- 
ously than heretofore by the scarcity of 
boxcars. This is restricting shipments 
and the operation of mills. The mills are 
generally choked up with flour and feed, 
and unable to get’ sufficient cars in which 
to ship. 

One manager today stated that he had 
50,000 bbls of flour in warehouse at his 
mill, all ready to ship, but the necessary 
cars were not to be had. In many cases, 
the mills have flour and feed loaded in 
cars, but owing to the embargoes in force, 
they are unable to get bills of lading 
signed. 

The mills, in shipping as much flour 
and feed as they do, are greatly helped 
by the availability of wheat-ladened cars 
from the Southwest, which are reloaded 
with mill products as they are emptied, 

The elevators of Minneapolis are prac- 
tically filled with grain. The railroad 
yards in and about Minneapolis are con- 
gested, and the greatest difficulty is ex- 
perienced in getting wheat from the ter- 
minal: houses to the mills or out of the 
city. Not only does this mean added ex- 
pense to the owners from the cost of 
insurance and interest on money, but 
where they sell, it has to be on a de- 
pressed cash market. 

A great deal of grain is reported to be 
tied up on its way to the East, this being 
particularly true of that destined for ex- 
port. It appears that the necessary 
steamers to receive the . 
and the grain forms a part of the large 
amount of traffic in transit. 

On Dec. 15, the Milwaukee road placed 
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an embargo against shipments to Chicago, 
unless destined to industries on its own 
tracks in that city. The Omaha road took 
similar action Dec. 18. This, they claim, 
is necessary, on account of the conges- 
tion east of Chicago. 

The impression on ’change today wa, 
that a general shut-down of flour mills 
was not improbable, unless there was « 
radical change for the better soon. 

Grain men urge that the placing ot 
embargoes against outlets will not relieve 
the situation. ‘They believe it would be 
better for all interests to co-operate anc 
shut off the shipments from the countr) 
for a while. This would afford an op 
portunity for a clean-up at Minneapolis, 
and prevent the backing-up of grain here. 


WwW. B. WEBB 


W. B. Webb, vice-president . Wabash» 
(Minn.) Roller Mill Co. Born in Skow 
hegan, Maine, Sept. 29, 1882. Graduated 
from Bowdoin College in 1905. From 
that year until 1910, was in the servic: 
of the International Banking Corpora 





tion—nine months in New York, six 
months in London and three years in 
Manila, P. I. In July, 1910, he became 
identified with the Wabasha Roller Mill 
Co., later marrying the daughter of J. 
G. Lawrence, the president. Is general 
manager of the business. 


COMPARATIVE WHEAT PRICES 


The attached table shows the closing 
prices of Nos. 1 and 2 northern wheat 
and December, May and July, in cents 
per bu, on Dec. 19, 1916 and 1915, and the 
high points in November: 

r 1916 ~ Dec. 2 

Close Dec. 19 High pt. 191 
No. 1 north..$1.70% @1.76% *$2.02 $1.21° 
No. 2 north.. 1.65% @1.71% *1.98 1,1 
December ... ......@1.70% %1.97 1.20 
BE 5 6Scie nate baed @1.73% 1.98% 1.2 
OME Ri Siig Poke @1.67% 1.89% 1.2 

*Nov. 9, 1916. tNov. 13, 1916. 

The following table shows the averay: 
prices paid for wheat to farmers at coui- 
try points in the Northwest in cents per 
bu, on Dec. 19, for five years: 

1916 1915 1914 1913 

No. 1 northern. .$1.56 $1.08 $1.13 $ .75 

No. 2 northern.. 1.51 1.04 1.10 .73 
Light-weight or 

no-grade ..... Lie > .96* es. 260 


AFFAIRS OF UNITED FLOUR MILIS CO. 


E. A. Thayer, receiver for the Unit««| 
Flour Mills Co., has something ovr 
$60,000 in cash on hand. Of this, about 
$17,000 came from the holders of tic 
bonds against the property. Part of it 
represented money expended in main- 
taining the plants after the receivers!) 
went into effect, and part from the trai-- 
fer of unmortgaged property. 

The bondholders took over the plants «| 
the x ype valuation of $225,000. Oui- 
standing against the pro so repre- 
sented oan $390,000 in rsa The Al- 
bert Lea mill has recently been dispose! 
of by the bondholders to the Shane Bros. 
& Wilson Co. 

About $30,000 in railroad claims a" 
in process of collection. These are |) 
the nature of refunds ht, and are i! 
litigation. There is no telling when th 
affairs of the company will be wound u). 

(Continued on page 817.) 
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Demand for flour is very slow. Last 
week’s violent market changes bomen 3 
unsettled trade, rendering buyers fearful 
of taking on new supplies and millers so 
uncertain regardin e future of prices 
that they quoted only on request and only 
then for immediate acceptance. , 

\s a whole, the week brought advan- 
tage to buyers, not only in the lower 
price range but in the increased willing- 
ness of millers to sell at narrower mar- 
gins. Until the past fortnight, millers 
have been feeling very comfortable in the 
possession of a good supply of orders and 
have been disposed to restrict sales and 
to ask good margins. The market break 
has changed all of this. Shipping direc- 
tions are slow, there are some cancella- 
tions, and conditions as a whole cause 
millers to desire to book more business 
and to be willing to make concessions to 
ret it. 

. One Kansas City miller said Friday 
that, aside from purely brand trade of 
the best class, he knew of no place where 
flour could be sold for cost. This indi- 
cates the present pressure on the market. 

No doubt a part of this is created by 
the fact that many interior millers have 
surplus stocks of long wheat. There is 
still a good “paper” profit in these hold- 
ings, but many of them would like to 
make sales of flour to even up with. 

Generally speaking, prices are 60@75c 
bbl lower on the week, but it is almost 
impossible to give more than approximate 
figures, because of the wide range 0 
millers’ views and the sudden market 
changes. On Friday and Saturday, there 
was an outside range of more than $1 bbl 
on the same grade and type of flour. 

A feature of the situation is a better 
export business. This is apparently lim- 
ited only by the ocean freight available. 
Some mills have sold only in a small way 
but others have made substantial book- 
ings, as much as 25,000 to 30,000 bags, to 
United Kingdom ports. Nearly all of the 
business is in “war” flour. 

* #* 


l’eed is a sluggish market, with further 
declines in prices. 
* 


Wheat, after violent changes, closed 
12(@13¢ lower than a week ago, with choice 
milling Turkey selling at 7c and ordinary 
milling wheat 4@5c over the May price. 


KANSAS CITY OUTPUT 


The output of Kansas City mills, repre- 
senting a weekly capacity of 71,100 bbls, 


with comparisons, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: . 
Flour Pct. of 
output activity 
Last weeks «s¢ssubveweeseed 57,600 81 
Week previous ......++e006 61,400 86 
Ye OP AGO seccceciviedeewee * 70,800 99 


lwo years ago 57,750 81 


SOUTHWESTERN OUTPUT 
The output of 65 mills in Nebraska, 
Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, outside 
of Kansas City, as reported to The North- 
western Miller, is here shown: 
Flour Percent- 


Weekly output age ac- 
capacity forweek tivity 
Last week ....... 278,520 262,475 94 
Week previous... 288,120 270,669 90 
Year a80 .scavese 283,020 245,169 86 
lwo years ago... 247,950 204,997 83 


Export shipments by reporting mills 
were 11,426 bbls last week, 9,326 the week 
previous, 14,477 a year ago, and 28,152 
two years ago. 

Out of 65 mills reporting, 9 reported 
domestic business good, 16 fair and 28 
slow and quiet. 
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LIGHT SNOW FOR THE WHEAT 
A light snow fell in parts of Kansas 
and Oklahoma last week. At some points 
the fall amounted to four to five inches, 
but over most of the wheat territory it 
was much lighter. Wheat was moderately 
benefited. Heavy precipitation, either as 
rain or snow, weak be very welcome. 


KANSAS WHEAT CONDITION LOW 


The December report on condition of 
growing wheat in Kansas, issued last 
week by the state board of agriculture, 
estimates the acreage to be 8,887,077, 2.8 
per cent greater than last year, with a 
present condition of 75.9 per cent, 100 
per cent representing a satisfactory stand 
and development. Late seeding, poor 
«preparation of the seed bed and d 
weather are mentioned as causes for the 
present low condition. The eastern part 
of the state is better than the western. 

The sown acreage is the third largest 
in the history of the state. 


THE CROP-GUESSING CHAMPIONSHIP 

In May of each year for the past sev- 
eral years a party of grain men and mill- 
ers have made a three-day trip through 
central and western Kansas to inspect the 
condition of the growing wheat. Mem- 
bers of the party each year are E. G. 
Broenniman and A. P. Walker, New 
York; W. L. Phelps, J. C. Murray and 
T. E. Cunningham, Chicago; C. M. Hard- 
enbergh, Charles W. Lonsdale and George 
A. Aylsworth, Kansas City. 

By custom every year each member of 
the party makes an estimate of the 
probable crop of Kansas, and participates 
in a small pool, to be awarded on the 
government’s final estimate. This year, 
compared with the government report 
showing a total crop of 98,022,000 bus, the 
average of the party’s estimates was 
98,452,000 bus, and Mr. Hardenbergh 
won the pool with an estimate of 98,500,- 
000,—only 478,000 bus more than the gov- 
ernment official report. 

In 1915, the average of estimates was 
within 1,500,000 bus of the government 
final figure. ¥ 


LARABEE CONTRACTS LET 


The Larabee Flour Mills Corporation, 
Hutchinson, Kansas, last week placed 
contracts for equipment of the new mill 
which it will build at St. Joseph, Mo. The 
Nordyke & Marmon Co. was the success- 
ful bidder; and will furnish the milling 
and power equipment complete. 

The mill is to be of 5,000 bbls capacity, 
housed, in two units, in a single building. 
Work on the first unit will be pushed as 
rapidly as possible, in order to have it 
completed at about harvest time. The 
second unit will then be installed imme- 
diately. Contracts cover both units. 

The Larabee company also announces 
the engagement of E. T. Bauer, of Wich- 
ita, Kansas, as superintendent of all of 
its mills. Mr. Bauer has wide experience 
in both the mill machinery trade and 
in actual milling, and is well known as 
former president of the Fraternity of 
Operative Millers. For several years he 
had been head miller for the Kansas 
Milling Co., Wichita, Kansas. 


OCEAN ROOM VERY SCARCE 


While a very considerable export flour 
business was passed last week, the trade 
would have been very much larger had 
ocean room been obtainable. No room 
whatever could be had for London, and 
the supply available for other ports was 
uncertain. It was stated that Gulf lines 
booked about 100,000 bags of flour during 
the week. 

In numerous instances millers had 
offers from importers which they were 


willing to accept, but were unable to do 
so because of inability to contract freight. 
In one or two cases cancellations of orders 
already booked were reported to have 
been arranged, 





» per cent 


Most of the flour business was in 76 
ade, but several mills sold par- 


cels of clears and low-grade. 


MINIMUM CARLOAD CASE AGAIN 
The Kansas City Millers’ Club last 
week received notice that the minimum 
carload case would be reopened by the 
Interstate Commerce Commission. A fur- 
ther hearing was set for Jan. 4, 1917, at 
Kansas City. Pending further investiga- 
tion, the present situation in carload 
minimums is continued until June 30. 
This is the case in which millers, acting 
through the Kansas City Millers’ Club 
and other organizations, protested the ad- 
vance to 40,000 Ibs in the interstate car- 
load minimum on flour and mill products. 
The protest was based on the discrimina- 
tion arising through intrastate minimum 
rules in various states, and also on a 
showing that certain districts were not 
affected by the 40,000-lb rule of the roads. 


NOTES 


A. W. Appelgate, manager of the Snell 
Mill & Grain Co., Clay Center, Kansas, 
was confined to his home by illness last 
week, 


Elmer Larson, until recently connected 
with the Agenda (Kansas) Milling Co., is 
considering the building of a mill of 
small capacity at Columbus, Kansas. 


The Kansas Milling Co., Wichita, Kan- 
sas, has engaged William Stine as head 
miller. Mr. Stine formerly was connect- 
ed with the Sparks Milling Co., Alton, 
Ill., but since last summer has been head 
miller for the R. E. Kidder Flour Mills, 
Kansas City. 


Frank G. Clark, Chicago, spent a part 
of last week visiting millers here. He 
says that trade in hard winter flours in 
his field has been enormous all season, 
and he looks for continued ' activity 
through the spring months. Mr. Clark is 
very bullish on prices. 


John W. Cain, manager of the Albert 
Lea (Minn.) Milling Co., will come to 
Kansas City this week to become sales- 
manager of the Midland Milling Co. Un- 
til a few weeks ago, Mr. Cain acted in a 
similar capacity for the Wellington 
(Kansas) Milling & Elevator Co. 


Charles L. Roos, sales-manager of the 
Hunter Milling Co., Wellington, Kansas, 
who returned last week from a fortnight 
in the East, says that buyers there are not 
well stocked, but are not disposed to buy 
on present markets. He believes trade 
would be active on any continued show of 
strength in wheat prices. 


Fire last Monday night destroyed the 
grain elevator of the Snell Mill & Grain 
Co., Clay Center, Kansas, with a loss of 
about $28,500 on stock, fully insured. The 
house itself was insured for $8,500, which 
will about cover the loss. Other wheat 
storage available will enable the company 
to keep its mill running without inter- 
ruption. 


John B. Nicholson, manager of the 
Kaw Milling Co., Topeka, Kansas, says 
that trade has been-fine since harvest but 
is eT sluggish right now. Millers, Mr. 
Nicholson believes, were nearly all fortu- 
nate in favoring the long side of wheat 
during the advance, but became more 
cautious just before the beginning of the 
present slump in prices. 


Chauncy Abbott, Jr., vice-president of 
the Wells-Abbott-Nieman Co., Schuyler, 
Neb., who spent a day of last week here, 
says that he believes there is still plenty 
of wheat left in farmers’ hands in Ne- 
braska, and his company anticipates no 
difficulty in securing a full supply until 
harvest. Mr. Abbott recently returned 
from a visit to eastern markets. He says 
that, barring present unsettled markets, 
prospects for a fine business in hard win- 
ters in that territory could hardly be 
better. Just now trade is exceedingly 
quiet. 





WICHITA 


A decidedly unsettled condition pre- 
vailed last week, and prospects for a 
more stable market_seem remote. Mills 
are of necessity cautious about quoting 
prices on their products in times like the 
resent, and a majority in this territory 
ave withdrawn their salesmen and are 
only quoting on request. Most mills are 
well booked for the next 40 to 60 days. 
They are confining their efforts to taking 
care of their regular trade and filling 


807 


open contracts in preference to making 
new bookings beyond immediate shipment. 
* 


The cash wheat market reflected the . 


decline in other centers. Demand at 
times during the week was fair, and, com- 
ing from all directions, was broad enough 
to care for our light receipts. Receipts 
at country stations are light. Reports 
show that wheat left in the country is in 
strong hands, and present prices are not 
likely to draw it out. 
* * 

The corn market was lower, in sym- 
pathy with other grains. Demand is stiil 
light, and confined to a few transactions 
for local use. Oats were lower. Con- 
sumers look upon values as still too high, 
and are only buying to care for present 
needs. 

NOTES 

Considerable improvement is reported 
in the car situation. Light movement of 
grain is no doubt the cause of a lack of 
complaint in this territory, as but few of 
oe mills are reporting equipment trou- 

e. 

Crop news shows little change. A gen- 
eral snow covering was reported in this 
state and Oklahoma, averaging about two 
inches. The western and northwestern 
parts of the state need more moisture; 
otherwise, our reports are optimistic on 
conditions. 





OKLAHOMA 

From one to two inches of light snow 
fell on all the Oklahoma wheat the mid- 
dle of the week, and guaranteed the good 
condition of the growing crop for an- 
other two weeks at least. Cold weather 
prevailed just before the snow, and warm 
weather after. 

Farm deliveries are practically nothing, 
and the whole market is at a standstill, 
both in wheat and flour. Oklahoma deal- 
ers still have flour bought on the basis of 
$1.50 wheat, and as long as it stays above 
that point, specifications will remain 
brisk. Trade has been good, and most 
mills are running full. Low-grades are 
in slack demand, and hard to sell at any 
price. Feed remains in firm demand at 
full prices. 

. Corn is slightly lower with wheat, but 
from now on the demand will be from 
out the state, as stocks are low in the 
state. Kafir is worth more than corn, and 
hard to find. The demand within the state 
is light. 

NOTES 

H. Dittmer, of the Canadian Mill & 
Elevator Co., El Reno, and the Enid 
(Okla.) Milling Co., is still confined to 
his home, but able to be up a part of the 
time. 

Maney Bros., with mills at Omaha and 
in Oklahoma, have taken a generous part 
of the grading contracts for the new 
$2,500,000 water works plant at Oklahoma 
City. They will build the main dam. 


Minneapolis Shipments 
Following were the shipments of flour 
from Minneapolis, over the respective roads, 
for the 11 months from Jan. 1, 1916, to Nov. 
30, with comparisons, in bbls (000’s omit- 








ted): 
FLOUR SHIPMENTS 

1916 1915 1914 1913 
C., M. & St. P.. 4,665 3,526 3,530 4,059 
cC., St. P., M, ~ 
O. ..s-e.. 3,201 2,861 2,426 2,154 
BM, & Gt, Toss ccs 1,268 1,641 1,637 1,210 
Great Northern. 1,720 1,714 1,398 1,564 
North. Pacific.. 1,007 889 1,187 1,525 
Great Western. 1,190 1,346 1,206 690 
C., B. & Q..... 1,756 2,240 2,184 2,162 
Soo (Chi. Div.) *491 1,135 950 1,387 
BOO ec vccccvcves 1,723 1,469 1,926 1,707 
Rock Island ... 932 770 690 650 
Totals ....... 17,852 16,972 17,134 17,106 
Receipts ....... 827 645 718 692 


MILLFEED SHIPMENTS 


The attached table shows the shipments 
of millstuffs from Minneapolis, in tons, over 





the respective roads, for 11 months, from 
Jan. 1, 1916, to Nov. 30: 

1914 1915 1914 1913 
C., M. & St. P.121,520 101,384 122,493 114,486 
C., St. P., M. 

B OG. ccccecss 224,134 177,040 145,360 120,780 
M. & St. L.... 6,911 7,676 9,420 9,156 
Gt. Northern... 94,784 68,491 64,771 60,751 
North, Pacific. 62,320 39,840 36,037 32,611 
Great Western. 16,361 18,952 20,629 17,2566 
C., B. & Q.... 54,617 47,479 73,894 71,604 
Soo (Chicago 

Division) ...*17,646 60,944 62,625 652,833 
BOO secececccs 47,136 73,109 67,661 61,641 
Rock Island... 12,855 8,162 11,285 11,780 
Minn. Transfer 140 145 210 775 

Totals ...... 658,963 593,222 594,385 553,672 
Receipts ..... 73,440 63,435 70,835 68,056 


*May-November figures included in Soo 
figures, 
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The flour output of the Chicago mills 
for the week ending Dec. 16 was esti- 
mated at 18,750 bbls, or 63 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 23,500, or 90 per 
cent, a week ago, 24,000, or 92 per cent, 
in 1915, and 18,500, or 62 per cent, in 
1914. 

FLOUR TRADE UNCERTAIN 


Seldom has a year ended with the flour 
trade so problematical as it is at present. 
The embargoes prevailing throughout the 
country, scarcity of cars and the irregu- 
larity of wheat values from day to day 
have brought about a constant change of 
conditions, and features that have made 
milling exceedingly difficult. 

Each day brings with it a new question 
as to values, both of raw material and 
the finished product. It is apparently of 
little interest to obtain quotations on flour, 
as there are changes with each session of 
the wheat market. As a rule, however, 
spring wheat patents were sold in Chi- 
cago, at the close of the week, as low as 
$7.75 jute. 

The year’s business has been fairly 
satisfactory to most of the mills, but it 
has been a difficult year for others. The 
advanced cost of flour made it necessary 
to use more money than under ordinary 
conditions, and difficult for the small 
baker to manufacture at a profit. 

Chicago mills are being operated more 
on the basis of transportation facilities 
than as to the question of orders that are 
possible each day. Early in the week one 
mill had an offer to bid on 30,000 bbls of 
flour for export, also a round lot of 
spring wheat flour to go into the trade in 
eastern markets. Offers were made, but 
in each .case the quotations were f.o.b. 
mill, and no guaranty as to the obtaining 
of cars or date of shipment. 

There is no flour being sold for export 
from Chicago, either by mills or by ex- 
porting houses, and probably will not be, 
excepting based on shipment on or after 
March 1. By that time it is thought the 
troubles with embargoes and car shortage 
will be overcome. 

There is considerable flour being of- 
fered both from the Northwest and the 
Southwest. Mills seem anxious for trade, 
but insist on making sales subject to de- 
lays and shortage of cars. Southwestern 
95 per cent patents are selling more 
freely than flour from the Northwest, 
The differential from these territories is 
narrowing down materially, although 
southwestern grades are lower than 
spring wheat grades by fully 20c bbl. A 
redeeming feature is the strength in mill- 
feed. Local mills are obtaining $40 for 
spring wheat middlings and $45 for red 
dog, in 100-lb sacks. 

Rye flour continues scarce, and is sell- 
ing freely. The decline in price has not 
equaled that made by wheat millers, and 
white patent rye flour is selling within 
30c bbl of spring wheat patents. 


GRAIN RECEIVERS’ ANNUAL 


The Grain Receivers’ Association held 
its annual meeting and dinner, Thursday 
evening, Dec. 14, at the Chicago Auto- 
mobile Club. The discussion covered rail- 
road embargoes, the new demurrage rules 
and the condition of wheat in store at 
Chicago. Reports on the latter were gen- 
erally favorable, although one man said 
he had taken in 10,000 bus on December 
delivery, and after sending a sample to 
a miller, who pronounced it sour, he sold 
it out at a loss. 

The election resulted in the re-election 
of Adolph Kempner as president, and 
Adolph Gerstenberg vice-president. New 


directors were elected as follows: W. P. 
Anderson, John R. Leonard, of Bridge 
& Leonard, Morris Larsen, of Henry 
Rang & Co., Eugene Schifflin, of P. H. 
Schiffin & Co., Inc., and George Booth, 


“of Lamson Bros. & Co. Frank Baker was 


reappointed secretary and treasurer. 


VAGARIES OF THE WHEAT MARKET 


Wheat was off 29c from previous 
week’s high on May, 2814c on December, 
30¥%c on July, making a decline of 50c 
in December, 4214¢ in May, and 30%,c in 
July from the highest of the season. The 
market last week was the most sensa- 
tional of the season, May selling off 125%c 
Friday, and reacting 10c on Saturday. 
The week’s range was almost 25c, with an 
enormous volume of trading. Peace news 
was responsible for the liquidation which 
made the break. 

There was a general unloading by hold- 
ers, to save what profits remained and to 
check losses. Bear pressure was the 
heaviest in months, and buying support 
was light. The market passed from an 
overbought to an oversold condition, with 
the rise at the opening on Saturday of 
7Y%,@9c following a break of 125,¢ on the 
previous day. Political news from abroad 
is regarded as likely to keep a nervous, 
choppy market for some months, 


NOTES 


No meeting of the Flour Men’s Club 
will be held this month. 

J. F. Carney, the Chieago crop expert 
and statistician, has been seriously ill for 
10 days. 

S. W. Tredway, of the Andrews Mill- 
ing Co., Chicago, is in the East, calling 
on the trade. 

Frank G. Clark, flour merchant, Chi- 
cago, was in Kansas City and other south- 
western points last week. 

The output of flour -for the Chicago 
mills for the year 1916 will show a slight 
gain over the production of 1915. 

There is to be a call for 3,000 bbls full 
patent flour to be bid on by the city for 
the House of Correction, Thursday, Dec. 
21. 

A. C. von Hagen, prominent in the 
milling business in Minnesota until a few 
years ago, has been in Chicago for several 
days. 

Charles L. Roos, of the Hunter Mill- 
ing Co., Wellington, Kansas, was in Chi- 
cago, Tuesday, on his way home from a 
business trip in the East. 

A. D. Thomson, of Duluth, who was 
here last week, said opinions on wheat 
are worthless as to the immediate future, 
but he believes in scarcity and higher 
prices later in the season. 

J. H. Hornby, of J. H. Hornby & Son, 
wholesale flour and feed, New Brighton, 
Pa., was in Chicago last week, visiting the 
Star & Crescent Milling Co., whose ac- 
count they have in eastern Pennsylvania. 

Business on the Board of Trade is un- 
usually heavy. On Dec. 12, when the 
wheat market broke 1114c for May, E. 
W. Wagner & Co. traded in 15,000,000 bus 
wheat, and in all grains nearly 30,000,000 
bus. 

Baltimore exporters are credited with 
unloading 8,000,000 bus May oats last 
Friday, of which, the Armour Grain Co. 
took 4,000,000 to cover shorts. The trade 
that day was one of the heaviest ever 
known. 

John Benes, for several years Chicago 
manager for John B. A. Kern & Sons, 
millers, Milwaukee, will, after Jan. 1, be 
associated with F. W. Lothes & Co., 
under the firm name of Lothes & Benes, 
at 549 West Washington Street. 

A quarterly meeting of. the advisory 
committee of the Millers’ Exchange, Chi- 
cago, will be held in Kansas City, Tues- 
day, Dec. 19, at Hotel Baltimore. The 


new organization is meeting with success, 


- and the membership shows a good gain. 


December wheat was neglected a good 
part of the week. At one time it was 
144%4,c under May. Quotations at one time 
showed a difference of lic, but there was 
no trading at that spread. Trading has 
decreased materially, and there have been 
days when not more than 100,000 bus 
changed hands. Deliveries have decreased 
to less than 100,000 bus per day. 


Lawrence E. Rice, of the Star & Cres- 
cent Milling Co., has returned from a 
three weeks’ trip among buyers in the 
southern states and Cuba. In Havana, 
Mr. Rice stated, the supplies of flour do 
not carry requirements in extent of Feb. 
15. The buying there is not heavy at 
present, and the same is true with those 
who use soft wheat flour in the extreme 
southern states. 


There is a movement under way to put 
all trades on the Board of Trade on a 
brokerage basis, instead of having pit 
operators work on a monthly salary. This 
was tried some years ago, but business 
was dull and a few of the best traders 
secured the bulk of the business. With 
business active and brokers scarce, they 
think they have a chance of making more 
money on the brokerage than on a salary 
basis. 


An advance of $25@50 a month has 
been made in salaries paid to clerks 
around the Board of Trade within the 
past year. ‘Telephone operators on the 
exchange floor who work. from 9 until 
3 o'clock were paid $125@150 a year 
ago. ‘They are now receiving $175@250. 
A membership is required from all who 
work on the exchange floor. Memberships 
advanced from $2,100 to $7,600, and are 
now selling at $7,300. 

With only 47,000 bus contract corn in 
store here and a large open interest in 
December, there is some _ uneasiness 
among shorts, with indications that de- 
liveries of No. 3 and No. 4 corn will be 
made on track at the end of the month. 
At present there is no profit in delivering 
them, as they are too heavily penalized 
and are selling at a premium over De- 
cember for the No. 3 and at almost De- 
cember price for No. 4, 

All railroads maintain their embargoes 
on shipments of grain and flour east- 
bound from Chicago. The Baltimore & 
Ohio, which had exempted corn shipments 
to Baltimore, embargoed them last week. 
The Michigan Central was the last to put 
on a complete embargo, and it is now 
refusing business. There are intimations, 
however, that the Pennsylvania will re- 
move its embargo shortly, as congestion 
in the East is being cleaned up. 

Storage rates on ‘grain are to be ad- 
vanced July 1, 1917, provided the Chicago 
Board of Trade adopts the proposed 
amendment to the rules now posted. It 
provides for a change from 1-30the to 
1-20the per day per bu on all grain after 
the first 10 days of storage, which is Ic 
per bu. The advance will increase stor- 
age rates 6c bu per year, and make the 
rate 114¢c per month, or 18c per year. At 
one time rates were 1-50the per day. 





WISCONSIN 


Mitwavkes, Wis., Dec. 18.—The flour 
production of the Milwaukee mills, with 
a capacity of 12,000 bbls, was 6,500 last 
week, representing 54 per cent of capac- 
ity. The prevjous week, mills with the 


- Same capacity turned out 6,500, or 54 per 


cent; a year ago, mills with a capacity of 
24,600 turned out 26,000, or 106 per cent. 

Flour business was exceptionally good. 
Millers reported excellent trade from all 
sections. Prices declined $1 bbl, follow- 
ing the slump in the cash wheat market. 
As stocks generally were low, the trade 
bought freely. Millers say they sold last 
week three times their output. Choice 
city brands of hard spring wheat patent 
were quoted at $8.50@8.55, and straight 
at $8@8.10, in wood. 

Clears followed the decline in patent, 
and were quoted at $7@7.20, in jute. 
There was an excellent demand at all 
times from all sections, and mills are 
sold ahead. 

Shipping directions came in fairly well, 
but millers were handicapped by em- 
bargoes on many of the roads. As soon 
s the car situation eases up, all expect to 
load out a liberal quantity of flour. 
Stocks on hand are moderate, and mills 
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are grinding just about what they can 
load out. 

Kansas straight declined in sympathy 
with patent, and was quoted at $7.40@ 
7.70, in cotton. There was a good demand 
from bakers and grocers. Jobbers bought 
freely, and have good stocks on hand. 

Rye flour declined 30@40c, pure being 
quoted at $7.05 and country blends at 
$6.30 for dark and $6.65 for white, in 
jute. Demand dropped off somewhat, 

ut millers still have many orders on 
their books and are loading out as fast as 
they can obtain cars. 

Corn meal declined in sympathy with 
the cash market, both white and yellow 
being quoted at $2.05 in 100-lb cotton 
sacks. There was a good demand from 
the South for white, while package trade 
in the city was satisfactory. 

Millfeed was dull and lower.. Bran 
and standard middlings were $1.50@2 ton 
lower, and other grades, with thé excep 
tion of red dog, in proportion. Gluten 
feed declined $1 ton. Offerings were fre: 
from northwestern country mills, but 
shippers were not inclined to buy, lookiny 
for lower prices. There was a moderat: 
demand from the East, but transit feed 
at junction points found fair sale. Th 
trade generally has been buying for im- 
mediate requirements, anticipating a 
decline. 

The state trade in millfeed was good in 
mixed cars with flour. Most country 
dealers have light stocks, but are not buy- 
ing for future delivery. All grades were 
salable in mixed cars. Demand for 
hominy feed was fair, but lower prices 
are looked for. Fancy screenings were 
in good demand. Off-grades were dull 
and difficult to sell. 

Choice milling wheat was in fair de- 
mand, and millers took all good that was 
offered. Low-grade was slow, and con- 
siderable was carried over. Top price for 
No. 1 northern, $1.80. 


NOTES 


Car receipts of grain for the week: 
wheat, 240; corn, 371; oats, 303; barley, 
405; rye, 83; flaxseed, 4. 

Peter W. Wold, Richfield, Wis., Charles 
Solberg, Minneapolis, and George Schel- 
lar, have been elected to membership in 
the Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce. 


The Advancement Association of Spar- 
ta, Wis., co-operating with the State Col- 
lege of Agriculture, held its second annu- 
al farmers’ grain contest at Sparta on 
Dec. 12-13. 


Work is well under way on the con- 
struction and equipment of the new 500- 
bbl rye flour mill for John B. A. Kern & 
Sons. It will probably be 60 days before 
it is Pana 

Walter Stern, of Bernhard Stern & 
Sons, with his sister, Mrs. Nellie Fried- 
laender, will leave on Wednesday for San 
Diego, Cal., to visit their brother, Clement 
B. Stern, remaining over the holidays. 

Walter Stern, of Bernhard Stern & 
Sons, has been appointed a delegate from 
the Milwaukee Merchants’ and Manu- 
facturers’ Association to the convention 
of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States at Washington, Jan. 30- 
Feb. 2. 

The building committee of the Mil- 
waukee Chamber of Commerce, which has 
charge of planning and erecting a new 
exchange and office building costing be- 
tween $750,000 and $1,000,000, will select 
a site on the east side of the Milwaukee 
River, in proximity to the banking dis- 
trict and the main post-office. The pres- 
ent chamber is on the east side, at Michi- 
gan and Broadway. 

The Wisconsin railroad commission, 0n 
Wednesday, Dec. 13, authorized railroads 
operating in Wisconsin to apply the same 
increased demurrage charges on_intra- 
state traffic as those authorized by the 
Interstate Commerce Commission on inter- 
state car movement. The federal incre:se 
went into effect on the Chicago, Milwau- 
kee & St. Paul on Dec. 12, and on the 
North-Western and Soo lines on Dec. 13, 
and will terminate May 1, 1917. 

The Hillsboro & Northeastern Railway 
Co., Hillsboro, Wis., lost its suit to re- 
cover $25,000 damages from the Vernon 
County Milling Co., Hillsboro, for in- 
juries to its trackage and other property 
as the result of floods last June. A jury 
decided that the milling company had 10 
control over the flood, and should not be 
held for damages. In a former case, 
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wherein the railroad company sought to 
restrain the milling firm from repairing 
its milldam because the existing struc- 
ture was insufficient, the latter also won. 

The Wisconsin Milling Co., Menomonie, 
Wis., has so far received approximately 


116,000 bus grain grown in Dunn County, , 


of which 45,000 are wheat. Wheat re- 
ceipts exceeded those of 1915 by 10,000 
bus, doubtless as the result of the com- 
pany’s policy during the last three years 
of encouraging wheat-growing in the 
county by selling pedigreed seed at cost 
and guaranteeing to take back the same 
number of bushels at the price paid for 
it, which was $1.45 this season. In former 
years this procedure cost the company 
considerable money, but market prices of 
wheat this year have been considerably in 
excess of $1.45. Some wheat is still held 
on farms, and the total yield for the 
county for 1916 is estimated at more than 
50.000 bus. H. N. Witson. 





FREIGHT COST LIABILITY 


Bears Increased Cost When a New 
d by Requisiti 
ing of Vessel? 

\ Canadian mill asks advice on the 
following stated facts: A car of flour 
was shipped to Montreal for export under 
through bil of lading. After its arrival 
in Montreal, the delivering railway com- 
pany announced that the steamship upon 
which flour was to be loaded had been 
requisitioned by the British government 
and would not be available for carriage 
of this flour. As a consequence, the flour 
had to be shipped to St. John, catching a 
steamer there. The difference in freight 


Who 
Routing Is 


R . 





was $44.80. 
Who should lose this difference? The 
railway company maintains that the 


action of the British government caused 
the loss, and that it is not, therefore, 
responsible, . 

1 find no judicial precedent involving 
the same situation, but, applying certain 
well-settled rules of law, I am of the 
following opinion: 

If the initial carrier contracted for 
through transportation to the foreign des- 
tination, without reference to space in the 
particular vessel or without special 
routing by way of Montreal, the carriers 
are not entitled to any increase in freight, 
because of the necessary diversion via St. 
John, any more than a railway company 
would be entitled to increased fare or 
freight on detouring a train on account 
of flood conditions. 

If the transportation contract contem- 
plated use of the specific vessel, or ship- 
ment via Montreal and no other vessel 
was available there, it seems that in- 
creased freight charges necessarily in- 
curred in shipment to the most available 
export port are properly imposed against 
the owner of the flour. The situation 
would be analogous to cases in which the 
courts have held that the masters of dis- 
abled vessels are entitled to transship, 
and recover the cost thereof. 

If the increased freight charges are 
properly imposed against the flour, the 
question as to who must bear them, as 
between the shipping mill and the buyer, 
depends largely upon the wording of the 
contract of sale. 

If there was a sale f.o.b. the mill, with- 
out guaranty of any particular freight 
rate, the buyer must bear the increased 
charges. If the seller agreed to deliver 
abroad or on board vessel, without quali- 
fication, the charges should be borne by 
him as an incident to the performance of 
his contract. “If the contract provides 
for an increase in price in case of an 
increase in freight rates, the seller is 
‘entitled thereto if an increase occurs in 
the ordinary mode from causes not under 
his control.” (35 Cye., 108.) 

In short, it seems that the party bound 
to pay the principal freight charges is 
bound for the increased charges, except 
as there may have been a specific agree- 
ment to tle contrary. 

_A recent decision of the United States 
district court for the Southern District 
of New York appears to state a well- 
settled rule of law in deciding that a 
contract for ocean space in a particular 
vessel, under which the vessel is released 
f rom liability for “arrest and restraint of 
princes, rulers or people,” is released by 
requisitioning of the vessel by the gov- 
ernment to which it belongs. 

A. L, H. Srreer. 
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The output of flour by mills repre- 
sented at Toledo, with a combined weekly 
capacity of 48,000 bbls, for the week end- 
ing Dec. 16 was 37,000, or 77 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 27,200, or 57 per 
cent, the previous week, 43,700, or 91 per 
cent, a year ago, 28,700, or 60 per cent, 
two years ago, and 30,700, or 64 per cent, 
three years ago. 

At Toledo, as elsewhere, the dominating 
influence most affecting the trade was 
Germany’s proposal for peace, made Dec. 
12. Following this overture, wild and 
convulsive markets prevailed. Some 
millers withdrew quotations altogether, 
and prices made were subject to revision 
at any moment and to confirmation by 
the mill. Bidding for wheat was likewise 
discontinued. The decline discouraged 
the selling of wheat in the country. Flour 
sales, when made, were hedged in a num- 
ber of instances by buying a wheat future 
in Chicago. 

The net decline in wheat at Toledo for 
the week was 14%,¢ for cash and the 
futures. The decline would have been 
heavier, but for the recovery of Satur- 
day. As millers have recognized for some 
time the possibility of such a break, most 
of them were ready for it and were not 
caught with long lines of unprotected 
wheat. 

In some cases the full decline was not 
followed in flour prices. This could hard- 
ly be, as the market was so erratic and 
nervous. Wire offers only could be con- 
sidered, and these were subject to con- 
firmation by the mill. 

Embargoes are still operating. The 
Nickel Plate, however, was accepting 
stuff for shipment eastward last week, as 
was also the Pennsylvania. Cars are hard 
to get but, with the embargoes operative, 
this does not make so much difference. 

Several mills made new export sales to 
the United Kingdom last week, and there 
were also bids from eastern exporters, 
presumably for flour for the Continent. 
Some of these sales were made just be- 
fore the big break in wheat prices on 
Dec. 15. 

Feed was in fair demand. Bran was 
up $1 ton, and middlings were held at the 
same prices as the previous week. 


CROP CONDITIONS 


Winter weather arrived last week, and 
with it the first snow of any consequence. 
This was sufficient to furnish protection 
to the wheat plant. Conditions are at 
present favorable. While the plant was 
not so far advanced as usual at the com- 
ing of winter, it is believed to have been 
in good condition, with a sufficient growth 
and root. One noticeable thing about 
wheatfields was that they were reasonably 
even and uniform in growth and de- 
velopment of the plant. Indications are 
for cold weather, with more snow. 


NEW FEEDSTUFFS LAW FOR MICHIGAN 


A new feedingstuffs law may be passed 
at the next session of the legislature in 
Michigan. The law proposed ‘is substan- 
tially the same as the present law, except 
that the definition of concentrated com- 
mercial feedingstuffs is broader, and in- 
cludes bran and middlings. 

The act also provides for a license fee 
based upon tonnage, instead of the pres- 
ent fee for each kind of feed. The act 
was prepared by the Association of Feed 
Control Officials of the United States, 
with the co-operation of a large number 
of manufacturers and individuals through 
their organizations, including the Millers’ 
National Federation. 

Kentucky and Indiana have similar 


laws. The fee in Kentucky is 20c ton, 
and in Indiana 1l6c. Each package of 
feedingstuffs subject to the act must be 
labeled with labels furnished by the board 
of agriculture. 

It is urged in behalf of the act that 
the inspection fees are more evenly dis- 
tributed, and that mills of small capacity 
are not hindered by their limited output 
in competing with other mills. Further- 
more, the act has a tendency to put the 
cost of fees on the consumer, where it 
belongs. 

BAKERS PROTEST 

With a view to determining the cost of 
making a loaf of bread, in an investiga- 
tion of the high cost of products institut- 
ed by the city, baking tests were made at 
the Toledo workhouse. The test showed 
that 327 16-oz loaves were obtained from 
a barrel of flour. Toledo bakers are pro- 
testing against an unfair interpretation 
of the results obtained, pointing out that 
to the commercial baker there are many 
other items than the mere cost of a bar- 
rel of flour which must be figured into 
his costs. For example, no provision was 
made for cost of labor, delivery, office and 
sales force, stale bread returns, overhead 
and upkeep expense. 


CENTRAL STATES MILLS 


Seventeen mills in Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan, including those at Toledo, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 114,060 
bbls, for the week ending Dec. 16 made 
82,319, or 72 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 70,159, or 64 per cent, the 
previous week, by 16 mills of 109,860 bbls 
capacity. 

Among the mills contributing to this 
report were the following: 


OHIO 
Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy. 
Mansfield Milling Co., Mansfield. 
National Milling Co., Toledo. 
Northwestern Elev. & Mill Co., Toledo. 
INDIANA 


Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis. 

Garland Milling Co., Greensburg. 

Goshen Milling Co., Goshen. 

Lawrenceburg Roller Mills Co. 

Loughry Bros. Mig. & Gr. Co., Monticello, 

Noblesville Milling Co., Noblesville. 
MICHIGAN 


Eldred Mill Co., Jackson. 

Huron Milling Co., Harbor Beach. 
Peninsular Milling Co., Flint. 
Voigt Milling Co., Grand Rapids. 


NOTES 

Cyrus S. Coup, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager Northwestern Elevator & 
Mill Co., Toledo, Ohio, was in the East on 
business last week. 

T. J. Hanley, president Ohio Millers’ 
State Association, and of the Hanley 
Milling Co., Coshocton, Ohio, was in To- 
ledo and on ’change Dec. 16. 

A number of business men of Carey, 
Ohio, have organized a stock company 
capitalized at $20,000 to purchase the 
150-bbl flour mill of W. H. Snyder, re- 
cently deceased. 

Thomas R. Gassaway, son of A. Gassa- 
way, secretary of the Toledo Produce Ex- 
change, died from an attack of pneu- 
monia Dec. 15, at the age of 29. He had 
been in ill health for some time. 

Joseph Colton, of Colton Bros. Co., 
millers at Bellefontaine, Ohio, for many 
years, died Dec. 3. The sympathy of the 
Ohio Millers’ State Association was ex- 
tended by its secretary to his family and 
relatives. 

I. E. Woodard was recently elected 
vice-president and manager of the Acme- 
Evans Co., millers, Indianapolis, Ind. The 
mill is of 2,500 bbls daily capacity, and 
Mr. Woodard has been connected with it 
for about 10 years. 

R. T. Miles, formerly chief grain in- 
spector at Galveston, Texas, is the new 
grain supervisor of the office of the Fed- 
eral Grain Supervision, which has recent- 
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ly been opened at Toledo at 2009 Second 
National Bank Building. He has had an 
experience of 15 years in handling grain. 





INDIANA 


InprAnapouis, Inv., Dec. 18.—The com- 
bined flour production of mills in In- 
dianapolis last week amounted to 11,965 
bbls, against 14,970 the previous week. 
Business was literally shot full of holes 
by the behavior of the wheat market. All 
millers say that. buying ‘for the six days 
was as light as it has been at any time in 
a year. Some trading was done on rest- 
ing orders, but this was the only business 
done. 

Wheat declined 13c from the high of 
a week ago, and local quotations fell to 
$7.50@7.60 on soft winter patents in jute, 
the lowest quoted in four months. It was 
difficult to establish definite prices at the 
local mills, as grain moved so nervously. 
For example, it opened Saturday 10c 
above the previous day, but later sold a 
big 5c lower. 

At the first of the week mills stated 
that soft winter goods were 30c bbl 
cheaper than a week ago on the strictly 
local trade, with prices on carloads down 
nearly that amount. Only small buyers 
were taking anything at all. None of the 
Indianapolis mills booked anything for 
export, though Igleheart Bros., Evans- 
ville, announced that it had sold 20,000 
220-lb bags of ‘flour. 


NOTES 


The 1917 directory of the Indiana mill- 
ers and grain dealers has been placed in 
circulation. 

George H. Evans, of the Evans Milling 
Co., Indianapolis, was in Evansville last 
week on business. 

Prices at the close: soft winter patent 
flour, in jute, $7.50@7.60 bbl; No. 2 
wheat, $1.55 bu; millfeed, $32 ton. 

Stanley Trembackiewicz, a baker at 
South Bend, has been forced into bank- 
ruptcy, and Thad M. Talbott, Jr., named 
as receiver. 

Following suits against a number of 
bakers for giving short weight in bread, 
several at Fort Wayne have raised the 
price to 7c per loaf. 

It is announced that 25 per cent of the 
grain elevators in this state have been 
forced to close because of the embargo 
on shipments of grain. 

C. B. Riley, secretary of the Indiana 
Millers’ Association, was at Evansville 
last week, attending the meeting of the 
rail and waterways transportation clubs. 

Fire originating in the cereal depart- 
ment last week menaced the $350,000 


_ flouring mill of the Akin-Erskine Milling 


Co., Evansville. The stock was damaged 
about $15,000, but no estimate has been 
made as to the damage done to mill. 

J. W. Michaels, of Terre Haute, has 
been offered what is said to be the highest 
price ever paid far corn in that market. 
He has 10,000 bus white corn, and the 
American Hominy Co. has bid $1.041/,, or 
1914c¢ bu above the present market price. 

J. M. Pearson. 





Exports for Week Ending Dec. 9, 1916 


Wheat Corn Flour Oats 

From— bus bus bbis bus ~ 
New York..1,545,692 61,499 100,883 11,110 
Portland, 

Dn, sis ME. auaes ‘ereee Kinake 
Boston .... 238,674 43,087 43,063 126,779 
Philadelp’a. 451,000 ..... 18,000 325,000 
Baltimore .. 785,670 42,857 197,21f 1,036,193 
De MO Geench « stan OEE 068 fh 
BEE Shave Goosces 15,000 21,000 ...... 
N. Orleans.. 340,000 23,000 34,000 10,000 
Port Arthur, 

Texas . on SLO Ce CL eee ee 
Montreal ... 490,000 84,000 52,000 46,000 
St. John, 

ii doy Me vestea “teb8e -eeawer 
Halifax .... STE. cede, eee. betes 





Tots., wk.4,740,036 269,443 468,157 1,555,082 





Prev. week.5,583,595 606,368 264,748 752,30 
U. K’gdom., .2,313,983 229,256 151,877 ...... 
Continent ..2,424,942 ..... 227,608 

S. and Ctl. 

PS TT eee ae 
Wis Wes. (eeeees, veaed 8 ere 
Other 

countries. 1,111 40,187 6,140 ews... 

Totals ...4,740,036 269,443 468,157 ...... 





Summary of U. 8S. and Canadian Exports 
July lto Same time 


Dec. 9,1916 last year 
Wheat, bus ......... 137,034,664 136,070,480 
WOOO, WERE deciccccce 6,847,449 5,369,700 
Totals as wheat, bus. 167,848,184 160,234,130 
Cy WD 6 6 ee gs dane 21,112,071 4,746,527 
Gate, CUR cinco ciion 54,667,713 33,569,207 
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The flour market is still upset by the 
conditions prevailing in the wheat mar- 
ket. The possibility that the German 
proposals might lead to actual peace 
negotiations had a decided effect. With 
the break in wheat, flour quotations were 
reduced, and while some business was 
done on the decline, the feeling among 
the large buyers was that the situation 
was so uncertain there was necessity for 
caution except in buying just enough to 
meet immediate, requirements. 

It was pointed out that buyers who had 
commitments at high prices would as far 
as possible endeavor to equalize these 
purchases by buying at lower figures, and 
in some cases there might be difficulty in 
enforcing contracts made at the higher 
quotations. Flour on the spot commands 
a little premium over that to arrive, ow- 
ing to the difficulty of getting flour for- 
ward. The quotations on the market are 
almost entirely nominal. Prices are given 
at $8@8.30 for spring patents in sacks; 
clears, $7@7.25; winter straights, $7.20@ 
7.50; Kansas straights, $8@8.20. 


THE EXPORT SITUATION 


The export situation in wheat last week 
was mixed, with only a small volume of 
business doing. The low prices made on 
the peace reports did not bring out any 
important resting orders. Under govern- 
ment arrangements, the orders are filled 
when decided upon, and there is no evi- 
dence of any scale-down orders. Ton- 
nage is allotted, and then the grain is 
bought. 

The British Commission was evidently 
doing little. There were some small 
transactions nearly every day, but no 
volume of business. The buying was in 
small lots, and seemingly for near-by 
delivery. One reason for this is said to 
be the traffic conditions. The railroads 
are not willing to bring any more grain 
forward until the allies provide tonnage 
for taking out that already bought. 

There is expectation, however, that the 
tonnage arrivals will be much larger 
after the middle of this month, and con- 
siderable increase in the number of boats 
available. The vessels are limping in 
badly delayed by weather and the poor 
condition of the boats themselves. 

The heavy buying by the Dutch inter- 
ests last week was partly explained by the 
announcement that the Dutch government 
has taken over all the space of the Hol- 
land-America Line boats for food pur- 

Ses. 

Demand for corn was largely for the 
account of the Dutch. The tonnage avail- 
able to English markets is said to be all 
filled until April. Demand for oats was 
not large, but several cargoes were 
worked. 


CLAYBROOK DIN NER 


R. A. Claybrook, vice-president of the 
Produce Exchange and prominent in the 
flour trade, was tendered a dinner Dec. 
13 by 200 fellow-citizens of Plainfield, 
N. J., to show their appreciation of the 
good work Mr. Claybrook has done as a 
member of the council of that city. It 
was a great success, and Mr. Claybrook 
was presented with an autographed pic- 
ture of President Wilson. 


INCREASED DEMURRAGE CHARGES 


The contest which has been going on 
for several months between the railroads 
and shippers over the establishment of a 
fair demurrage rate on cars is outlined 
in a circular which the National Indus- 
trial Traffic League has just sent to its 
members, following the decjsion of the 


Interstate Commerce Commission on Nov. 
29 


It is pointed out that the commission 
has authorized the railroads, as a tempo- 
rary measure to relieve car shortage, to 
establish until May 1, 1917, progressive 
demurrage rates on the following basis: 
first two days, free time; $1 per car for 
the third day, $2 per car for the fourth 
day, $3 per car for the fifth day, $5 per 
car for the sixth and each day there- 
after. 

Attention is also directed to the fact 
that the weather interference rule and 
the average agreement rule are to remain 
watiionatl. The railroads are further 
authorized to cancel the tariffs now under 
suspension, and to file new tariffs on the 
basis approved by the commission, to be- 
come effective on three days’ notice. 


OCEAN FREIGHTS ADVANCE 


Ocean freight rates have advanced 
strongly during the last few weeks, and 
are now close to the high level that they 
reached late last winter. In the opinion 
of many leading shipping men in this 
city, the advance will continue until the 
position of the market is equally as 
strong as, if not stronger than, in the 
spring, and in support of this view atten- 
tion is directed to the small supply of 
tonnage available for chartering and the 
shortage of space which is already mak- 
ing itself felt. 

On the other hand, a representative of 
one of the largest freight brokerage 
houses asserted that the situation was 
easier than at this time a year ago, and 
that the outlook was that the increase in 
rates on the regular lines would be 
checked before the earlier high levels were 
reached. . 

Transatlantic war risk insurance was 
quite sharply advanced last week, Medi- 
terranean rates going up 10 per cent, 
South American 3@5 per cent, while as 
high as 15 per cent was reported to have 
been secured on some business. These 
are the highest rates prevailing since the 
early days of the war. 

NOTES 

William E. Carter, of G. W. Gardiner 
& Co., New York flour brokers, will spend 
about 10 days visiting in New England. 

C. S. Coup, vice-president and manager 
Northwestern Elevator & Mill Co., To- 
ledo, Ohio, was in New York last week. 

F. H. Price & Co. export millers’ 
agents, who have for several years had 
their offices at 3 South William Street, 
New York, will soon move to 82 Beaver 
Street. 

There is an inquiry from several mills 
for salesmen to cover New England. 
Those open for positions are requested to 
communicate with this office, furnishing 
references. 

At the close, there was held in terminal 
elevators, in cars, or afloat in New York 
harbor, approximately 14,000,000 bus 
wheat, most of which was for export and 
awaiting shipment. 

The combined purchases of freightcars 
by the American railroads in the month 
of November was 56,530, which more than 
doubles the recorded purchases for any 
similar period in the history of railroad- 
ing. 

It is estimated that there is now at 
railroad terminals in New York about 
700,000 bbls flour. This is not all for 
domestic consumption, but it is impossible 
to give figures showing just what portion 
of it is for export. 

The rye flour situation is practically 
unchanged, except that prices have de- 
clined about 15@20c, but even at that 
there is little buying for mill shipment, 
because spot stuff is offered quite freely 
at $7.15, jute, while mill prices range 
$7.60@7.90. 

A unique and interesting calendar has 


been issued by Edward M. Raphel & Co., 
New York, which operates the Raporel 
Line of steamers between this port and 
the West Indies and Central America. 
Each month of the year is illustrated by 
something intimately connected with the 
growth of the Raporel Line.- 

The sinking of a ship loaded with 30,000 
bales of burlap in the Mediterranean, this 
being the fourth to be sunk in a short 
period of time, together with the com- 
mandeering by the British government of 
six weeks’ production of the Dundee 
factories, will, in the opinion of those in 
the trade, have a very important effect 
upon the market. 

Owing to the many different specifica- 
tions that have recently been issued re- 
garding the sale and shipment of flour to 
Great Britain, New York exporters do 
not feel lke making offers until the 
matter reaches some definite basis. For 
example, a recent specification was to the 
effect that flour sold to Great Britain 
should not be whiter than that milled by 
British or Scotch mills at the, time pur- 
chase was made in the United States, and 
exporters are at a loss to know how they 
can be expected to tell anything about 
the particular shade of white which might 
be represented by flour milled in the 
purchaser’s country at the time the pur- 
chase is made. 





BALTIMORE 


Bautimore, Mp., Dec. 18.—Flour was 
sharply lower and badly demoralized as a 
result of peace talk until Saturday, when 
wheat recovered sufficiently to make the 
trade feel good over Sunday. The decline 
for the week averaged 70c bbl, though 
quotations were largely nominal in the a 
sence of any trading to speak of. Offer- 
ings increased as the decline progressed, 
and some mills which never had anything 
to offer on the advance were eager to sell 
on the break. 

Springs were depressed and neglected, 
with fancy short patents closing at $8.50 
@8.65; standard brands, $8.25@8.40; long 
patents, straights and cut-straights, $7.95 
@8.10; first clears, $7.25@7.50; second 
clears, $6.60@7.10,—98-lb cottons or 140-lb 
jutes, or 20@30c more in wood. An occa- 
sional sale of bakers patent was made on 
the drops, but it did not amount to much, 
as most buyers already have more stock 
than they want under present market 
conditions. 

Soft winters were weak and slow, with 
patents closing at $7.65@7.90, wood, 20@ 
30c less in sacks, 40@465c less in bulk or 
buyer’s sacks; near-by straights, $6.70@ 
6.85; western, $6.85@6.95,—bulk or buy- 
er’s package, 10@1l5c more in cotton or 
jute, 40@45c more in wood. A very lim- 
ited business was done, and that confined 
chiefly to near-by straight to exporters on 
the breaks. 

Hard winters were downward and 
quiet, with patents at the close quoted at 
$8.25@8.50; straights, $8@8.15; clears, 
$7.15@7.40,—98-lb cottons or 140-lb jutes, 
or 20@30c more in wood. Trading was 
small, though midweek the leading bakers 
were in close touch with the large south- 
western mill, which may have resulted in 
business. 

Receipts of flour for the week, 82,367 
bbls; clearances, 10,820. 

NOTES 

President Macgill, of the Patapsco 
mills, is confined to his home with a cold. 

Grain exports from Baltimore last week 
were 2,125,471 bus—887,163 wheat, 909,- 
952 oats and 328,356 rye. ~ 

Congress thought it would abolish the 
subtreasury at Baltimore, but it changed 
its mind after hearing arguments in the 
case. 

Receipts of new southern corn to date, 
85,026 bus; same period year ago, 111,977. 
Range of prices last week, 90c@§$1.01; 
last year, 65@75c. 

Receipts of new southern wheat so far 
this season, 1,304,155 bus; same time last 
year, 1,520,684. Range of prices last 
week, $1.15@1.77%; last year, 95c@ 
$1.221,. 

Grain, domestic and export, is em- 
bargoed by all railroads entering Balti- 
more, and no permanent relief is - 
ed until the supply of ocean room f - 
ing a declaration of peace is available. 

It is announced that the Vi a- 
Carolina Navigation Co. a New York 
corporation with a capital of $200,000, 
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= — Loe steamboat line between 

y an its in Virginia and the 
Carolinas in the early spring. 

Peter B. Wright, operating a steam- 
ship line between Philadelphia and South 
America, inspected the local harbor last 
week with the view, it was said, of moving 


_ his line to Baltimore. While Mr. Wright 


was highly pleased with conditions here, 
it is said he is not one of the four men 


_ who, with the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 


are planning to establish a $15,000,000 
steamship line between Baltimore and 
South American ports. 

Visitors were Harvey J. Owens, travel- 
ling sales-manager Kansas Flour Mills 
Co., Kansas City; Thomas C. Bowling, 
manager Jefferson Milling Co., Charles- 
town, W. Va; H. J. BeBout, vice-presi- 
dent and — manager Loudonville 
(Ohio) Mill & Grain Co; A. D. Peters, 
sales-manager M. C. Peters Mill Co., 
Omaha, Neb; John V. Nicodemus, man- 
ager Glade Valley Milling Co., Walker:- 
ville, Md; George A. Area, manager tlic 
Reindollar Co., millers, Taneytown, Md; 
E. Z. Bowman, of Bowman Bros., millers, 
Germantown, Md. 

Cuanrtes H. Dorsey. 


BUFFALO 

Bourrauo, N. Y., Dec. 18.—Some of the 
mills here did a good business in spring 
wheat flour last week, a few ing an- 
other week’s output when wheat hit the 
low spots. If the market had remained 
there, the = opinion was that buy- 
ers would have taken considerably more. 
They have no stocks of consequence, and 
apparently are waiting for further breaks. 

Prices declined 50@75c, but advanced 
again Saturday, after which nothing 
could be done. Low-grades were pre- 
ferred, and mills seem to have all they 
can take care of at present. Shipping 
directions were good, and cars were 
scarce. The local small trade did not 
take more than usual. 

Winter wheat mill representatives here 
say the demand for flour of any grade 
was extremely light, although they were 
willing to shade prices 60@75c bbl. At 
the close, quotations were: short winter 
patent, $8.10; standard, $7.75; pastry, 
$7.40,—in wood, track, Buffalo. 

Rye flour easier; demand light. No. 1, 
$8.35; straight, $7.85; dark, $7.55,—in 
wood, track, Buffalo. 

Millfeeds were very unsettled, due to 
the light demand and some pressure to 
sell spot bran by a few Others 
seem to be in excellent shape, and claim 
to be short. ‘There was no anxiety to 
work off middlings or other heavy feeds, 
as everybody was sold ahead. Red dog 
was 1 caamongee./ strong on light offerings. 

Millers as well as jobbers are looking 
for a better market for millfeeds, basing 
their belief on colder weather, scarcity 
of fodder in farmers’ hands, shortage of 
lake feeds in store here, and the high 
prices being paid for milk and dairy 
products generally, which is certain to 
stimulate a heavy consumption of feeds. 

Winter wheat feeds are considerably 
higher than spring, dealers here asking 
$31 for bran, $35 for standard middlings 
and $33.50 for mixed feeds, track, Buffalo. 

Corn-meal coarse feeds lower, and the 
mills are busier than they have been for 
some time. Hominy feed steady, and 
offerings light. Gluten feed in good de- 
mand and easier. Cottonseed meal unsct- 
tled. Oil meal firmer, and demand in- 
creasing. Kafir corn was offered at 
$2.15, per 100 Ibs, track, Buffalo. 

Buckwheat was held at $3.15 per 100 
Ibs, bulk, track, Buffalo. Buckwheat 
flour quiet and easier; $6 asked per 100 
Ibs in 5-lb paper bags. 

Rolled oats easier. The mills report an 
active trade at $7.50. Oat hulls scarce 
and firm, with a good demand at $22.50 
for reground, sacked, track, Buffalo. 

THE OUTPUT 

The output of Buffalo mills last week 
was 124,800 bbls, representing 75 per cent 
of capacity, compared with 122,200, or 73 
per cent, the previous week, 163,950, or 99 
per cent, in 1915, 131,650, or 96 per cent, 
in 1914, and 121,300, or 88 per cent, in 
1913. 





NOTES 

Stocks of wheat in store are about 

8,200,000 bus, compared with 9,440,000 a 
year ago. 


There are 68 cargoes of grain afloat 
here for winter ——_ containing about 
20,000,000 bus, and 25 more vessels due 
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before the close of navigation. Last year 
there were 101 cargoes in the harbor for 
winter storage at this time. 


H. Patten, of the Acme-Evans Milling 
Co., Indianapolis, Ind., was on ’change 
last week. 

Receipts of grain at this port last 
week were 10,959,000 bus, compared with 
15,015,855 the same week last year. 

The H. Dittlinger Roller Mills Co., 
New Braunfels, Texas, has awarded the 
contract for its new elevator to the Mac- 
Donald Engineering Co., of Chicago, The 
house will have a capacity of 250,000 bus. 
Allen H. Baxter, of the A. E. Baxter 
Engineering & Appraisal Co., returned 
Saturday from Texas, where he was look- 
ing after the awarding of the contract.. 

In a decision just handed down, the 
United States circuit court of appeals 
reverses the verdict of $2,000 granted by 
a jury in the United States district court 
here a few years ago to R. S. Patterson, 
of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., against 10 members 
of the Corn Exchange of Buffalo, whom 
he charged with conspiracy to discrimi- 
nate against him. Patterson brought this 
action against the Corn Exchange and 
55 members to’ recover $50,000 actual and 
$100,000 punitive damages. The court 
holds that the lower court erred in not 
directing a verdict for all defendants, 
and that there was no direct evidence of 
any combination. 

E. BancassEr. 





ROCHESTER 


Rocnester, N. Y., Dec. 18.—The flour 
output of the Rochester mills last week 
was 10,200 bbls, of which 7,000 were 
spring wheat flour. This represented 50 
per cent of capacity, compared with 13,- 
100, or 65 per cent, the previous week, 
18,100, or 90 per cent, one year ago, and 
11,900, or 60 per cent, two years ago. 

The wild fluctuations in wheat prices 
evidently scared flour buyers away, for 
millers found it impossible to do any 
business with New England or New 
York. Customers that had been buying 
in fairly large quantities took only 
enough for their day-to-day requirements, 
while small buyers withdrew from the 
market altogether. 

Mills quoted spring wheat patents at 
$9, wood, Boston, and buyers offered 
$8.80@8.90; when mills lowered their 
quotations to $8.90, buyers bid 15@20c 
less, making it impossible for them to get 
together. Early in the week a little busi- 
ness was put through at $9.15@9.20, 
wood, Boston, but after the wheat broke, 
new business was out of the question. 
Shipping directions came in slowly. 

Demand for spring clears was smaller. 
They were offered generally $1 bbl under 
spring patents. Sales were made the 
first of the week at $8.15@8.25, wood, 
Boston, and later they were offered at 
$7.90@8. 

Spring low-grade flour and second 
clears were in light demand, and prices 
were lowered 25c. Sales of the former 
were made at $6, and the latter at $6.75 
@7, jute, Boston. 

The consuming trade was out of the 
winter flour market. There was a cessa- 
tion of orders from the East, trade being 
mostly local. Shipping directions were 
scarcer, and mills still have considerable 
flour on their books that they wish buy- 
ers would order out. Sales of winter 
straights in a small way were made at 
57.40, wood, Boston, a reduction of 50 
( 60¢ from the previous week. 

Rye flour prices were reduced 20@30c 
bbl, pure white being offered at $7.70@ 
‘.50, wood, Boston. A few cars were 
sold, there being ‘a better inquiry than 
for winter, despite the difference in price. 
Shipping directions came in slowly. 
Rochester purchased in small lots for 
current needs, 

A reduction of 40c bbl was made in 
graham flour prices. Mills made sales 
at $6.90, wood, Boston, and the demand 
was a little better. Entire wheat flour 
was reduced 40c, and sales were made at 
$8.60, wood, Boston. 

Demand was limited for buckwheat 
flour, and trade was light. Mills quoted 
%6@7 per 100 Ibs in 5-lb paper bags, the 
outside figure in a jobbing way. 

The first lull in the demand for mill- 
feed in a long time came last week. 
There was a falling off in sales of both 
spring bran and middlings. Spring bran 
brought $82.50, and spring middlings $38 
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@39.50, in 100’s, Boston. One of the 
mills offered spring. middlings as low as 
$36.50. Rye feed sold at $33, and winter 
bran at $35, in 100’s, Rochester. 
NOTES 

_E. Martin, of the Philadelphia (Pa.) 
Bag Co. visited the. Van Vechten mill 
last week. 

Winter wheat prices have been re- 
duced 50c bu here. In November mills 
paid as high as $1.85; last week farmers 


sold as low as $1.35@1.40, but it soon 


advanced to $1.45@1.50. 
R. J. ATKINS. 





BOSTON 

Boston, Mass., Dec. 18.—A dull, nomi- 
nal and unsettled market for flour pre- 
vailed all through the week. Sales were 
generally slow and of small proportions. 
In a few instances certain well-known 
flours were offered at prices even under 
the low range openly quoted and a little 
business was placed but, on the whole, 
buyers were afraid to operate, in the 
belief that the bottom of the market had 
not yet been reached. 

Spring patents ranged 50@60c bbl low- 
er on country brands to 80@90c lower on 
Minneapolis brands. At the close, Minne- 
apolis patents were offered by the big 
mills at $8.60@8.70 bbl, in wood, where a 
week ago $9.40@9.50 was asked. Special 
short patents were also 50@60c bbl low- 
er, with a little pressure to sell shown by 
millers. Buyers, however, could not be 
influenced to purchase beyond immediate 
needs, and then bought as sparingly as 
possible. 

Shipping directions on old purchases 
are coming forward fairly well, and the 
trade here is living up to its contracts as 
a whole. There are some brokers, how- 
ever, who have been hit by the decline in 
prices and have refused to take the flour 
when it showed a loss. To illustrate, a 
certain Kansas mill sold two cars of flour 
some time ago to a Boston broker at a 
price understood to be around $9,25 bbl, 
in sacks. 

The flour arrived and was refused by 
the purchaser, the market having de- 
clined about 50c bbl between the time of 
purchase and arrival. The flour was sold 
for the mill’s account by a Boston flour 
firm in the Chamber of Commerce at the 
market, and the mill was forced to take 
the loss without any prospect of redress. 
Fortunately, this is an exceptional case. 

Soft winter flours were irregular in 
price, and demand ruled exceptionally 
slow. The same was true of Kansas hard 
wheat flours, and the week closed dull and 
unsettled. 

NOTES . 

Semolina flour is offering in a small 
way around $9 bbl, in sacks, but there is 
no business, and the mills offering are not 
disposed to make any concessions. 

Visitors on ’change during the week in- 
cluded William Read and W. C. Gooding, 
Minneapolis; H. J. Owens, Kansas City; 
W. H. Cahill, Milwaukee, and James A. 
Patten, Chicago. 

Pacific Coast flour is offering at $8.10 
bbl, in sacks, net, or $8.25 Boston. There 
is no demand at this price, as New York 
flours are being offered at a more ad- 
vantageous range. 





Louis W. DePass. 
PITTSBURGH 
Pirrsspurcu, Pa., Dec. +18.—Peace 


news, a railroad embargo, the nearness 
of holidays and declining wheat markets 
all combined to demoralize the flour mar- 
ket here. Buyers refused to consider 
making new contracts until the market 
showed signs of Baving: reached bottom. 
The volume of new business reported 
was small, and directions on old contracts 
were slow. There was some evidence of 
buyers trying to avoid taking out their 
higher-priced fiour, but mill representa- 
tives and brokers report conditions in this 
respect as better than on previous breaks. 

Springs were about 40c lower, and 
ranged, for patents, $8.25@8.70 bbl, 49-lb 
paper bags, the higher price being asked 
for well-adverti Minneapolis brands. 
Straights, $8.10@8.45, cotton. 

Kansas hard winters ranged, for pat- 
ents, $8.10@8.45 bbl, 49-lb paper bags; 
straights, $7.90@8.25, cotton. 

Near-by soft winters were offered 
rather freely; and ranged $7@7.50 bbl, 
bulk, with patents held about 30c more. 

Millfeed was d The embargo 


against shipments by one of the principal 
roads prevented wholesalers from offering 
much except for indefinite delivery. 
Colder weather the last of the week 
brought better inquiry for bran, and there 
was a slight recovery. Other grades re- 
mained at the lowest prices of the week. 
Bran was quoted the last of the week at 
$28.75; standard middlings, $30.50; white 
middlings, $835@39; red dog, nominal at 
$49,—all in sacks. 

Tracks here are badly congested with 
grain and hay, but the embargo is helping 
to clear them up and fair prices were 
realized, as compared with western quo- 
tations. New No. 2 yellow ear corn was 
quoted at $1.03@1.04 bu; shelled corn, 
No. 2 yellow, 99c@$1; oats, No. 2 white, 
56%,@5ic. Receipts for the week: mill- 
feed, 15 cars; ear corn, 5; shelled corn, 43. 


NOTES 

W. G. Gooding, president Commander 
Mill Co., Minneapolis, called on the local 
trade last week. 

Jobbers held established Minneapolis 
brands to the grocery trade at $9.30@ 
9.60 bbl, 49-lb paper bags. 

Hugh W. Brown, manager of the Iocal 
office of the Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., is 
spending a few days at Minneapolis 
headquarters. 

H. H. Thayer, president Cannon Valley 
Milling Co., Minneapolis, stopped in 
Pittsburgh to call on local trade while on 
his way ) trad after visiting the principal 
eastern markets. 

The Pugh & Beavers Grocery Co., 
wholesale groceries and flour, with ware- 
houses at Grafton, Elkins and Terra Alta, 
W. Va., has sold the latter to a company 
that will operate as the Whittaker Gro- 
cery Co. W. A. Low. 


PHILADELPHIA 

Puimavetrnta, Pa., Dec. 18.—The flour 
market declined sharply last week as a 
result of the break in wheat. At the 
close, there was a tendency to stronger 
prices, but the market was so unsettled 
that it is impossible to give reliable quo- 
tations, and figures which we publish on 
another page must be considered largely 
nominal. Buyers show no confidence, and 
business is at a standstill. 





NOTES 

Exports of wheat since Jan. 1, 36,950,- 
238 bus, against 29,353,940 for the same 
time last year. 

Herbert W. Johnson, formerly of the 
seed firm of Johnson & Stokes, this city, 
died at Haddonfield, N. J., on Dec. 10, 
aged 66. He is survived by his widow 
and four children. 

Among the visitors on ’change last week 
were Cyrus S. Coup, vice-president and 
manager of the Northwestern Elevator & 
Mill -Co., Toledo, and H. H. Whiting, 
general sales-agent of the Pillsbury Flour 
Mills Co., Minneapolis. 

SamuEz S. DanieLs. 





NASHVILLE 

Nasuvitte, Tenn., Dec. 18.—Business 
was almost at a standstill with southeast- 
ern mills last week. The holiday quiet- 
ness was beginning to be felt before the 
break in wheat, and a demoralized mar- 
ket put new business out of the question. 
The mills do not expect any revival of 
trade, even on an advancing market, until 
after Jan. 1. Stocks of flour in the hands 
of jobbers and retailers are reported 
from light to average, and mills are look- 
ing for a fair demand in January and the 
first part of February. 

Transactions were so few as to make 
prices almost nominal. Mills were disin- 
clined to follow the wheat market, due in 
part to the fact that they were not able 
to cover with actual purchases at ex- 
treme low prices, and also because mill- 
feed was dull and lower. 

Prices at the close were substantially 
as follows: best or short soft winter pat- 


ents, in cotton, f.o.b. Ohio River, $8.60@: 


9; standard or regular patents, $8@8.25, 
mainly $8@8.10; long patents, l5c under 
standard; low-grades, 30@50c under 
standard. ‘ 

Minnesota and Kansas flours felt the 
holiday quietness, as well as the disor- 
ganized state of the market, and business 
was light. Quotations: spring patents, 
jute, delivered Nashville, $8@8.25; hard 
winter patents, $7.60@7.80. 

Offerings of wheat at the decline were 
reported light at the mills. -It was diffi- 


811 


cult to make 
ing the week 
little business was worked in the 
ville market at the lower figure. 

Millfeed was in poor demand, though 
cold weather throughout the southeastern 
territory gave hope of improvement, Mills 
were quick sellers at about $1 decline. 
Quotations: soft winter wheat bran, 100- 
lb bags, ton, f.o.b. Ohio River, $28@ 
29.50; mixed feed, $30@31; standard 
middlings, $32@34. 

Corn was unsettled and some lower, 
though remarkably well maintained, con- 
sidering conditions. No. 2 milling corn 
was quoted at 96@97c. Bolted corn meal, 
$2.10 per bag at Nashville mills, with 
routine demand. 

OUTPUT 

Nashville and outside mills, with a ca- 
pacity of 146,400 bbls, showed an output 
of 95,327, or 65.1 per cent of capacity. 
This compares with 85,612 bbls and 61.7 
per cent the preceding week, 78.8 the 
same week in 1915, 63.5 in 1914, 57.5 in 
1913 and 53.7 in 1912. 


STOCKS 
Stocks, with comparison, as reported 
through the Nashville Grain Exchange: 


urchases at any time dur- 
low $1.70@1.75, though a 
Nash- 


Dec. 16 Dec. 9 
WeOUR, DRED cccaiccccccsecs 41,500 42,700 
pa A eee 453,500 588,000 
CORR, BUM ciiccccccccccecs 104,000 119,000 
oo a ee ee eee 523,000 590,000 


NOTES , 

Receipts of grain at Nashville last 
week, 138 cars. 

The Marshallville (Ga.) Milling Co. 
will install a feed mill, with daily capac- 
ity of 15 tons. 

S. Thruston Ballard, vice-president of 
the Ballard .& Ballard Co., Louisville, 
and family, are in Florida for the winter. 

Robertson & Cherry, Friendship, Tenn., 
will erect a building and install a plant 
with a capacity of 25 bbls of flour. K. A. 
Robertson will be active manager. 

Joseph D. Morgan has assumed his 
duties as supervisor of grain inspection 
for the Memphis district, and has offices 
in the Merchants’ Exchange Building. 

The board of city commissioners of. 
Nashville has repealed an ordinance re- 
quiring bakers to label weight and name 
of manufacturer on loaves of bread. In- 
terests antagonistic to the bread men had 
agitated enforcement of the ordinance 
on account of size of loaves having been 
reduced slightly because of high cost of 
material. There was no demand from the 
public for enforcement, and the commis- 
sioners repealed the ordinance, which if 
enforced, it was considered, would fur- 
ther increase cost of production to the ex- 
tent of expense of labels and putting 
them on the bread. Joun Lerrer. 


Pending Trade-Marks 
The following trade-marks have been 
passed for publication by the United States 
Patent Office: 





“Surety”; No. 98,893. Owner, Union Seed 
& Fertilizer Co., Guttenberg, N. J. Used on 
foodstuffs for cattle and other animals, con- 
sisting of cottonseed meal. 

“Ecota”’; No. 98,895. Owner, Big Four 
Milling Co., Cleveland, Ohio. Used on horse, 
mule, cattle, poultry, hog and sheep food. 


“Ambition”; No. 98,910. Owner, Prange 
Milling Co., New Douglas, Ill. Used on 
wheat flour, 

“Kehlor’s Luxury Flour’; No. 99,025. 
Owner, Kehlor Flour Mills Co., St. Louis, 
Mo. Used on wheat flour. . 

“La Tosca”; No. 99,088. Owner, Hezel 
Milling Ca, East St. Louis, Ill, Used on 


self-rising wheat flour. 

“Index’”’; No. 99,090. Owner, Melrose Mill- 
ing Co., Evansville, Ind. Used on self-rising 
wheat flour. 

“Minuet”; No. 99,098. Owner, Trenton 
(Ill.) Milling Co. Used on wheat flour, more 
specifically self-rising flour. 

“Silver Quill,” and representation of a 
quill or feather; No. 99,226. Owner, Sears, 
Roebuck & Co., Chicago. Used on poultry 
feed. 

“Wheat Nugs’’; No. 97,958. Owner, An- 
drew H. Scoble, New York City. Used on 
cereal breakfast food and wheat flour. 

“Yel,” inclosed in a circle; No. 
Owner, Gulfport (Miss.) Grocery Co. 
on cottonseed meal. 


World’s Grain Shipments 


World’s wheat and corn shipments by 
weeks in bushels (000’s omitted): 


Dec. 18 Dec. 19 


98,435. 
Used 








Wheat— Dec. 16 Dec. 9 1915 1914 
America ..... 5,248 7,809 11,948 12,465 
Russia ....... eee? sees BAB. ceace 
EMGR cicccese 1,720 1,008 acece 376 
Argentina .... 1,592 1,288 208 128 
Australia ..... 352 692 BBB cecce 
Others ........ 56 128 416 106 

Tots., wheat 8,968 10,925 12,816 13,075 
CEPR ccccgsces 3,309 3,070 3,333 6,598 

On passage— 

Wheat .occese 41,880 40,808 39,520 40,312 
GEER secsccres 22,679 22,721 16,941 29,664 
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Seatrite, Wasu., Dec. 18, 1916 








The flour output of Seattle mills, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 40,800 
bbls, was 22,750, or 55 per cent of ca- 
pacity, last week, against 22,700, or 55 
per cent, the previous week, 31,593, or 77 
per cent, a year ago, and 26,758, or 66 
per cent, two years ago. 

The flour output of Tacoma mills, 
with a combined weekly capacity of 57,- 
000 bbls, was 50,860, or 89 per cent of 
capacity, against 52,460, or 92 per cent, 
the previous week, and 40,717, or 70 per 
cent, a year ago. 


THE WEEK’S TRADE 


The violent fluctuations of the wheat 
market have put the brakes on flour 
bookings, few buyers being willing to 
commit themselves until wheat becomes 
more stable. The general feeling is that 
prices will not go to former levels, and 
that opportunities will offer to buy on 
the breaks. 

In coast markets there is a good deal 
of soft wheat flour bought to go forward 
before the close of the year, which is de- 
layed by the car shortage. Bakers have 
sufficient stocks of hard wheat flours as a 
rule to carry them for 30 to 60 days, 
and are encouraged by the recent wheat 
decline to take a chance on stocking up 
for later requirements at lower than pre- 
vailing prices, claiming that flour has not 
yet followed the decline in wheat. 

The southeastern and eastern markets 
have shown comparatively little interest 
in Pacific Coast flours recently, buyers in 
those markets stating that they will not 
renew bookings until after the first of 
the year. Very heavy commitments of 
coast flours during the last three months, 
particularly to southeastern markets, 
have “overstocked certain sections, and 
resellers are now working against new 
direct bookings. 

The renewal of southeastern buying has 
also been seriously curtailed by the se- 
verity of the car shortage, with the result 
that large amounts of flour bought for 
November and December delivery have 
not yet left this coast. This situation is 
further increased by the fact that a 
temporary embargo has been placed by 
some of the roads on shipments of flour 
and wheat from Washington and Oregon. 

Dakota first patent was quoted on the 
Merchants’ Exchange, at the close, Satur- 
day, at $8.70@9.45; Montana first patent, 
$8.20@8.75. Port mills quoted blue-stem 
cut-off at $6.70@6.90; family patent, 
$7.80; straights, $6.90@7.10. 


WASHINGTON’S GRAIN SUPPLY 


The state grain inspection department 
estimates the grain production of Wash- 
ington, based on warehousemen’s reports, 
as follows: wheat, 35,628,000 bus; oats, 
4,872,000; barley, 3,075,000. Supplies on 
hand: wheat, 25,936,000 bus; oats, 3,380,- 
000; barley, 2,250,000. 

NOTES 

Manchurian Kafir corn was quoted at 
$37.75 ton, c.i.f. Seattle, at the week’s 
close. 

The Pocatello (Idaho) Milling & Ele- 
vator Co. has been incorporated; capital, 
$50,000. 

Plans have been perfected to rebuild 
the 50-bbl mill at Baker, Mont., which 
burned recently. 

Flour shipments to Guayaquil last 
week were 1,640 bbls from Seattle and 
3,100 from Tacoma. 

The Japanese steamship Ide Maru is 
due about Jan. 1 with 11,000 cases and 


2,916 bbls soya bean oil, 1,310 bags buck- 
wheat, 4,000 bags sunflower seed, 860 
bags soya bean cake, 315 bags linseed 
cake. 

Flour shipments from Seattle and Ta- 
coma to the Orient July 1-Dec. 1 were 
110,565 bbls, against 368,700 a year ago. 
This year oriental flour shipments have 
averaged about 9,000 bbls a month; in 
1914 and 1915 the monthly average was 
173,000 and 190,000 bbls, respectively. 

The Weiser (Idaho) Milling & Eleva- 
tor Co.’s new 100,000-bu elevator is about 
completed. The company will shortly 
start work at Weiser on a 300-bbl flour 
mill, making the latest addition to the 
many mills affiliated with the Colorado 
Milling & Elevator Co., of Denver, Colo. 

The Johnson Line, of Stockholm, 
Sweden, which has been operating large 
motorships between Sweden and San 
Francisco, will extend the service to 
Seattle shortly. According to Dr. A. W. 
Sandberg, a member of the company, now 
in Seattle, in addition to present sailings 
every other month to San Francisco, 
three 10,000-ton ships, now under con- 
struction, will be placed in the Pacific 
Coast service from Sweden. 





OREGON 


PortLanp, Orecon, Dec. 18.—Flour 
prices were 20c bbl lower for the week. 
Patents were quoted here at $7.80, which 
represents an extreme decline of 60c 
from the top mark of the season. On the 
face of wheat quotations flour should be 
decidedly cheaper, but wheat prices as 
posted at the board here, while in line 
with the declines at Chicago, do not by 
any means indicate that wheat can be 
bought from farmers at the prevailing 
rates, 

Business in the flour market, as might 
be expected at a time of falling prices, 
was nearly at a standstill. Other quo- 
tations than patents were: straights, 
$6.60@7; exports, $6.80; valleys, $7.30; 
whole wheat, $8; graham, $7.80. 

The millfeed market held up well, 
bran selling at $26.50, shorts at. $30.50, 
and rolled barley at $40@41. 

Friday’s bids for December and Janu- 
ary wheat at the Merchants’ Exchange 
were: blue-stem, $1.35; forty-fold, $1.32; 
club, $1.30; red Russian, $1.28. These 
prices were about 36c below the extreme 
quotations of last month. Farmers are 
offering nothing since the decline set in, 
and probably would not sell freely if 
the old prices were restored. Stocks in 
the country are small, and the holders 
believe requirements during the remain- 
der of the season will ‘greatly exceed the 
supply available. 

The coarse grains weakened with 
wheat, but to a less extent. Oats were 
bid for at $35, but sellers made no con- 
cessions. Feed barley was nominal at 
$36 ton. 

J. M. Lownspate. 





CALIFORNIA 

San Francisco, Cat., Dec. 18.—Condi- 
tions surrounding the wheat market last 
week were looked upon by flour buyers 
as too uncertain to warrant buying, and 
practically no sales were made by mills 
or jobbers, other than limited quantities 
to small bakers for their current needs. 

Sentiment was bearish, and jobbers 
and bakers, whose stocks will need re- 
plenishing shortly after Jan. 1, refused 
to entertain offers made by some eastern 
mills at fully 50c bbl under the previous 
week. 

Prices named by local mills on top pat- 
ent family flour were unchanged at $9@ 
9.40 bbl, 49’s, cotton. North Coast mills 
were asking $7.60@7.80 for blue-stem 
patents, $7.40@7.50 for straight grade 
and $7.20 for cut-off, 98’s, cotton, deliv- 
ered San Francisco. 


Eastern mills reduced prices in sym- 
pathy with the decline in wheat. Kan- 
sas first patents were offered at $8.60@ 
8.80 bbl, Dakota first patents $9.50@9.75, 
Montana first patents $8.25@8.50, and 
Montana first clear $7.70, 98’s, cotton, 
delivered San Francisco. 

Millfeed was in better demand. Stocks 
on hand are unusually light. Dealers 
have not been inclined to purchase be- 
yond current needs for the past 30 to 
60 days, due to the abnormally high 
prices, and a continued good demand is 
looked for. Offerings of all grades were 
light, shorts and middlings being particu- 
larly scarce, and mills had no difficulty 
in disposing of their offal at prices not 
previously obtained in many years. White 
bran was quoted at $30@31 ton, shorts 
$32, middlings $38@40, and red bran 
$29.50@30.50, delivered San Francisco. 





FLOUR VALUE ADVERTISED 


Bowersock Company Provides Suggestions to 
Its Dealers for Illustrating Rela- 
tive Cheapness of Flour 


The Bowersock Mills & Power -Co., 
Lawrence, Kansas, has devised a number 
of unique ways for impressing the house- 
wife with the cheapness of flour, even at 
present prices, as compared with other 
food products. Most millers have been 
content to use slips giving government 
tables of food values or to refer inciden- 
tally to the food value of flour in their 
newspaper advertising. The Bowersock 
company has added to these, interesting 
window display schemes and particularly 
forceful small advertisements for use in 
local papers. 

The accompanying engraving illustrates 
one of the window displays which the 
milling company assists its dealers in pre- 
paring. At one side of the window is a 
sack of the company’s Zephyr flour, bear- 
ing a placard stating that the food value 
of the flour in the sack is equal to the 
total food value of the articles displayed 
in the other half of window. Displayed 
in that part of the window are the follow- 
ing articles: a half bushel of potatoes, six 
dozen eggs, a 10-lb ham, half a dozen 
packages of cereal products, a_three- 
pound piece of cheese and seven cans of 
condensed milk, the total cost of the ar- 
ticles being about $7, while that of the 
flour is $2.25. 

In presenting to dealers reasons why 
it is worth while to stimulate the sale of 
flour, the Bowersock company says: 

“Every grocer who allows a customer 
to conclude flour is so high she had better 
economize by substituting other foods,. 
loses not only a flour sale but the sale of 
four-fifths the substituted foods. 

“A strong statement ’tis true, but 
Uncle Sam has just issued figures that 
prove it. Grocers do not sell all the food 
that is eaten. From nine-tenths to three- 
fourths the common foods are home- 
grown. The latest government report 
(Bulletin 635) on the amount of foods 
bought and foods grown in Illinois, Iowa, 
Kansas and Missouri shows: 


Bought Home-grown 
GrOOertes .icicese 99.2 per cent .8 per cent 
Animal products.. 10.9 percent 89.1 per cent 
a. err 38.6 percent 61.4 per cent 


Vegetables ...... 27.6 percent 72.4 per cent 


“Groceries include flour, coffee, tea, 


sugar, salt, meat, crackers, rice, cereals, 
lemons, oranges, bananas, spices, molasses, 
yeast, soda, ete. 


Animal products include 
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all meats, eggs, butter, milk, lard, cheese, 
and honey. 

“The average consumer must seek the 
grocer for over 99 per cent of his purely 
grocery needs, but the grocer sells only 
one-tenth the meats, eggs and butter: 
only one-third the fruits; only one-fourth 
the vegetables consumed daily. Con- 
sumers raise these. They buy flour and 
kindred grocery items. 

“Therefore when housewives try to 
economize by using less flour but more 
meat, eggs, vegetables, etc., they are dis 
continuing a product the grocer sells ani 
substituting foods of which he sells bu: 
a small percentage. 

“Any increase in the percentage of 
purely grocery foods nets the dealer a 99 
per cent sales increase. Why not secure 
this sales increase by startling housewive. 
into realization of the almost unbelievab|\ 
low cost of flour? Picture graphically to 
them its tremendous food value,—two to 
nine times that of other eatables. 

“Do it with a daringly conceived win- 
dow display which will revolutionize th: 
average woman’s ideas about food costs,” 

The first display arranged by the Bow- 
ersock company was in a small town of 
600 people, but within twenty-four hours 








ZEPHYR FLOUR 


bread alone. And as for a trial sack and 
see for yourself. yo tawny hao 





Lentz & Gump 


Advertising the Value of Flour 








commercial travellers had carried the 
story of the unique exhibition to other 
towns a hundred miles away. 


A POINTED ADVERTISEMENT 


Supplementing the window display, the 
same milling concern has produced a 
number of attractive newspaper adver- 
tisements for use in local papers. The 
engraving here shown is supplied free to 
dealers. 

It will be observed that the figures 
given are not in the usual form of “what 
ten cents will buy” but in more easily 
understood terms of so many loaves of 
bread compared with so many dollars and 
cents worth of meat, fish, etc. 





Calendars worthy of mention are being 
used as holiday greetings by the Goshen 
(Ind.) Milling Co., and J. E. Soper & 
Co., of Boston. Features of both are 
landscape scenes, in delicate pastel color- 


ing. 





Forty-eight lbs of Flour Balancing $10 Worth of Other Standard Food Products 
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MEETING THE REGULATIONS 

The British regulations for control of 
flour trade are still not fully understood 
in Canada. The piecemeal process of 
their announcement, and confusion arising 
out of subsequent modifications, leave the 
trade somewhat in the dark as to what is 
permissible. British buyers have striven 
hard to make the law clear to Canadian 
mill connections, but it appears that they, 
too, are working in the dark. ~ 

As a result of this uncertainty, W. W. 
Hutchison, of the Lake of the Woods 
Milling Co., Ltd., and Thomas William- 
son, of the St. Lawrence Flour Mills Co., 
Ltd., both of Montreal, sailed from New 
York on Thursday for the purpose of 
conferring personally with the imperial 
authorities in London on this subject. 
Undoubtedly their knowledge of the trace 
on this side will be of great assistance to 
the flour committee in completing the 
details of the new scheme, and the mill- 
ers of the United States and Canada will 
be indebted to these gentlemen if their 
voluntary effort should result in the re- 
establishment of workable conditions. 

Meanwhile, Canadian mills are selling 
and shipping flour made according to 
their understanding of the rules laid 
down. No doubt there will be a certain 
amount of allowance on the part of Brit- 
ish inspectors for obvious mistakes in 
these initial shipments, and with a little 
patience on all sides, deliveries will be 
brought into conformity with the desires 
of the British government in the matter. 


THE FLOUR SITUATION 


The state of the wheat market last week 
diminished the demand for flour. Do- 
mestic sales, both here and in the eastern 
provinces, fell away considerably. Mean- 
while, mills have plenty of old orders on 
hand to keep them going for some time. 
The Manitoba mills are sold well into the 
new year. Prices for Manitoba flour de- 
clined 70¢ bbl, while Ontario winters are 
also fully that much lower. 

Exporting trade had not fully recov- 
ered from the confusion arising out of 
new British regulations, and there was 
the further impediment of a falling wheat 
market. By Saturday, asking prices for 
the new No. 1 northern export grade were 
down 4s 6d per sack, compared with pre- 
vious week, and Ontario winters were 3s 
lower. At these reductions sellers were 
secking 53s per 280-lb sack for Manitobas 
in 140-Ib bags ¢.i.f. leading British ports, 
December shipment, and 51@51s 6d for 
Ontario winters. For the latter flour, 
Toronto brokers were quoting $6.50 bbl 
in buyers’ bags, delivered Toronto, for 
domestic use, or $6.40, seaboard, for ex- 
port. Local quotations, per bbl: 


Spring patents, firate ..........eeseeeee $9.20 
“pring patents, seconds .............+. 8.70 
SPring Gee GRRE cb ada tais s evcis cn eeee oy 8.30 
Spring second clears .........eeeeesees 8.00 
Winter and spring blends ............. 8.50 
Winter 90 BOF CORED ic icc css ceiscecccscses 8.00 


\ll delivered in 98-Ib bags, mixed-car lots, 
Ontario country points, 


MILLFEED STEADY 
There was a steady demand for mill- 
feed at full prices. On Saturday, bran 
was selling at $32, shorts $36, middlings 
*39, ton, and feed flour $2.80 per 100 Ibs, 
all in bags, in mixed cars with flour. 


WINTER WHEAT LOWER 

Ontario soft winter wheat declined 20c 
bu. Demand was poor. At the close, car 
lots of No. 2 red or white on track at 
country points were worth $1.50@1.52 bu, 


while farmers were getting about $1.45 at 
mill doors. 
COARSE GRAINS 


These declined sharply. Oats lost 4c 
bu, rye 7c, peas 10c, and buckwheat Sc. 
Saturday’s prices: No. 2 white Ontario 
oats, 58@60c bu; malting barley, $1.15@ 
1.17; rye, $1.34@1.35; buckwheat, $1.25; 
peas, $2.30; American corn, $1.021,—all 
on track country points. No. 2 Canadian 
western oats, Bay ports, 62c. 


CEREALS 


The market was stiffened by the fire 
at Peterboro, which destroyed a large 
part of the country’s producing capacity. 


‘On the other hand, cheaper oats were a 


bearish factor. At the close, rolled oats 
were selling at $3.55 per 90-lb bag, in 
mixed cars, Ontario points; oatmeal in 
98-lb bags, 10 per cent over rolled oats. 

Export business was limited, owing to 
high ocean freights and lack of space, 
though there was a good demand. Nomi- 
nally, rolled oats were worth 62s 6d@ 
64s per 280 lbs in 140-lb bags, c.i.f. Glas- 
gow and other British ports, a declipe of 
2@4s; pinhead oatmeal, 62@63s; coarse- 
cut, 61s 9d @62s 9d. 

Reground oat hulls were $3 ton dearer 
at $28 ton in bags, car lots, Ontario 
points or Montreal. 


OCEAN FREIGHTS 


Ocean space for flour is still to be had 
at 55¢ per 100 lbs from Canadian Atlantic 
ports to Britain, though United States 
ports are all up to 60c. Space available 
at all ports is very limited. Steamship 
agents here were quoting on Saturday 
as follows: St, John to Glasgow, Liver- 
pool, London and similar ports, 55c; 
United States ports to London, Liverpool, 
Bristol, Glasgow, Dundee and Leith, 60c; 
Aberdeen, 75c; Dublin, 55c; Belfast, no 
space; Newfoundland, $1.30 bbl. 


NOTES 


Sterling exchange is rising steadily. On 
Saturday, millers’ 60-day papet sold at 
$4.7080, Toronto, an advance of .0060c 
for the week. 


R. K. McIntosh, formerly of the Cana- 
dian Cereal Co., Toronto, has moved to 
London, Ont., where he becomes manager 
of the_ Kellogg business. 


The destruction of the Quaker Oats 
Co.’s mills at Peterboro, Ont., has ac- 
centuated an already serious shortage of 
millfeed in this province. 


The ocean freight rate to Britain on 
oatmeal is now $1.50 per 100 lbs, an ad- 
vance of 25c over a week ago. This high 
rate is a heavy handicap on the business. 


The Quaker Oats Co. is arranging for 
supplies of flour and oatmeal from other 
Canadian mills to take care of all orders 
on hand when the fire of Dec. 11 de- 
stroyed its mills at Peterboro. 


The winter wheat millers of Ontario 
have made up their minds that, with 
slight modifications, the grade of flour 
they have been making for export will 
pass the new British regulations, and no 
further trouble on that score is antici- 
pated. 

The news from London that lower 
grades of Manitoba wheat may be used 
in making flour for the British markets 
was gratifying to the mills of Ontario, as 
many have at times found these grades 
available and useful where contract wheat 
was not to be had. 


The banks of Canada are making every 
possible provision for the ready financing 
of purchases of wheat and flour for 
account of the British government. For 
the purchase of wheat a syndicate of 
banks has established a revolving credit 
of $20,000,000, which is at the disposal of 
the Royal Wheat Commission. 


MONTREAL 

Montreat, Que., Dec. 18.—Prices for 
spring wheat grades declined 70c bbl last 
week, making a net reduction of $1.30 
bbl since Nov. 22. This had a tendency 
to curtail demand, and the volume of new 
business was small. Moreover, a number 
of buyers who had contracts for car lots 
with millers for future delivery asked 
them to cancel the same. The market was 
quieter, with first patents quoted at $9.30, 
seconds at $8.80, and strong clears at 
$8.60 bbl, in bags, and 30c more in wood, 
in full- and mixed-car lots, delivered to 
the trade. 

In sympathy with the lower prices for 
wheat, a weaker feeling prevailed for win- 
ter wheat flour, and prices were reduced 
50c bbl. There was no improvement in 
demand at this reduction, and business 
was dull with 90 per cent patents selling 
at $8 bbl in bags, in full- or mixed-car 
lots, delivered to the trade. 

There was no change in millfeed, prices 


. being firmly maintained, with a steady 


demand for mixed-car lots. Sales of bran 
were made at $32, shorts at $35, and mid- 
dlings at $38@40 ton, including bags, de- 
livered to the trade. 

Trade in rolled oats was quiet. Buyers 
had provided for their wants for the 
time being. There was no further change 
in prices. Standard grades, $3.40 per 
bag of 90 lbs, delivered to the trade. 

A weak feeling prevailed in oats, and 
prices declined 2%,c bu. Trading was 
quiet, with sales of car lots of No. 2 
Canadian western at 66c bu ex-store. A 
fairly good trade was done in American 
corn at $1.02, bu, ex-track, for No. 3 
yellow. Ontario malting barley was firm 
at $1.30@1.32 bu, ex-track. 


Sir George Foster, minister of trade 
and commerce, sailed for England last 
week. While there he will assist in the 
preparation of the report of the domin- 
ion’s royal commission, and take up a 
number of matters affecting Canadian 
trade with the imperial authorities. 


Tuomas S. Bark. 





WESTERN CANADA 

WriynireG, Man., Dec. 18.—The flour 
market shared in the general uneasiness 
of the week, and prices changed several 
times. Millers announced a drop of 30c 
bbl on Tuesday, and another of 40c on 
Thursday. This was followed on Friday 
by a further decline of 20c, in conse- 
quence of the sharp drop in wheat prices. 
While some of the milling companies 
reported business better than others, the 
flour market generally was less active 
than for some weeks. Demand was 
chiefly for flour for domestic use. Ex- 
port business was dull. Flour to Mani- 
toba points, in cotton or jute bags, de- 
livered to the retail trade net: best pat- 
ents, $9 bbl; seconds, $8.50; first clears, 
$7.50; second clears, $5.40. 

The decline in oats and barley ac- 
counted for a drop in prices of chop 
feeds. Demand continued keen. Net 
prices to Manitoba points, in 100-lb sacks, 
straight- or mixed-car lots, per ton: 

Bran 


REED. 6 vbesicbapeivesce¥oseasevvecss 30.00 
Tt MD Rincon ve-wSeuce Westie ads can 40.00 
GED C5 Se ean cass 085.6 66-0 6ud0 5 42.00 
Mixed barley and oats .............. 41.00 
PE TI. wascacdae chad hea ee 36.00 
Red dog or feed flour .............6:5 42.00 
Ce I, es 6 nnn 66 ce cin. os ees eebodeeet 49.00 


There was a reduction of 15c per sack 
in rolled oats. Demand was seasonably 
good. Rolled oats, $3.05 per 80-lb sack; 
standard and granulated oatmeal $4, and 
corn meal $3.20, per 98-lb sack. 

The demand for cash oats was only 
fair, with prices lower in sympathy with 
wheat. Closing price on Saturday, of 
No. 2 Canadian western, 531,c. 

Demand for lower grades of barley 


was fair. Inquiry for better grades was 
quiet, and offerings were rather light. 
Closing price of No. 3 Canadian western, 
93c. 
Flaxseed showed but little change. 
Some business was transacted, and prices 
made several declines. Closing price of 
No. 1 northwestern, $2.54. 

Wheat was erratic. News of Germany’s 
peace proposals resulted in some heavy 
selling, and prices dropped approximate- 
ly 9c. Smaller receipts, however, helped 
to check the decline. Tuesday was the 
day for the official closing of navigation, 
and this had something to do with the 
lessened demand. On Friday, prices 
broke 154%,c for contract grades. This 
was the largest decline for one day ever 
recorded in this market, and was attrib- 
uted to the political situation in Europe. 
Some good buying in futures for export 
account was reported. 

Closing price of wheat, in cents per 
bushel, at Winnipeg, each day of the 
week: 


-——_Cash—__, --Futures—, 


in 2n 38n Dec. May 
Dec. 11 ...5.- 183 180 175 182 185% 
Deo. 12. ...+... 174 171% 165% 178% 177% 
Dec, 18 ...... 173% 170% 164% 172% 177% 
Dec. 14 ...... 173% 170% 164% 172% 177% 
|) Perens 158% 155% 149% 157% 163% 
Dee, 16 2000 168 165 159 167 171% 


All prices are on the basis of delivery in 
store at Fort William and Port Arthur. 


NOTES 


Wheat inspected at Winnipeg for week 
ending Dec. 14, 5,589 cars. 


Price of flour at Calgary, Alta., was 
reduced 40c on Thursday, making best 
patents $9.50 bbl. Rolled oats were also 
reduced, the price per 80-lb sack now 
being $3.55. 

G. Rock. 





MARITIME PROVINCES 


Sr. Joun, N. B., Dec. 18.—Flour prices 
fell off 70c bbl for Manitobas. Ontario 
mills followed the decline later. Quota- 
tions: Manitoba first patent flour, $9.70 
bbl; first clears, $9.60; Ontario blended 
flours, $9.10; winters, $8.75,—car lots in 
wood, f.o.b. track St. John. Halifax, 5c 
bbl more. 

Millfeeds were stronger. Manitoba 
bran, $34 ton; Ontario bran, $35; mid- 
dlings, $37; Manitoba feed flour, $51; 
Ontario feed flour, $53,—in car lots, 
bagged, track, St. John; Halifax, 50c ton 
more. 

Rolled oats, $7.80 per bbl of 180 lbs; 
oatmeal, $8.60 per bbl of 196 lbs, wood. 


NOTES 


Winter port business continues to de- 
velop favorably. Both grain elevators 
are now filled, and there are a large num- 
ber of steamers in the harbor loading 
with flour and grain. 

St. John is agitated over the. cost of 
living, and it is not unlikely that action 
will be taken which may affect the prices 
of all lines of soft bread. At present, 
bread sells in St. John for 10c per fancy 
loaf. Some of the loaves are stamped 
114, lbs, but this does not apply to all. 

; A. E. McGintey. 





It is estimated that the Corn Products 
Refining Co. for the year ending Dec. 31, 


+ with December estimated, will earn a net 


of $5,000,000, compared with $3,168,368 
the previous year and $2,305,174 in 1914. 
The Corn Products Refining Co. Dec. 
16 made a second voluntary advance of 17 
per cent in the pay of its 1,300 employees. 
With this increase, the minimum pay of 
employees is 25c an hour for men and 
18%4c for women. The raise will cost 
the company about $285,000 a year. The 
first advance Jan. 11 was 10 per cent for 
1,100 employees, and represented an ex- 
pense to the company of $140,000 a year. 
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CHICAGO, DEC. 16 

FLOUR—Prices carload and round lots, 

f.o.b, Chicago: 
SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 

Leading Minneapolis brands, % 

sacks or wood, per 196 Ibs, less 

usual discounts for cash to re- ; 

tail merchants ...........-+6+:5 $9.30@9.50 


Spring patent, jute ............6. 7.50@7.75 
Spring straights, jute ........... 7.10@7.40 
Spring clears, jute ............+- 7.10 @7.35 
Second clear, 140 Ibs, jute ....... 5.40@5.65 
Red dog, 140 Ibs, jute ........... 4.30@4.50 


City mills’ spring patents, jute... 8.00@8.10 
WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 


Patent, southern, jute ........... $7.80@8.00 
Straight, southern, jute .......... 7.20@7.50 
Clear, southern, jute ............+. 6.65 @6.90 
HARD WINTER FLOUR 
First patent, Kansas, jute ....... $7.60 @7.85 
Patent, 95 per cent ...........++. 7.35 @7.60 
Clear, Kansas, jute ..........4.+:. 7.00 @7.20 
RYE FLOUR 
Rye flour, white, jute ............ $7.40 @7.65 
Rye flour, standard, jute ......... 7.00 @7.20 


MILLFEED—The nervous condition of the 
wheat market, the general scarcity of cars 
and the numerous embargoes on shipments 
are features equally as important in the 
feed market as the selling of flour. Millers 
are making it plain to buyers that delays 
may be met with at almost any time. 
Spring wheat bran is quoted at $28.50; mid- 
dlings, $30.75; winter bran, $29.25; mid- 
dlings, $39; red dog, $45.50,—in 100-Ib sacks. 

WHEAT—Market unsettled, offerings 
light; poor stuff slow at increased discounts; 
local and outside millers inquiring for choice 
red. No. 2 red on track lc under to 2c 
over May; No. 2 hard, 1@3c over May; very 
choice Turkey variety sold recently at 124%c 
over May; No. 1 northern, 2@10c over May; 
No. 2 northern, May price to 5c over. 

* RYE—Up 2c. Odettege small, demand 
good; No. 2, $1.38 bid. 

CORN GOODS—Lower; mills with feed 
sold for export are unable to make ship- 
ments, owing to scarcity of cars. They are 
also troubled with meeting sales for domes- 
tic delivery, because of car scarcity. Grits 
$2.30, meal $2.29, per 100 lbs. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

Receipts and shipments of flour and grain 
for the week, with comparisons (000’s omit- 


ted): 
-—-Receipts—, ae 
1915 


1916 1915 916 
Flour, bbis..... 166 298 “168 189 
Wheat, bus.... 877 1,581 839 694 
Corn, bus...... 2,455 1,927 1,639 1,016 
Oats, bus...... 2,269 2,307 1,695 1,881 
Rye, bus....... 127 156 93 137 
Barley, bus.... 772 1,606 199 574 





MILWAUKEE, DEC. 16 


FLOUR—Wholesale prices, car lots, per 
bbl, f.0.b. Milwaukee: 


Hard spring patent, wood........ $8.50@8.85 
Hard spring straight, wood....... 8.00@8.40 
Fancy clear, jute ........eeeeeeee 7.00@7.40 
Rye flour, pure, wood...........++. -@7.05 
Rye flour, country blended, jute. . 6. "30@6. 65 
Kansas straight, cotton .......... 7.40@7.70 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 

yellow, 100 Ibs, cotton ......... eee + @2.05 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 

white, 100 Ibs, cotton .......... eee « @2.05 


MILLFEED—Lower. Standard bran, $27; 
standard fine middlings, $28.50; flour mid- 
dlings, $34.50; rye feed, $28; red dog, $46; 
brewers’ dried grains, $35; oil meal, $46,— 
all in 100-lb sacks, 

WHEAT—Declined 11@15c, with demand 
fair from millers for choice. Oft-grades 
were slow, and difficult to sell. Receipts, 
219 cars. No. 1 northern, $1.62@1.80; No. 
2, $1.54@1.78; No. 3, $1.18@1.65; No. 2 red, 
$1.55@1.73; No. 3 red, $1.46@1.70; No. 2 
hard, $1.59@1.77; No. 3 hard, $1.46@1.73. 


No. 1 nor No. 2nor No. 3 nor 
Monday . 178@180 170@178 135 @165 
Tuesday ... 166@174 158@170 125@155 
Wednesday. 168@172 162@170 125@155 
Thursday .. 169@173 162@170 125 @155 
Friday .- 162@166 154@163 118@148 
Saturday .. 168@171 162@169 120@158 


BARLEY—Declined 5@8c, with maltsters 
and brewers buying choice. Shippers were 
out of the market most of the time. Re- 
ceipts, 396 cars. The car situation is re- 
stricting the movement. Medium, $1.14@ 
1.22; No. 3, $1.13@1.21; No. 4, 87¢c@$1.18; 
feed and rejected, 85c@$1.10. 

RYE—Declined 9@10c, with millers and 
distillers buying freely. Shippers took all 
grades, and offerings were fairly cleaned up. 
Receipts, 118 cars. No. 1, $1.35; No. 2, 
$1.34@1.44; No. 3, $1.30@1.43. 

CORN—Declined 1@2c, with good de- 
mand. Receipts, 429 cars. The local trade 
bought freely of yellow and high mixed, 
while shippers took all grades. Millers 
bought white. No. 3 yellow, 88% @93%\c; 
No. 4 yellow, 87@92%c; No. 3 mixed, 88@ 
92%c; No. 3 white, 88@93c. 

OATS—Declined 2@3c, with good demand, 
Receipts, 429 cars. Millers bought choice 
for milling purposes, while the local trade 
paid top prices for choice heavy. Standard, 


50@53%c; No. 3 white, 49@53%c; No. 4 
white, 48@53%c. 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
--Receipts— --Shipments—, 
1916 1915 1916 1915 
Flour, bbls... 23,100 39,500 49,360 105,236 
Wheat, bus..268,275 318,750 239,053 117,962 
Corn, bus... .466,320 104,550 311,100 28,050 
Oats, bus... .858,480 708,880 1,091,720 666,205 
Barley, bus. .579,620 937,600 81,767 423,140 
Rye, bus..... 139,240 112,100 53,740 68,720 
Feed, tons... 790 4,978 6,020 7,580 


KANSAS CITY, DEC. 16 


FLOUR—Quotations on hard winter wheat 
flour, basis jute 140’s or cotton 98’s, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, prompt shipment: 
Patent.....$7.50@7.80 First clear.$6.75 @7.10 
Straight... 7.25@7.50 Low-grade 6.00@6.50 

Federation differentials govern other pack- 
ages. 

For central states and “cotton sack” 
trade, mills quote $8 bbl for first patents, 
cotton 48's, arrival draft. 

On round lots, interior mills quote $7.10@ 
7.25 for 95 per cent or straight flour, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, jute. 

“Patent” usually means from 65 to 80 per 
cent; “straight,”’ 100 per cent; “straight 
patent,” 95 per cent. 

MILLFEED—Bran shares in the general 
slackening of demand for all mill products. 
Prices are not, however, as much lower as 
the break in wheat and flour suggests. Quo- 
tations, basis Kansas City, per 100-lb sack: 
bran, $1.25@1.30; brown shorts, $1.40@1.45; 
gray, $1.50; white, $1.75; corn chop, $1.70. 


WHEAT—Demand in the cash market 
was exceedingly uneven on account of the 
violent range in prices. The market finally 
closed with a loss of 12@l5c on the week, 
with an average quality of milling wheat 
selling at 4@5c over the May prices. Cash 
prices: hard wheat, No. 2, fair to choice 
Turkey, $1.63@1.67; dark and ordinary, 
$1.62@1.65; No. 3, fair to choice Turkey, 
$1.62@1.65; dark and ordinary, $1.57@1.64; 
No. 4, fair to choice Turkey, $1.60@1.62; 
dark and ordinary, $1.50@1.59; soft wheat, 
No. 2, $1.62@1.67;.No. 3, $1.55@1.64; No. 4, 
$1.45 @1.62. 

CORN—Demand was irregular but, on the 
whole, rather quiet. Cash prices: mixed 
corn, No. 2, 88@89c; No. 3, 87@88c; white 
corn, No. 2, 88@89c; No. 3, 87% @88c. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

c—Receipts—, --Shipments— 
1916 1915 1916 1915 
Wh’'t, bus. .958,500 1,968,300 1,358,100 1,091,800 
Corn, bus..367,500 938,750 193,750 237,500 
Oats, bus..103,700 136,000 78,000 34,500 


Rye, bus... 12,100 tere 5,500 
Barley, bus. 28,000 91,000 26,600 140,000 
Bran, tons. 620 1,080 2,880 3,860 
Hay, tons.. 9,492 10,824 5,040 972 


Flour, bbls. 7,000 6,250 56,000 73,000 





PHILADELPHIA, DEC. 16 


FLOUR—Receipts during the week, 6,537 
bbls and 8,555,720 lbs in sacks. Exports, 
13,000 sacks to London and 1,000 to Copen- 
hagen. Quotations, 196 lbs in wood: - 


Spring favorite brands ........... $8.50@9.00 
RS nT eee 8.25 @8.50 
Gees Meee GEOOF 6 ck si ci cigvenees 7.75 @8.00 
City mills— 
Choice and fancy patent ....... 8.50@9.00 
Regular grades— 
Li. eee see 7.50 @7.75 
WEMNOOP GOTRIBRE 2 ic ccnccsccca 7.25 @7.50 
Weamter Great CIORP on occ cc cccws 6.75 @7.00 
Wee RNONS 2s Secs evicictectens 7.560@7.75 
Ween’ MID So ike poccdcasotasd 7.25@7.50 
Winter firet clear ......ccecsccces 6.75 @7.00 
Kansas patent, cotton sacks...... 8.35 @8.50 
Kansas straight, cotton sacks..... 8.10@8.35 


Kansas first clear, cotton sacks... 7.50@7.75 

MILLFEED—Supplies small, but demand 
light, and market weak and generally lower. 
Quotations, per ton: 


Soft winter bran, 100-lb sacks. .$.....@33.50 
Western to arrive, in bulk...... 30. 00@31. 00 
Spring bran, 100-lb sacks— 

MOS a 5l6 oc 0.A84 00.66.04 pw ke ce cess 31.50 @32.00 

To arrive, all-rail ............ 29.50@30.00 
White middlings, to arrive, 100- 

Dr MOS 5 ib bi ba6 bs SF oseisddayes 37.00 @38.00 
Standard middlings, to arrive, 

ROG=ED -GRGM: occ ccc cccscccness 32.00 @32.50 


Red dog, to arrive, 140-lb sacks 47.50@48.50 
Shorts, to arrive, 100-lb sacks.. 32.00@32.50 
Mixed feed, to arrive, 100-lb sks 33.00@34.00 

WHEAT—Prices broke l4c early in week, 
influenced by peace talk from abroad, but 
at the close prospects of peace not so favor- 
able and market recovered 5c of the loss. 
Receipts, 582,612 bus; exports, 711,102; stock, 
1,975,346. Closing prices, bu: 


CAR LOTS, IN EXPORT ELEVATOR 


TOs. BD DOR, BGR aie ciacevecwetieats $1.63@1.66 
No. 2 southern red .............- 1.61@1.64 
Steamer No. 2 red ....csccccscees 1.59@1.62 
hk” Ree 1.59@1.62 
Pre errr rey rer 1.55 @1.58 
WFC WD: cc cccsivccvticscccesae’ 1.51@1.54 


RYE—Dull and i10c lower. Quotations: 
No. 2 western in export elevator, $1.35@1.40 
bu. Small lots of near-by rye, in bags, 98c 
@$1.18. 

RYE FLOUR—Trade slow and market de- 
clined $1 bbl. Quotations: $7@7.50 per 196 
ibs, either In wood or sacks, 

CORN—Prices early in week declined ic, 
but supplies small and market closed firm 


at revised figures. Receipts, 39,112 bus; 
stock, 36,912. Closing prices, per bu: 

CAR LOTS FOR LOCAL TRADE 
New western, cool and sweet..... $1.01@1.04 
New southern, cool and sweet..... -98@1.00 


CORN PRODUCTS—Offerings light, and 
values steadily held, with demand fair. Quo- 


tations: 100-1b 
sacks " 
Kiln-dried yellow meal.$5. 08 75 $2.75 @2.80 
Granulated yellow meal . 80@65.90 2.80@2.85 
Granulated white meal. 5.70@5.75 2.75@2.80 
Yellow table meal .... 5.55@5.65 2.70@2.75 
White table meal ..... Hi 45@5.50 2.65@2.70 
White corn flour ..... - 5.70@6,76 2.75@2.85 
Yellow corn flour ..... 5.60@6.60 2.656@2.70 
Pearl hominy ......... 5.90@6.00 ar 
Hominy and grits, case 2.00@2.10 ....@.. 


OATS—Offerings only moderate, but wide 
quiet, and prices declined 3c. Receipts, 280,- 





298 bus; stock, 400,290. Quotations: 

WG. BO WRG: 6c veccwedisvsccwcdas 58 @58% 
Standard white .........0.0.-0% 57 @57% 
TO. BD WMERD. 6 icce re cccccsccess 56 @56% 
Bie. 4 WRIUD- bicvcoscrvesnvences 54% @55% 
eT ererey es Terre eer 51% @52% 


OATMEAL—Scarce and firmly held. Quo- 
tations: ground, per 200 Ibs, wood, $7.43@ 
7.59; patent, cut, per 200 Ibs, wood, $7.43@ 
8.75; rolled, steam and kiln-dried, per 180 
lbs, in wood, $6.75@7; pearl barley, in 100-lb 
sacks, $4.80@6.05. 





TOLEDO, DEC. 16 


FLOUR—Quotations, carload and round 
lots, f.o.b. Toledo, wood basis, per bbl of 
196 lbs: : 


SPRING WHEAT FLOUR (IN COTTON) 


Patent, Toledo-made ..........++eee0+- $8.60 
SOFT WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
DRIED 6a. c cringe s 00564606504 95008 49.0 $7.50 @7.60 
PEPUINS Sv cecenvccncocsestecseses 6.40 @7.50 
GE che phe pda Nv ex ee Fass boeceese 7.00@7.10 


MILLFEED—Car lots, in 100-lb sacks, per 
ton, f.o.b. Toledo: 


Winter wheat bran ...........+. $. - @31.00 
pS rae 32. 00 @33.50 
PEDENED o pda cc cwantdcscdcosss 33.00 @36.00 
Oil meal, in 100-lb bags ....... ovees @49.75 
Crushed flaxseed, 100-lb bag.... -@ 7.00 
WHEAT—Closing prices No. 2 red: 
Cash Dec. May 
Monday ......... $1.79% $1.79% $1.84% 
Tuesday ....ccsee 1.69% 1.69% 1.74% 
Wednesday ...... 1.71% 1.71% 1.76% 
Thursday ........ 1.70% 1.70% 1.75% 
Friday .......+... 1.57% 1.57% 1.62% 
Saturday ........ 1.66% 1.66% 1.71% 


Receipts 31 cars, 15 contract; year ago 
130, 55 contract. 

CORN—Receipts 96 cars, 80 contract; year 
ago 55, 18 contract. 

OATS—Receipts 23 cars, 12 contract; year 
ago 14, none contract. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


--Receipts—, --Shipments—, 
1916 1915 1916 1915 


Wheat, bus.. «40,100 159,000 82,200 305,200 
Corn, bus.... 127,200 75,600 71,200 22,000 
Oats, bus.... 44,800 25,600 71,000 22,500 





NEW YORK, DEC. 16 


FLOUR — Largely nominal. Quotations, 
car lots: Jute sacks Wood 
Spring patent ........ $8.00@8.30 $8.30@8.60 
Spring first clears..... 6.90@7.10 7.20@7.40 
Spring low-grades..... 5.50@6.00 ....@.... 
Winter patent~........ 7.50@7.80 7.80@8.10 
Winter straights ..... 7.20@7.40 7.50@7.70 
Winter low-grades..... 6.25@6.75 ....@.... 
Kansas straights ..... 8.00@8.30 ....@.... 


EXPORTS FROM NEW YORK 


Flour exports totaled 167,700 packages, of 
which 56,000 were destined for Liverpool, 700 
for Cardiff, 3,000 for Bristol, 30,800 for Rot- 
terdam, 10,900 for Bergen, 13,400 for Mar- 
seilles, 33,900 for Nantes and 70,000 for the 
West Indies. 

Wheat shipments were placed at 1,225,000 
bus, including 120,000 to Liverpool, 71,000 
to London, 80,000 to Manchester, 80,000 to 
Cardiff, 462,000 to Rotterdam, 176,000 to 
Barcelona, 199,000 to Leixoes and 37,000 
to Genoa. 

WHEAT—Values are unsettled by the 
peace news, and the volume of business is 
small. Some trading has developed from 
day to day in the Manitoba grades and also 
in durum wheat, but the supplies of durum 
are limited. Reports have been current, 
and denied, that the wheat bought for the 
Greeks would have to be resold. Premiums 
have been fairly well maintained. The drop 
in the Chicago December wheat has not ap- 
parently attracted any buying by exporters 
of this wheat. A large amount has been 
gathered at eastern lake ports. The ter- 
minals and roads east of Buffalo are so 
congested with all kinds of grain that busi- 
ness is extremely difficult. Quotations at 
the close: No. 1 northern spring, $1.88%; 
No. 2 hard winter, Chicago, $1.76%; No. 1 
durum, $1.94%; No. 1 northern Manitoba, 
$1.91%; No. 2 northern Manitoba, $1.88%. 


CORN—Trading is very quiet for local ac- 
count. Eastern buyers find difficulty in get- 
ting their corn through, and distribution 
is extremely slow. The Dutch have been 
buying some export corn, but other demand 
is very limited, as little or no tonnage is 
available until next spring. Quotations: new 
No. 2 yellow corn to arrive is quoted at 
$1.05%, 10 days’ shipment. 


OATS—Prices are weaker, and buying is 
small locally, as stocks are fairly good, bu: 
buying to arrive is much affected by th 
difficulty of getting the grain forward. 
Some oats export business has been don. 
but the total volume is reported light. Quo- 
tations, c.if. basis: standards, 58@58\%c; 
No. 2 white, 58% @59c; No. 3 white, 571, 
@58c; No. 4 white, 57@57%c; ordinar 
white clipped, 59@6ic; fancy white clipped 
61@63c. 

RYE FLOUR—The market is dull ani 
easier. There has been some pressure on th 
spot, with spot values quoted below to ar- 
rive prices. Values are given at $7.15 bi) 
on the spot up to $7.80 to arrive, in jute. 


BUCKWHEAT FLOUR—The market i; 
dull, with prices quoted at $4.50@4.75 pe 
100 Ibs. 

MILLFEED—tTrading is quiet, and buyers 
are influenced by the depression in othe: 
grain. Consumers are said to have fai: 
stocks, and do not appear interested in con- 
cessions. Quotations for spring bran, pe: 
ton, in 100-lb sacks, to arrive, $29.50@29.60: 
standard middlings, 100’s, $32.60; red dog, 
$43.10. City feed: bulk bran $31.50, 100-\) 
sacks $33; heavy feed, in bulk $34, 100-j) 
sacks $35.50; flour middlings, 100’s, $44; req 
dog flour, $45, in bbls. 

CORN MEAL—Prices are easier with the 
decline in corn, and trade dull. Quotations 
at the close: kiln-dried, export, bbl $5.10¢ 
5.15; fine yellow, 100’s, $2.60@2.70; white, 
100’s, $2.60@2.70; coarse, 100’s, $2.60@2.7) 
hominy, bbl, $5.90; granulated yellow, $5.15 
@5.65 .bbl; white granulated, $5.45@5.1) 
bbl; corn flour, 100’s, $2.80@2.90. 





BOSTON, DEC. 16 
FLOUR—Closing prices at wholesale: 


Per carload— Bbl, wood 
Spring, special short patent...... $9.25@9.75 
Spring, Minneapolis .............. 8.60 @8.70 
Bh SP er eee 8.25 @8.40 
Spring first clear, in cotton....... 6.75 @7.25 
Kansas patent, standard, sacks... 8.00@8.50 
Kansas cut-straights, sacks ...... 7.50@7.75 
Wistert PRCORE 2 ccccccccccsccssece 8.00@8.50 
Winter straight eee 7.75 @8.25 
Winter first clear 7.50@8.00 





MILLFEED—A dull and easier market on 
wheat feeds, some grades ranging $1 ton 
under last week’s close. Buyers are only 
purchasing to meet pressing needs, but with 
the advent of the real winter weather now 
prevailing, the demand is expected to im- 
prove. Oat hulls $1.50 per ton lower, with 
a slow demand. Gluten, hominy and stock 
feeds quiet and lower. Alfalfa meal lowe: 
Cottonseed and linseed meals dull but steady 
Quotations, mill shipment, in 100-Ib sacks, 
per ton: spring bran, $30; winter bran, 
$30.50; middlings, $31.50@37.50; mixed feed, 
$35.50@39.50; red dog, in 140-lb sacks, $45: 
oat hulls, reground, $23; gluten feed, $41.75; 
hominy feed, $44.40; stock feed, $41.25; ai- 
falfa meal, $31; cottonseed meal, $45@17; 
linseed meal, $50. 


CEREAL PRODUCTS—A good demand for 
oatmeal, with the market steady. Corn meal 
quiet and lower. Rye and graham flours 
dull and lower. Quotations, mill shipment, 
in wood: rolled oatmeal, $6.75; cut and 
ground, $7.42; granulated corn meal, $5.60: 
bolted, $5.55; feeding, in 100-lb bags, $24 
2.12; cracked corn, in 100-lb bags, $2.02@ 
2.04; rye flour, in sacks, $7.25@7.75; graham 
flour, $7.10.@8.25, 


WEER’S RECEIPTS AND STOCKS 


7-Receipts— ——Stocks- 

1916 1915 1916 1915 
Flour, bblis.... 38,390 65,051 ..... : 
Wheat, bus... 80,831 370,177 523,170 815,180 


Corn, bus..... 76,781 3,034 81,280 . 
Oats, bus..... 169,183 42,810 932,962 106,059 
Rye, bus...... 20,540 10,930 88,754 32.937 
BE Mea ye'de we) Beeee”. <8500 0 131,7 
Millfeed, tons. 72 OF “essus “ 
Corn meal, bbis ..... ae re 


Oatmeal, sacks 705 5,550 ..... 
Oatmeal, cases 1,000 11,550 ..... 


WEEK’S EXPORTS 
-—Flour—, Wheat Corn 


To— bbls sacks bus bus 
Liverpool ... ... 2,500 175,626 59,514 
London ..... Soa 14,223 $2,925 . 
Miscellaneous 100 3 ..... sw eeeee 100 

PP ines ih.  — 





Totals .... 100 6,723 258,551 59 4 
Since Jan. 1 13,971 1, 488, 838 18,428,273 1,918, {14 





BALTIMORE, DEC. 16 
FLOUR—Closing, car lots, 196 Ibs, wood: 


Spring patent, special brands ....$8.75@*.%5 
Spring patent .........0eccceeeees 8.50@°.70 
et A, | eee ere 8.20@8.40 
Spring first clear ...........+6555 7.50 @7.75 
Spring second clear .............. 6.85 @7.3 
Winter patent, special stencils.... 7.80@‘.90 
Winter patent ..........cceeevees 7.65 @7.75 
Rio me | ree er eae 7.10@°.40 
Winter first clear ...........00055 6.70@ 6.995 
Hard winter patent ...........+. 8.50@8.75 
Hard winter straight ............ 8.25@S8.40 
Hard winter first clear .......... 7.40@7.65 
Rye flour, pure and blended ...... 7.00@7.15 


MILLFEED—Generally lower and ini- 
tive. Quotations, in 100-Ib sacks, per to 
spring bran, $29.50@30.25; spring middlines, 
$31.50@32.50; soft winter bran, $30.50@5'; 
soft winter middlings, $32.50@33. 

WHEAT—Declined 138c, with moveme"' 
and demand only fair. Receipts, 581,647 bus 
exports, 887,163; stock, 2,678,948. Closing 
prices: No. 2 red, spot, December and Janu- 
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ary, $1.64%; No. 2 red western, 6c more for 
same deliveries. 

CORN—Down 3c, with demand and move- 
ment light, Receipts, 155,222 bus; stock, 
262,319. Closing prices: contract spot and 
December, new, 98c; No, 3 yellow, domestic 
track, 98¢e; choice near-by yellow cob, bbl, 
$4 0@ 4.35. 

OATS—Off 2%c, with movement and de- 
mund moderate. Receipts, 572,753 bus; ex- 
ports, 909,952; stock, 709,725. Closing prices: 
standard white, 59c; No. 3 white, 58c. 

YE—Lost 6@6%c, with demand and 
movement good. Receipts, 335,380 bus; ex- 
ports, 828,356; stock, 567,082. Closing price 
of No. 2 western for export, $1.48. 





ST. LOUIS, DEC. 16 
| LOUR— Following are nominal quota- 
tions, earload and round lots, f.o.b, St. Louis: 


HARD WINTER FLOUR 
Quotations per 196 lbs, in 140-lb jute bags: 





Fancy patent ...cecccsscccccccess $7.75 @8.25 
Straight ..... . . 
First ClOGR sie. cocccccscsceseeuce 6.50 @6.70 
Second’ COMP aciccccseccecccceoss 6.10 @6.40 
LOW -BTOGO cecccecccrcccccccnceee 5.80 @6.00 
SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 

First patent, in cotton .........++. $8.00@8.50 
Second patent, in cotton ......... 7.60@7.90 
Extra fancy, in jute .......+..e0. 7.20@7.40 
Second ClOBF wecesccsccccveccseses 6.20@6.75 
LOW-GTAEO seioccccccceces +e cache «e+ + @6.00 
PACIFIC COAST SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 
Fancy POtemt cccccccccdcccccvecse $8.00@8.50 
Straight ov-svebvchss4recesceos save 7.60@7.90 
Cut-off seccssieecseoveccocsoeseces ++ 7.20@7.50 


MILLFEED — Quotations in 100-lb bags, 


basis East St. Louis: for shipment, soft 
wheat bran, $1.38; hard wheat bran, $1.35@ 
1.3! middlings, $1.80@1.90. At mills to 
city trade: bran, $1.40; gray middlings, 


$1.¢ 
WHEAT—Cash demand varied consider- 
ably Prices were 7@18c lower on soft and 
12@1Se lower on hard. Receipts, 294 cars, 
against 245. Closing prices: No. 2 red, $1.73 
@1.16%; No, 8 red, $1.60@1.61; No. 4 red, 
$1.60; No. 2 hard, $1.63@1.69%; No. 3 hard, 


$1.61@1.62; No. 4 hard, $1.55. 

CORN—Cash demand fair. Net change, 
2%4@3c lower. Receipts, 300 cars, against 
352. Closing prices: No. 3 corn, 90% @9l1c; 


No. 4 corn, 89@89%c, nominal; No. 3 yellow, 
90%, @91ce; No. 3 white, 90@91c. 

CORN GOODS—City meal, $4.65 bbl, 
in wood; grits, hominy and pearl meal, $4.95. 

OATS—Cash demand fair. Receipts, 133 
cars, against 116. Prices were 3@4c lower. 
Closing: standard, 54c; No. 3 white, 53@ 
53%c; No. 3 mixed, 51@52c. 


f.o.b. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

--Receipts—, -Shipments—, 

1916 1916 1916 1915 
Flour, bbls... 82,920 99,460 84,750 139,920 
Wheat, bus. .544,272 1,020,312 571,580 837,330 
Corn, bus....496,920 332,400 215,885 42,000 
Oats, bus....328,000 448,800 280,080 180,790 
Rye, bus,.... 8,800 17,600 10,490 23,870 
farley, bus.. 35,200 57,600 980 1,310 


KS BY PRINCIPAL GRADES (BUS) 


STO 


Dec. 16 Dec.9 Dec. 18 

1916 1916 1915 

No. 2 red wheat... 430,374 459,032 64,219 
No. 2 hard wheat.. 591,192 626,204 733,433 
No. 2 COPM: s.cdwawec 9,628 5,569 116,008 
No. 2 white corn... 4,366 2,810 138,324 
No. 2 yellow corn.. 2,882 2,882 13,408 
No, CatS cies - 72,890 76,170 12,093 
No white oats... 11,629 11,629 ..ecce 
No. 3 white oats... 552,895. 572,395 301,181 
Standard oats ..... 61,709 ,809 1,440 
No. 2 ry@ cescsnene 7,099 7,113 6,080 





DULUTH, DEC. 16 
FLOUR—Mill quotations for car or round 
lots, per 196 lbs, f.0.b. Duluth: 

Dec. 16 1915 
-$8.45@8.55 $5.80@5.90 
Second patent, wood... 8.85@8.45 5.70@56.80 
Straight, wood 8.25@8.35 5.60@5.70 
First clear, jute....... 7.35@7.60 4.70@4.90 
Second clear, jute..... -5.50@5.75 3.40@3.65 
| dog, jute 4.20@4.50 2.60@2.70 

DURUM FLOUR—Quotations in car or 
round lots, per 140 lbs, f.0.b. Duluth: 

Dec. 16 1915 

Me m semolina, jute.$8. 65 @8. 80 $5.45@5.55 
Patent, Jute ..scseseee 8.35@8.50 5.25@5.35 
Cut-straight, jute - 7.20@7.85 4.70@4.80 

ik\ i FLOUR—Quotations in car or round 
lots, 9S-lb cottons, f.0.b, mill, Dec. 16, were: 
fa blend, $7.75; pure white, $8; pure 
da $7.05; dark blend, $7.05. 

D\ LUTH-SUPERIOR FLOUR OUTPUT 

I weeks ending on dates given: 
191i bbis 1916 bbis 1914 bbls 
D \6..138,375 Dee, 18..27,700 Dec. 19..10,025 
Di 9..41,920 Dee. 11..39,080 Dec. 12. 14,375 
De 2..38,000 Dec. 4,.43,840 Dec. 5..32,330 
N 5.37,030 Nov. 27.40,300 Nov. 28. 40,630 

: reign flour shipments for weeks named: 
191 ; bbis 1915 bbis 1914 bbis 

= Dec. 18.. -»» Dec, 19.. 2,855 
De 9.. 5,820 Dee. 11.. Dec. 12.. 
1, 800 


patent, wood... 





De 2.. 5,480 Dec. 4.. -» Dec. 6.. 
N 25 -+++ Nov, 27.. - Nov. 28.. 


; SAT—Demoralization followed rumors 
oF peace proposals in Burope. Weakness 
‘“isted after wheat touched $2, but no such 
Severe smash in prices was anticipafed as 
this week. Heavy liquidation cleaned 
weak longs. Dec. 15, the heaviest break 
occurred, and prices reached low point. The 
‘imum decline at that time ranged 24@ 
compared with close Dec. 9, and was 
Cline from high points in November of 
i ‘c. The selling made it impossible to 
un ud, except at wide discounts, Feverish 
ray . of excitement and relaxation alter- 
Large operators were large buyers 

ol ound bottom prices. They regard the sit- 
= ‘on as strong; others are still bearish. 
xtensive buying and covering of short sales 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


today, Dec. 16, revived the market and 
prices advanced about 8c. Traders acted on 
the theory that peace talk was more indefi- 
nite, and that the war would continue. 
Prices netted a substantial recovery over 
Friday, running 6%@8%c from low spots 
and reducing the net decline for the week 
to 15@18\c. 


CLOSING PRICES OF DURUM WHEAT 


Duluth closing prices of durum wheat, in 
cents, per bu, spot, December and May: 


grrr on durum———_, 
No. 2 


Dec, Dec. May 
Ae 187% 9.190% 177% @184% 188% 187% 
) een @184% 176% @181% 186% 186% 
SB inie Sears @174 162 @167 177 176 
: ee @175% 163% @168% 178% 177% 
14... 175% @177% 167% @172% 178% 177% 
15... 162 @164 154 @159 162 164 
16... 170% @172% 162% @167% 170% 172% 
| eae + @109% 105% @106% 109% 112% 

*1915. : 

Duluth closing prices of cash wheat, in 
cents: 

No. 1 nor No. 2 nor 0. 3 

Dec. 9.... 184 171 @181 156 @176 
Dec. 11.... 182 169 @179 154 @174 
Dec. 12.... 172% 164% @169% 144% @164% 
Dec. 18.... 173% 165% @170% 145% @165% 
Dec. 14.... 178% 165% @170% 145% @165% 
Dec. 15.... 160% 152% @157% 132% @152% 
Dec. 16.... 168% 160% @165% 140% @160% 
Dec. 18%... 113% 109% @110% 101% @105% 

*1915. 


Duluth grain—closing prices on track, in 


cents per bu: 


Oats Rye 

No. 3 white No. 2 Barley 
Dec. 9.... 50%@51 140@142 73@113 
Dec. 11 .... 49% @49% 139@140 73@113 
Dec. 12 .... 46% @46% 134@135 73@110 
Dec. 18 .... 47 @47% 133@134 73@110 
Dec. 14 .... 47 @47% 132@133 73@110 
Dec. 15 .... 44% @44% 123@125 73@110 
Dec. 16 .... 46% @47 ae 73@110 
Dec. 18* ... -@38% -@ 90% 55@ 63 

*1915. 


Stocks of coarse grain in Duluth elevators, 


Dec. 16 (000’s omitted), in bushels: 
r-—Domestic——, ——Bonded——, 
1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
COFR .. voce ‘-« 209 oes oes oes 
GRAD wvcsoe 1,068 293 1,735 58 43 27 
>. 97 34 a wey wnt os 
Barley 585 840 450 29 83 31 
Flaxseed 864 751 148 13 8 27 


DULUTH WEEKLY GRAIN MOVEMENT 
Receipts and shipments by weeks ended 
Saturday (Dec. 16); at Duluth-Superior, in 
bushels (000’s omitted): 
7-——Receipts——, —Shipments—, 














Wheat— 1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
Spring .... 310 2,054 378 235 1,052 3 
Durum .... 313 1,026 160 421 763 32 
Winter .... 228 239 SG 284 170 ~ =... 
Western... ... ‘a’ 1 one see Ws 

Totals 851 3,319 594 890 1,985 35 
Bonded ... 89 77 16 8 109 30 

Totals 940 3,396 610 898 2,094 65 
COFrFn ...eee 144 ° toe 
Oats ...... 135 "36 60 2 “18 { 

Bonded... 9 war 24 59 
Ry@ gecces - 88 14 40 1 4 48 
Barley .... 60 = 76 224 a" 1 

Bonded... 7 1 12 eos 
Flaxseed .. 237 141 49 54 244 39 

Bonded.. . 3 owe oa. 

STOCKS AND RECEIPTS BY GRADE 

Duluth-Superior wheat stocks, Dec. 16 


(000’s omitted), in bushels, and receipts by 
weeks ended Saturday: Receipts by 
--Wheat stocks—, ———grade——, 


1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 

bus bus bus cars cars cars 
1 hard .... 24 96 118 11 SP . eas 
1 northern. 644 790 2,399 49 843 75 
2 northern. 636 263 2,281 37 672 91 
Ne, 8 ...+- 483 33 «(617 32 311 102 
Mo, 4 ccacs — 6 75 47 111 53 
Rejected .. ... 0m ene oan 1 4 
Mixed gr.. ... nas er 8 die st 
No-grade .. ... 3 so 5 51 4 
Sample gr. 15 7 6 
Special bin.2, 212 1, 159 2,201 iat + é 





















































Totals...3,999 2,350 7,591 204 1,935 335 
Macaroni .. 272 1,173 286 167 616 158 
S’western.. 212 200 775 149 261 50 
Western .. ... wes 1 4 5 3 
Mixed ..... hae ua +> 93 319 40 

Totals...4,483 3,723 8,653 617 3,136 586 
Bonded .... 904 58 48 18 54 13 

Totals...5,387 3,781 8,701 635 3,190 6599 
Afloat ....0 - oss 160 a o% oes ee =" 

Totals. ..5,387 3,941 8,701 635 3,190 699 


FLAXSEED—Sympathized with weakness 
in wheat, but no such drastic reaction de- 
veloped. News was bearish, sharply lower 
cables helping. All things considered, mar- 
ket displayed remarkable strength, and rel- 
atively few decisive weak spots. The maxi- 
mum decline from Dec. 9 was 10c, and was 
reached on Friday. The fever to realize 
seems to have disappeared, and Saturday’s 
rally netted 2%@3%c gain, leaving net loss 
for the week 6% @7%c. While receipts have 
fallen off, elevator stocks are accumulating. 
The car shortage has contributed. It is in- 
timated a good out movement would be 
under way were railroad equipment avail- 
able. The holiday dullness is a factor, and 
no activity is likely until after Jan. 1. How 
far the trade has its needs covered and can 
stay out is important. The trade is mindful 
of this, as well as of the restriction in 
consumption by high prices. Final govern- 
ment estimate of this year’s crop was 15,- 
459,000 bus, against 13,845,000 in 1915. 
From Aug. 1 to date, Duluth and Minne- 
apolis received over 11,000,000 bus, against 
7,000,000 in 1915. According to this, it 
would indicate the crop has been pretty well 
marketed. Trade generally views the gov- 
ernment figures as low. 


BUFFALO, DEC. 16 
FLOUR—Prices per bbl, wood, carloads: 


Spring 

i (PS ca tinws be cuss tists obs $8.75 @9.00 
et ee ees ee ee eK 8.00 @8.25 
WEG ME 16-4 sb. owe OVa ows oe cgubade 7.65 @7.90 
| aS eee ere 6.65 @6.90 
EEE dina & b/d Mah 6-65.40 soe bie dd 4.75 @5.25 
a, Ss Be ober deck ce bard ecneedas -@8.35 

Sacked 
Gpring BRO, POF OM 2... ccc ccicsccevs $29.00 
Standard middlings, per ton ......... 30.50 
Flour middlings, per tom ............ 36.00 
Red dog flour, 140-lb sack, ton ...... 46.50 
Hominy feed, white, per ton ......... 41.10 
Gluten feed, per tom ............. 39.50 
Corn meal, coarse, per tom .........+. 40.00 
Corn meal, table, per ton ...........+. 50.00 
Cracked corn, per tom ..........-e000- 40.50 
Cottonseed meal, 38.6 per cent, ton... 42.50 
Oil meal, per ton, carloads .......... 7.00 


Rolled oats, bbl, 180 Ibs, net, wood... 
Oat hulls, reground, sacked, per ton.. 22. 50 
WHEAT—tThere was really no limit for 
No. 1 northern, and what sales were made 
were at low prices. The quoted limit was 
18e over Chicago May for No. 1 northern, 
regular, in store. It is said that holders 
took a big loss on all the wheat sold. Win- 
ter wheat scarce. Some demand for No. 2 
red at the close at about $1.66, and No. 2 
white at $1.65, on track, through billed. 
CORN—The market was strong all week, 
owing to a good demand from local millers 
and very light receipts. Prices were about 
the same as last week, and the feeling 
strong at the close. Closing: No. 2 yellow, 


$1.02; No. 3 yellow, $1.01; No. 4 yellow, 
99c; No. 5 yellow, 97c; No. 6 yellow, 95c,— 
on track, 


OATS—Millers took all the fresh track 
receipts, paying 2@3%c below last week's 
prices. The market was strong at the end 
of the week, closing steady at 55c for No. 
2 white; standard, 54%c; No. 3 white, 54%c; 
No. 4 white, 53%c,—on track, through billed. 

BARLEY—Offerings very light, and little 
demand from local maltsters. Quotations: 
$1.20@1.30, store and track, Buffalo. 


RYE—No offerings, and little inquiry. 





MINNEAPOLIS, DEC, 19 


Quotations today by Minneapolis and out- 
side mills for flour in carload or round lots, 


f.o.b. Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, were within 
the following range: 

Dec, 19 Year ago 
Stand. patent, wood...$8.30@8.90 $6.25@6.45 
Second patent, wood... 8.20@8.70 6.10@6.30 
Fancy clear, jute...... 7.35@7.60 4.80@5.00 
First clear, jute....... 7.10@7.50 4.50@4.80 


2.60 @3.60 
2.50@2.55 


Second clear, jute..... 6.00 @6.50 
Red dog, jute ........ .20@4.50 

Prices asked by northwestern mills, in- 
cluding Minneapolis and outside, per 280 lbs, 
in jute, c.i.f., including 2 per cent commis- 
sion today (Dec. 19) were nominally: 


oa 


LONDON 
POE 6 5 oc 0 6.60 Sd Cede eeeveced 08s ee @57s 
EE: SD. a: Be ws 0953 05.0» OG me 8% @52s 


Second clear 46s @ 49s 6d 


Red dog 


Patent 


wee Ot @5is 
Pe MO -iccchwevits caadbe hue HES UM @52s 
Become ClO 2. i cicceesccscses 46s @ 49s 6d 
LIVERPOOL 
PO sath vae boc CkeTreEeeads ess om @5i7s 
eS oh. ic trbale ee Wb BONS fs os seQrean 
eT SPC LTT eee ee 46s @ 49s 6d 
Mills are not making any quotations to 
Amsterdam. 
Durum flour quotations f.o.b. Minneapolis 


today (Dec. 19), in jute, were: 


Medium semolina ...........ee00% $8.20@8.55 
i ERE CRT OE ET EEE LL Lee 8.10@8.45 
Gan 6 6b acres bck aes 6000s 25 oes 5.90@6.70 


MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 
The flour output of Minneapolis mills for 
four weeks, with comparisons, is shown in 
the subjoined table: 


1916 1915 1914 1913 
BOG, 98s... - ccinees 389,135 224,090 227,546 
Dec. 16... 329,995 465,975 371,685 329,700 
Dee. 9.... 350,145 466,680 361,585 340,550 
Dec, 2.... 368,995 468,130 386,545 295,065 
Weekly foreign flour shipments of Minne- 


apolis mills for four weeks ended Saturday: 


1916 1915 1914 1913 
Dec, 88... .ssees 30,000 31,570 22,590 
Dec, 16... 36,435 76,425 60,970 25,760 
Dec. 9.... 81,455 64,860 83,765 29,650 
Dec. 2.... 24,070 25,325 72,150 33,205 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 
The flour output and foreign shipments of 
northwestern mills outside of Minneapolis 
and Duluth have been, by weeks, in barrels: 


Week Ca- 

end- No. pae- -—Output—, -Exports—, 
ing mills. ity 1916 1915 1916 1915 
Nov. 11. 65 55,300 234,440 314,530 3,250 10,325 
Nov. 18. 65 55,300 220,885 317,235 5,425 7,565 
Nov. 25. 66 55,550 216,175 328,935 4,145 9,363 
Dec. 2. 66 55,550 177,555 319,030 7,535 4,760 
Dec. 9. 65 55,050 194,730 303,955 10,080 15,795 
Dec. 16. 49 42,550 146,485 235,470 6,490 8,575 


CEREAL PRICES 


Quotations of cereals and feeds, in car 
lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minneapolis: 
Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibst........ $36.00 @36.50 
No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 36.50@37.00 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 37.00@37.50 
No. 3 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 37.00@37.50 
Rye feed, 2,000 Ibs, 100-lb sacks .....@31.00 





Yellow corn meal, granulated*. 4.50 @ 4.60 
Corn meal, white* ..........<.. 4.60@ 4.70 
Rye flour, pure fancy patent*. 8.00@ 8.10 
Rye flour, pure medium straight* 7.50@ 7.60 
Rye flour, pure dark German’... 7.00@ 7.10 
Graham, standard, bbi* ........ | pon 7.60 
Rolled oats, bbl, wood 0@ 6.40 
Mill screenings, per ton ...... “wa4. > Fi 18.00 
Elevator screenings, per ton.. 18.00 @ 22.00 
Buckwheat screenings, per ton. + 28.00@32.00 


Recleaned buckwheat screenings 32.00@40.00 
Flaxseed screenings, ton ....... 25.00@28.00 
Fine seed screenings, ton ...... 19.00@23.00 


39s 64 @40s 6d. 


815 


Oil cake, 2,000 Ibs 43.50@44.00 
Oil meal, 2,000 Ibs, 100-l1b “sackst @ 45.00 
*Per bbl in sacks. Where not otherwise 
stated sacks are of 49 and 98 Ib cotton. 
tCar-lot prices. Less than car lots, $1@ 
1.25 per ton additional. 
tIn sacks. 
MILLFEED PRICES 
Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed to- 


- day (Dec. 19) for prompt shipment (14 
days), per 2,000 Ibs, in 100-lb sacks, were 
reported as follows by brokers: 

Dec, 19 Year ago 
to eer ee ee 23.50@25.00 $18.00@19.00 
Stand. middlings.. 23.50@26.00 18.00@19.00 
Flour middlings... 33.00@36.00 22.00@23.00 


R. dog, 140-lb jute 41.00@47.00 24.50@25.00 
The Boston basis of prices for millfeed is 


given below, per ton, in 100-lb sacks: 

Dec. 19 Year ago 
Standard bran... .$29.00@30.50 $23.75 @24.25 
Stand. middlings.. 29.00@31.50 23.75 @24.25 


Flour middlings... 38.50@41.50 27.00@28.50 
R. dog, 140-lb scks 46.50@52.50 30.00@30.50 


MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN 

Dec. 19.—With abnormally wide fluctua- 
tions, the wheat market for the week has 
been panicky and dangerous. Proposals of 
peace by the central powers and discussion 
of it, pro and con, have dominated the mar- 
ket, and from day to day have produced 
surprising changes. 

The break of 12c on Friday came unex- 





pectedly and brought a wild and excited 
market. Reaction, with a gain of Tc on 
Saturday, and other advances in the last 


two days, leaves the market only a little 
below the close on Dec. 12. Today's market 
showed a range of 8c. Experienced grain 
men look for wide fluctuations for some 
time to come, 

With a range of 16@2I1c, high and low 
points for the week were: Decembef?, $1.75% 
and $1.60; May, $1.83 and $1.61%; July, 
$1.77% and $1.57. 

Compared with Minneapolis closing prices 
on Dec. 12, at the close today, No. 1 north- 
ern and May wheat were le lower; No. 2 
northern, 1@3c lower; December, 1\c low- 
er; July, 2%c lower, 

The feature of the cash wheat market at 
Minneapolis during the week was the ma- 
terially better prices obtainable for light- 
weight wheat, Salesmen claim to have 
cleaned up accumulations on track, getting 
at times 10@12c bu more for some wheat 
than was bid a week ago. 

The improvement in demand was caused 
by the Great Northern road partially lifting 
its embargo against shipments. This road is 
now allowing its equipment to go to points 
off its line within 150 miles of Minneapolis, 
thus enabling shipments to be made to in- 
terior mills. A brisk business was done 
Dec. 15-16. Since then, the demand has 
fallen off again, and today prices of light- 
weight wheat were fully 5c bu lower. 

The impression is that comparatively lit- 
tle wheat is being carried on track at Min- 
neapolis unsold. The quantity in second 
hands, however, is increasing; that is, wheat 
that has been sold and is awaiting cleaning 
or transfer at terminal elevators. This is 
said to be what is causing the congestion 
in the yards at Minneapolis. 

Bright amber color 562-lb blue-stem is 
quoted at 15@12c under May, 50-lb at 22@ 
18c under May and 48-lb at 25c under. The 
highest bid on the best 48-lb wheat is 30c 
under. Elevator companies say there is a 
mixing profit in it at that price. 

Premiums on top grades are relatively 
unchanged, though trades are now based on 
the May instead of the December option. 
No. 1 northern, blue-stem, is quoted at 2c 
under to 3c over May; No. 1 velvet chaff, 
3@2e under May; No. 2 northern, blue-stem, 
5@3c under May; No. 2 velvet chaff, 6@4c 
under May; No. 3 northern, 25@t0c under 
May; No. 4 wheat, 45@20c under May. 

The appended table shows closing prices 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of cash 
No. 1 northern, No. 2 northern and No. 3 
northern wheat: 
Dec. No. 1 nor 
8... 180% @185% 
183 @188 
180% @185% 
12.. 171% @176% 
13.. 172% @178% 
14.. 172 @178 
15.. 159% @165% 
16.. 167% @173% 
18.. 168% @174% 
19.. 170% @176% 
21*. 120% @122% 
22 122% @125% 

#1915. +1914. 

Average prices 


No. 2 nor No. 3 
175% @181% 155% @178% 
178 @184 158 @181 
175% @181% 155% @178% 
168% @172% 146% @169% 
167% @173% 150% @170% 
167 @173 157 @170 
154% @160% 137% @157% 
162% @168% 145% @165% 
163% @169% 146% @166% 
165% @171% 153% @168% 
116% @118% 109% @115\% 
119% @123% 116% @121% 


of cash wheat sales at 


Minneapolis for No. 4, sample grade and 
no-grade: 
Dec. No.4 8S.G. N.G. a No.4 8.G. N.G. 


-141% 122% 
-147% 132% ie 134% 
15...1388% 127% 56% 127% 156% 
Closing prices of en May and July 
wheat: 


13...142% 120 
4 


Dec. Dec. May July Dec. Dec. May July 
13...172% 175% 171% 16...167% 170% 165% 
14...172 175 170% 18...168% 171% 165% 
15...160 162% 157% 19...170% 173% 167% 


PRICES 
durum wheat in 


DURUM WHEAT 


Daily closing prices of 
Minneapolis were: 


Dec. No.1 No.2 No.3* Dec. No.1 No. 2 No. 3* 
13...177% 172% ..... 16...172% ree, 160% 
14...177% 172% ..... 18...174% 169% ..... 

.164 159 158% 19...175% 170% 168% 


*Average of closing prices. 
WEER’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Receipts at Minneapolis by weeks ending 


Saturday were: Dec. 18 

Dec. 16 Dec. 9 1915 
Wheat, bus .....2, 236,800 3,418,680 5,651,040 
Flour, bbis ...... 16,694 24,379 24,558 
Millstuff, tons 1,247 1,178 2,091 
Cores BUR oc csice 277,720 473,550 155,150 
Oats, bus ....... 340,280 540,000 1,141,850 
Barley, bus ..... 514,560 837,200 1,609,500 
Rye, DOW. .o0 vices 146,370 264,480 220,020 
Flaxseed, bus 234,320 311,300 24,558 











Shipments 


ending Saturday were: 

; Dec. 16 
Wheat, bus ..... 830,400 
Flour, bbis ...... 338,920 
Millstuff, tons ... 12,688 
Cth, BUD sc cece 342,200 
Gate, GEN 2.65.0. 673,200 
Barley, bus ..... 550,800 
Rye, bus ........ 209,600 
Flaxseed, bus 26,880 


from Minneapolis 


by weeks 
Dec, 18 

Dec. 9 1915 
951,060 2,035,800 
378,582 473,299 
14,137 16,392 
342,000 77,400 


799,260 1,120,540 
706,120 1,671,570 
236,800 254,720 

34,580 34,980 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 


At Minneapolis for the week ending Satur- 
day, the receipts of wheat by cars were as 











Dee. 18 Dec. 19 














follows, with comparisons: 
Dec. 16 Dec. 9 1915 1914 
No. 1 hard ..... 73 136 338 3 
No. 1 northern. 149 167 2,057 455 
No. 2 northern.. 79 104 1,292 419 
TLE ee 146 188 649 485 
} ae errr ree ee 504 808 394 347 
Rejected re ae oes 66 83 
No-grade ....... 17 28 103 18 
Sample grade... 312 462 78 ee 
Totals, spring.1,280 1,893 6,977 1,810 
Hard winter ... 500 589 377 431 
Macaroni ....... 103 167 261 70 
TRIBOG, 00s cccivce 153 244 284 55 
Western ....... 96 172 38 3 
Totals - 2,132 3,065 6,937 2,369 

MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 


Wheat in Minneapolis pub] 


ic elevators was 


reported as follows by the Chamber of Com- 


merce on dates given, 


in bushels (000’s omit- 


Dec. 18 Dec. 19 





ted): 
Dec. 16 Dec. 9 1915 1914 
No. 1 hard ..... 512 466 359 179 
No. 1 northern. .1,851 1,792 2,438 4,640 
No. 2 northern. .2,356 2,311 2,161 5,089 
Other grades....7,373 6,914 3,678 7,768 
DOOM *... 600.0 12,092 11,483 8,636 17,676 
WS BOSS wc cece 27,020 3U,266 9 “cece wencs 
Im BOSS 2 csccse 16,447 14,826 ..... seeee 
eRe 26,309 DUBEAT even ceeds 

COARSE GRAIN PRICES 


Daily closing cash prices of No. 3 yellow 


corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 


2 rye and the 


range of quotations on barley at Minneapolis 
during the week were, per bushel: 


Dec. Corn Oats 
12.. 84 @85 
13.. 85% @86% 47 
14.. 85% @86% 47 
15.. 83% @85 
16.. 87% @88% 47 
18.. 89% @90% 48 
20*. 72% @73% 39% @40% 
71915. 


Rye 

46% @46% 133@134 7 
@47% 130@132 7 
@47% 131@133 7 
44%@45 127@128 7 
@47% 129@130 
@48% 129@130 
88@ 89% 56@ 63 


Barley 


79@112 


COARSE GRAIN STOCKS 
Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 


in Minneapolis, in bus (000’s 


omitted), were: 


Dec. 18 Dec. 19 Dec. 20 


Dec. 16 Dec. 9 1915 
Corn ... 92 82 15 
Oats ...7,232 7,131 3,558 
Barley... 680 640 554 
Rye .... 632 638 533 
Flaxseed. 269 264 169 


1914 1913 
477 48 
4,573 3,060 
698 1,182 
223 769 
365 229 





Closing Wheat Prices 


Closing prices of December, 
cash wheat at points named, 
the week, per bushel, were: 


May, July and 
on each day of 


DECEMBER WHEAT 


Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 


12 13 14 
Mpls. -171% 172% 1 
Duluth ...174 17441 
Chicago ..154 154 1 
St. Louis. .165% 167 
Kans. City.161 162 


7 
7 
5 


Mon 
15 16 18 


2 160 167% 168% 

4% 161% 168 

3% 142% 151% 153% 
166% 153% 161% 
1615 151 

% 172% 157% 167 ..... 


168% 


169% ..... 


162% 170% 171% 
4% 175% 175% 162% 170% 171% 


1625 164% 
162% 163% 


Winnipeg 173% 172 
MAY WHEAT 
Mpls. .....174% 175% 175 
Duluth 17 
Chicago -165% 167% 166% 154 
St. Louis. .165% 167 166% 154 
Kans. City.162% 1645 163% 151% 160% 160% 


173% 


Winnipeg 177% 177% 177% 163% 171% 
JULY WHEAT 

Mpls, ..... 170% 171% 170% 157% 165% 165% 

Chicago ..142% 143% 142% 131% 137 138 


Kans. City.139 


141% 140 129 


135% 134% 


_ASH WHEAT 


Mpls.*¢ ...173% 175% 175 162% 170% 171% 
Duluth*t .172% 173% 173% 160% 168% 169% 
Chicago*t 173 169% 171% 164% 167% ..... 
St. Louist— 

2 hard ..t....173 172% 164% ..... 169 

ZS FOE ..cSe.es ATC IGS Fo ae we wee 171 
Kans. Cityt— 

2 hard ..170 168% 168 Sen. Seebes 164% 

2 red ...169% 168% 166 169% ..... 164% 
Milw’kee*t.172 170 171 164 169% 170% 
Toledo— 

2 red ...169% 171% 170% 157% ..... 168% 
Winnip’ g* 174% 173% 173% 158% 186% ..... 

*No. 1 northern. tAverage of closing 
prices. tNo quotations. 





Coarse Grain in Northwest 


Dec. 19.—For the week, oat 
general demand and 


strong. 


s were in good 
Elevators, 


shippers and feeders were good buyers. No. 


3 white sold today at 47%@ 
white, 46% @47c. 

Corn was in fair to good 
firm up to today, 


48c bu; No. 4 


demand, and 


wherr market was dull 


and many cars were carried over till tomor- 


row. Choice yellow grades 
tive, the lower grades 
drag on a few days. 
No. 3 yellow, 88@88%c bu; 
75 @86e. 

Rye was quiet on account o 
tion, but prices were steady. 
at $1.30@1.31 bu today. 

Malting barley in eastern 
active and strong, and other 
that could be shipped 
steady. 


Closing range today, 78c@$1. 


being 
Closing prices today: 


were most ac- 
inclined to 


other grades, 


f the car situa- 
No. 2 closed 


cars was very 
grades in cars 


in fair demand and 
Other cars were slow and easier. 


11 bu. 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


COOPERS’ CHIPS 

Barrel sales last week were the lightest 
in a long time, and were very much under 
those of the corresponding week in other 
years. 

For the week ending Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was unloaded by three Min- 
neapolis shops as follows: elm staves, 7 
cars; heading, 3; patent hoops, 1; total 
cars, 11. 

The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
10,995 barrels for the week ending Satur- 
day represented the consumption approx- 
imately of 54,800 patent hoops and 34,700 
wire hoops. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by 


three Minneapolis shops for the week ending 
on the dates given below were: 


ale: Make 

1916 1915 1914 1913 1916 

Dec. 16.*11,915 27,260 17,690 25,895 24,985 
Dec, 9.. 28,190 22,270 19,605 21,665 26,955 
Dec. 2.. 19,900 23,690 12,185 27,470 18,410 
Nov. 25. 21,385 32,535 21,985 26,220 24,765 
Nov. 18. 34,865 33,370 21,425 29,760 29,455 
Nov. 11. 25,905 26,310 19,170 29,145 21,215 
Nov. 4. 24,670 23,550 20,525 34,570 19,590 


*These figures include 1,844 half-barrels, 
two half-barrels being counted as one barrel. 

Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock, prompt shipment f.o.b. cars, Minne- 
apolis: 


Michigan elm staves, M........ $10.00 @10.50 
 DORUON, BE cccscccdcctveces 9.25@ 9.50 
Basswood heading, set ....... » H@T%e 
Birch heading, 17%-inch, set... 7 @7%c 
Patent hoops, 6 ft., M.......... 10.75 @11.25 
Patent hoops, ae ree 10.50@10.75 
Birch staves, Mn ceccccccccccss 9.25@ 9.75 
Beech staves, M ........ conesée 9.25@ 9.75 
Hickory hoops, M ...ccccccccce 6.00@ 6.50 
Head linings, carload, M iri 30@ .40 
Head linings, small lots, M..... 40@ _ .50 


Special reports to The Northwestern Miller 
from northwestern shops outside of Minne- 
apolis as to the use of flour barrels, show: 





No. -—Barrels—, No. 1915 
shops’ sold made shops. sold 
Dec, 16.... 8 1,245 875 4 4,300 
Dec, 9.... 4 2,425 2,225 6 7,395 
Dec, 2..... 4 2,615 1,445 3 1,835 
Nov. 25.... 5 1,960 2,690 3 1,535 
Nov. 18.... 5 4,316 3,860 5 8,230 
Nov. 11.... 4 2,380 3,440 5 9,155 
Nov. 4.... 5 3,665 3,915 5 3,860 
Following are the points reporting: Fari- 
bault, Red Wing and Shakopee. 
Flaxseed and Products 
Export demand for linseed oil cake is 


represented to be as brisk as ever. Ex- 
porters on the Atlantic seaboard are in the 
market right along, while British and con- 
tinental importers are buying direct. Min- 
neapolis linseed mills are understood to have 
the bulk of their production for several 
months to come already contracted for. Lin- 
seed oil cake is firm at $44 per 2,000 Ibs, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis. A 

Domestic buyers are fighting shy of lin- 
seed oil meal at $45 ton, car lots. The 
consumption is at a minimum. Resellers are 
said to be offering oil meal at a trifle under 
what mills ask. 

Raw linseed oil is firm at 91@92c gallon, 
car lots, f.0.b. Minneapolis. Demand is only 
fair. 

The trade believes that the bulk of the 
northwestern crop has already been market- 
ed. Holdings in interior elevators are be- 
lieved to be very light. The extremely high 
prices proved attractive to both farmers and 
elevators, and holdings have been rushed to 
terminals as fast as rolling stock could be 
secured, 

* * 

Daily closing prices per bushel of No. 1 

flaxseed in Minneapolis and Duluth: 


-—Mpls— -——Duluth——_, 


Track Toarr. Track Dec. May 
Dec, 12....$2.81% 2.81% 2.83 2.80% 2.86 
Dec. 13.... 2.81% 2.81% 2.83 2.79 2.86 
Dec, 14.... 2.84% 2.84% 2.86% 2.83% 2.89% 
Dec. 15.... 2.79% 2.79% 2.80% 2.78% 2.83% 
Dec, 16.... 2.82 2.82 2.88% 2.80% 2.86% 
Dec. 18.... 2.87 2.87 2.88% 2.85% 2.91% 


Receipts of flaxseed by weeks ended Sat- 
urday and stocks in store at Minneapolis 
and Duluth, in bushels (000’s omitted): 

c—Receipts——_, -——In store——, 


1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
Minneapolis 234 25 253 .269 169 365 
Duluth,.... 237 «141 52 877 759 176 

Totals.... 471 166 305 1,146 928 546 


of flaxseed at 
1916, to 


shipments 
Duluth, Sept. 1, 


Receipts and 
Minneapolis and 














Dec. 16, 1916, were, in bus (000’s omitted): 
--Receipts—, -—-Shipments— 
1916 1915 +1916 1915 
Minneapolis 5,054 3,385 844 490 
Duluth ........ 5,893 3,644 6,062 3,735 
TOCA. 004.50 10,947 7,029 6,906 4,225 





Minneapolis-Duluth-Winnipeg Receipts 
Wheat receipts in carloads at Minneapolis, 
Duluth and Winnipeg for six days were: 


-——-Mpls—— -—Duluth—, Winnipeg 

1916 1915 1916 1915 1916 1915 

Dec. 13.... 372 884 123 467 761 1,611 
Dec. 14.... 316 607 68 415 642 1,057 
Dec. 16.... 257 960 126 406 716 1,109 
Dec. 16.... 155 678 53 375 557 1,201 
Dec. 18.... 355 1,067 66 799 1,080 2,085 
Dec. 19.... 233 687 93 446 518 1,285 
Totals....1,688 4,833 529 2,908 4,274 7,748 





Marine war risk insurance has been 
picasa! advanced, and 5 per cent is now 
rged on all United Kingdom vessels, 

er passenger or tramp. 








OCEAN RATES 


Ocean rates on flour from Atlantic ports, 
as quoted in Minneapolis, Tuesday, were as 
follows, in cents per 100 Ibs: 








a From. ~ 
Phila- 
New Bos- Balti- del- 
To— York ton more phia 
Aberdeen ........ 80.00 .... 82.00 
Amsterdam ..... 176.00 a-0bs 
SOROS, 6 50% 000s b ware 60.00 
tae eS 65.00 essed 
COrGim cosecescss 62@65 7% etme See 
Christiania ...... 150.00 -» 152.00 151.00 
Copenhagen ..... 150.00 - 152.00 151.00 
DOE okies wvnes eevee 61.00 cece 
DURGCe 2... ccees ree seas 
GIRRBOW. .65cccnse 60.00 «+++ 60.00 Sten 
Gothenburg ...... 150.00 .... 152.00 151.00 
bl .. TE EE EE 131.25 ° TY Saas 
Helsingfors ..... 156.00 158.00 157.00 
| rer ‘ mere-é ee 
ey rere: 00 ..+- 67.00 
Liverpool . 60.00 60.00 
LOMGOR .cecccsee 5 aoe’ oa'ee 
Manchester . rr 70.00 
Marseilles .. . rr 
Rotterdam & 
St. John’s, N. F.. 66.00 


Rate from Newport Sewn - Catena, 65e. 

The rates quoted on sacked flour are sub- 
ject to confirmation with respect to the 
quantity, period of shipment and/or specific 
steamer or sailing date. All contracts and 
all shipments are subject strictly to the ex- 
press stipulations of the “War Clause”’ 
adopted by the respective steamship services. 


ALL-RAIL RATES 
All-rail rates from Minneapolis and Min- 
nesota Transfer, in cents per 100 Ibs: 












To— To— 

Albany ...... - 25.1 Philadelphia .... 23.8 
Baltimore 22.8 Philadelphia* ... 21.3 
Baltimore* ..... 20.3 Philadelphiaft ... 21.3 
Baltimoret ..... 20.3 Pittsburgh ..... 19.0 
Binghamton - 33.8 Portland .:....¢. 27.8 
Boston ........+. 27.8 Portland* ...... - 22.3 
Boston* 22,3 Punxsutawney .. 22.8 
Bostont .. oo Sees) =GUGRRE. cccccvece 32.8 
Buffalo .. -. 19.0 Richfield Springs 25.1 
Corning 22.8 Rochester ...... 22.8 
Elmira ......... 22.8 Rockland ....... 27.8 
ME Sas bib chon 06 19.0 Schenectady .... 25.1 
Hornell ......... 22.8 Scranton ....... 23.8 
TORROR cicccccccc 22.8 Stanstead ....... 27.8 
Montreal ....... 27.8 Syracuse ....... 22.8 
Mount Morris... 22.8 Troy . coos 28.2 
Newport News*. 20.3 Utica . 24.1 
New York ...... 25.8 Wayland cecve . 22.8 
New York® ..... 22.3 Chicago (local). 10.0 
New Yorkt ..... 23.3 Wilkes-Barre ... 23.8 
Ogdensburg ..... 27.8 


*Applies on flour for export only. tExport 
shipment of grain products (except flour), 
including bran, oil cake, malt sprouts, etc. 


Export all-rail rates on flour from Minne- 
apolis, in cents per 100 Ibs: 
Through -—Proportionals to— 


To— rate Chicago* Eastt 
Boston .sccvccs 22.3 7.6 14.8 
New York ..... 22.3 7.6 14.8 
Philadelphia ... 21.3 7.5 13.8 
Baltimore ..... 20.3 7.6 12.8 
Norfolk ........ 20.3 7.6 . 12.8 


*Minneapolis to Chicago. tFrom Chicago 
east. 


WHEAT RATES.FROM CANADA 
Following are rates in cents per 100 lbs 
made on wheat by the Canadian Pacific in 
conjunction with the Great Northern and 
Soo roads, from points in western Canada 


to Duluth, Minneapolis and Minnesota 
Transfer: 

From— From— 
Brandon ......... 13 Portage la Prairie 4 
Moose Jaw ...... 18 Broadview ....... 
Medicine Hat..... 22 Swift Current .... 20 
COIBBEH icc cccccces 24 Saskatoon ....... 22 
Edmonton ....... 25 Outlook .......... 22 
Winnipeg ........ 12 Lenore ........... 15 
Rapid City ...... BO - COMGED. 6s ccc ccccse 25 
Lethbridge ...... 23 Red Deer ........ 25 
Coronation ....... 26 


Oats and barley take the same rate as 
wheat, while flaxseed is 1c higher. 


TRANSIT RATES ON WHEAT 

A rate of 50c per 100 Ibs is in effect on 
wheat from interior eastern Washington, 
Idaho and Oregon points to Chicago, milling- 
in-transit privileges at Minneapolis, with no 
penalty. Transit rates from other points 
from which local mills can draw wheat are, 
in cents per 100 Ibs: 





r To ‘ 
Minneapolis Chicago 


Gallatin Valley, Mont...... 30 37% 
Miles City, Mont. ......... 23% 31 

Billings, Mont. 385% 
Townsend, Mont. 38% 
Glendive, Mont. 28% 
Helena, Mont, ...... 39% 
Kansas City, Mo. 19% 
Ce Tv 88s cceive nes 18% 





SOUTHERN FLOUR RATES 
Freight rates on flour in sacks, cents per 
100 lbs, from Minneapolis and Chicago to 
the southern points named: 


To— Chicago Mpls 
Jacksonville ...........+0.. 29.4 39.0 
EE, Seve e gedit ybbesecvud *. 33.4 43.0 
New Orleans .............. 17.5 27.5 
PD os vbe'vc vetogebs 29.4 39.0 
BEORUBOMSTY once cc cccccese 29.4 39.0 
Saree ts ee 29.4 39.0 
SEED ea ba Veni o's 066 evade bhs 17.5 27.5 
., _, . WRERIIEOTS SOR CTT 29.4 42.0 
SE ott Coaveweccietven 31.4 41.0 
‘Savannah 29.4 39.0 
BORER oc cvicccsscecs - 32.4 42.0 
BUBGR ob cicccccccccs - 32.4 42.0 
Charleston 29.4 39.0 
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KANSAS CITY 
Rates on flour for domesti¢ shipment, a})- 
rail, from Kansas City to points named, i), 
cents per 100 Ibs: 


New York ...... 29.5 Scranton 

PeBROE 2g bass vicies 31.5 Baltimore 26. 
Philadelphia .... 27.5 Washington ..... 26 
Pittsburgh ...... BB.0 DOtrest ~ scccscss 
yo err ae 28.8 Rochester 

Syracuse ........ 26.5 Cleveland 


Va. com. points.. 26.5 Louisville 


Inland rates, all-rail, on flour for expor:, 
Kansas City to ports named: 


eee 26.8 Baltimore ...... 24 
New York ...... 26.8 -Halifax ......... 27.58 
Philadelphia .... 25.8 Portland, Me.... 26 s 
Virginia ports... 23.8 Montreal ....... 2: 


St. John, N. B... 26.8 

Through foreign rates on flour may } 
arrived at by figuring above rates to A 
lantic ports in connection with ocean rat: 
quoted at the head of this department. 


ST. LOUIS 
Nominal rates on flour in sacks, in cents 
per 100 lbs, via lake-and-rail, from St. Louis 
or East St. Louis to foreign ports: 


Aberdeen ..... 89.00 Glasgow ....... 65.00 
Amsterdam ...191.00 Leith ......... 74.00 
Bristol .cccicce 80.00 Liverpool ...... 65.00 
Christiania ....165.00 London........ 65.00 


Copenhagen ...165.00 Manchester - 65.00 
Dundee «+++ 74.00 Rotterdam ....190.00 

Domestic rates, all-rail, on flour in sacks, 
in cents per 100 Ibs: 


New York ..... 20.50 Baltimore ..... 17.50 
Boston ........ 22.50 Washington - 17.50 
Philadelphia ...18.60 Detroit ........ 10.90 
Buffalo ... - 14.00 Newport News.. 17.50 
AlDARY .ccces +» 19.80 Richmond, Va.. 17.50 
Syracuse ...... 17.50 Rochester ..... 17.50 
Va. com, points. 17.50 Cleveland ...... 11.90 


Scranton ...... 18.50 Indianapolis ... 8.20 





DETROIT AND TOLEDO 
Rates on flour, in cents per 100 Ibs, from 


Detroit, Toledo and Sandusky to points 
named: Reship- 
Ex-lake Reship- ping 
Ex-lake export ping export 
New York ..:... 14 12 14 12 
Boston ......... 16 12 16 12 
Philadelphia ... 12.5 11 12 11 
Baltimore ...... 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Richmond ...... 11.5 10.5 11 10 
og. eee 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Washington, D.C. 11.5 os 11 10 
Cumberland, Md., 
Meyersdale, 
Pa., Piedmont, 
Ww. ‘Va. eevee 1 10.5 
Albany ........ - 13.5 13.5 
WUleR secccacese 12 ee 12 
Syracuse ....... 11.5 ee 11 
Rochester ...... 11 os 11 
CHICAGO 


Rates on flour for domestic shipment, 
lake-and-rail, from Chicago to points named, 
in cents per 100 lbs, are shown herewith: 


Baltimore ......11.7 Boston ......... 16.7 
Rochester +3 13.7 Philadelphia .... 12.7 
5 | rr 13.7 Pittsburgh ...... 12.7 
SOREED ccvcucees ear "eee 14.2 
New York ..... - 14.7 





United States Visible Grain Supply 
Visible supply of grain in the United 
States in bushels (000’s omitted): 
Dec. 16 





Wheat Corn Oats Rye Brly 
Baltimore 2,601 276 786 669 171 
a, ee 273 139 1,000 129 9 
Buffalo ..... 3,825 68 2,871 43 1,119 
Afloat .... 2,664 Tor 116 149 
Chicago .... 5,003 1,196 20,211 140 3464 
Afloat ons Sou. Bee” vee ‘ 
| 528 216 288 43 , 
po ee 4,484 sve 3,008 97 585 
Galveston ... 2,381 16 ee eee se 
Indianapolis. 224 383 802 4 
Kansas City. 11,422 211 3,796 46 “ 
Milwaukee... 1,109 70 1,369 120 568 
Minneapolis.. 12,092 92 7,232 632 680 


New Orleans. 3,137 203 .166 ... 121 
3 








Newp. News. 41 ea 650 3 ve 
New York... 4,811 303 1,868 85 765 
Omaha ..... 1,254 501 1,776 144 14 
Peoria ...... 14 103 851 ees 23% 
Philadelphia. 1,819 39 442 35 12 
St. Louis.... 2,115 110 888 14 22 
Toledo ...... - 1,580 120 510 5 : 
eS eee 872 280 907 ade 61 

Totals..... 62,249 4,326 50,626 2,225 40 
Dec. 9, 1916 59,186 


Dec. 18, 1915 57,215 6,121 21,208 2,917 3 
Dec. 19, 1914 75,106 13,326 31,683 1,791 
Dec. 20, 1913 62,369 4,856 26,492 2,359 

Changes for the week: Increases—Wh.« it, 
3,063,000 bus; corn, 953,000; oats, 1,156,100; 
rye, 211,000; barley, 67,000. 


{ 
3,373 49,470 2,014 4,773 
4 





Northwestern Flour Output—Exports 
The attached tables show the flour output 
and foreign shipments and approximate « m- 
sumption of wheat by mills of Minneap»lis 
and Duluth; also by 65 “outside” mills with 
a daily capacity of 55,300 bbis, from Jan. }, 


1916, to Dee. 9, 1916, with comparisons, in 
bbls (000’s omitted): 
eee 7--Exports— 
1916 1915 1916 1915 


Minneapolis -17,784 16,937 1,284 1,332 
Duluth-Superior 882 1,252 102 a4 
65 outside mills 10,640 10,544 177 38 
eo) eee 29,306 28,733 1,563 
The same mills consumed wheat in this 

period, in bus (000's omitted), as follows: 
1916 1915 








1,704 


en ST ere 80,028 76,216 
Duluth-Superior ............ 3,969 5,634 
SO -CBURe CRT isk ii cas 47,880 47,448 

|) PUPPET ESTEE ET ie 131,877 129,298 
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MINNEAPOLIS AND NORTHWEST 


(Continued from page 806.) 
In the meantime, charges for attorneys 
and receiver are growing. 
This company failed Jan. 25, 1916. 


“EVENTUALLY” IN ELECTRICITY 
/'The Washburn-Crosby Co. has recently 
emodeled the large electric sign over its 
mills at Minneapolis and has made the 
kevword “Eventually” the feature of it. 
This word is made up of electric lights, 
and under it is a very large sign— 
“\ashburn-Crosby Co.—Gold Medal 
Flour.” Latter is 390 feet long, and the 
letters are 16 feet high. 

The word “Eventually” is 66 feet in 
length; the initial letter E is 20 feet 
high and the smaller letters 64% to 16 
feet. In this sign are a total of 907 lights, 
of which 90 are 300-watt and 817 26- 
watt. At night it is very conspicuous. 
* MINNESOTA INTERIOR MILL PRICES 


A common basis on which flour is being 
sold by mills at interior points in Min- 
nesota, in straight or mixed-car lots, is: 
patent, $8.80@8.90 per bbl in 98- and 49- 
lb sacks; straight, $8.60@8.70. For lots 
of less than one car, 20c is usually added. 

The approximate prices at which mills 
at interior points in Minnesota are selling 
millfeed in mixed cars with flour are $28 
@29 for bran in 100-lb sacks, $32@33 for 
shorts, and $37@38 for flour middlings. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 

A little durum clear was sold for ex- 
port Dec. 18. 

The new Equity elevator at St. Paul 
is to be placed in operation this week. 

The Wabasha (Minn.) Roller Mill Co. 
is sending to friends an attractive mem- 
orandum book and diary. 

Forty-nine interior mills of the North- 
west last week produced 189,000 bbls o 
flour less than a year ago. ; 

R. R. Barber, manager of the Omaha, 
Neb., office of the Washburn-Crosby Co., 
visited headquarters last week. 

The 100-bbl mill at Browerville is to be 
moved to Hawley, Minn. The property is 
owned by the Long Prairie Milling Co. 

KE. E. Schober, secretary of the Phoe- 
nix Mill Co., Minneapolis, left Dec. 16 
for California, where he will remain for 
the winter. 

The Carpenter-Meining’ Co., Duluth, 
Minn., has changed its name to the Henry 
C. Meining Co. This involves the retire- 
ment of L, F. Carpenter. 

The Eureka (S. D.) Milling Co. has 
been incorporated, with $50,000 capital 
stock. F. W. Hoenemeyer, Christian 
Bauer and P. G. Nelhoff are the princi- 
pals. 

Frank B. Tompkins, for 13 years chief 
inspector of the Peoria Board of Trade, 
has been appointed superintendent of the 
federal grain inspection bureau at Min- 
neapolis. 

Robert M. Bryce, of the Bryce Baking 
Co., Indianapolis, Ind., was in Minne- 
apolis for a brief stay Dec. 9, as the guest 
of M. A. Gray, chemist of the Pillsbury 
Flour Mills Co. 

The Empire Milling Co., Minneapolis, 
has engaged William A. Bassett, of Eliza- 
beth, N. J., and Fred W. Choat, of Bos- 
ton, to represent it in eastern Pennsyl- 
vania and New England. 

C. A, Moore, cashier for Regan Bros., 
bakers, Minneapolis, was in Kansas City 
last week attending a meeting of the 


Co-operative Service Association, at 
which a uniform system of bookkeeping 
for bakers was discussed. 


C. A. Serum has resigned his position 
with the Capital City Milling Co., St. 
Paul, and bought an interest in the firm 
of C. C, Chambers & Co., grain. Latter 
is to build a 100,000-bu transfer and 
cleaning elevator in St. Paul. 

The milling and grain trade is inter- 
ested in a report that Representative 
Young, of North Dakota, has introduced 
a bill in Congress for the erection at 
Washington of a flour mill and bakery 
. Comers the “real cost of making 
read,” 

The Equity Co-operative Milling As- 
sociation, of North Dakota, has been in- 
Corporated, with $250,000 capital stock. 
BE. A. Jernander and W. T. Johnson, of 
Fairmount, and C. J. Leo, A. M. Baker 
and Hans J. Peterson, of Fargo, are 
named as principals. 
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Macaroni factories bought some durum 
flour on the breaks of last week, but 
wanted a good deal more, especially for 
summer shipment. However, millers 
thought it was not policy to sell for long- 
deferred delivery, and hence asked for 
such prices as prevented business. 

Some large mills, with stocks in the 
East, are getting more or less trade which 
normally would go to other mills. The 
buyers have flour bought of the other 
mills, but, being unable to get it, because 
of inability of the sellers to ship, they 
are buying from eastern warehouses, that 
they may get the flour promptly. 

Important mills are not quoting Lon- 
don, Liverpool or Glasgow prices on pat- 
t flour. This is because of the uncer- 
ainty of the quality required by the 
British government. Copenhagen quota- 
tions are on the basis of 1314 guilders 
per 220-lb sack, for patent, including 
commission, and 12%, guilders for first 
clear. These prices would apply to any 
Danish port. 

By the death of Mrs. W. S. Benton at 
Los Angeles, Cal., the Young Women’s 
Christian Association and the Home for 
Children and Aged Women at Minne- 
apolis are to each receive a bequest of 
about $200,000. Mrs. Benton was the 
widow of the late W. S. Benton, presi- 
dent of the Minnesota Linseed Oil Co. 
Upon his death, substantial amounts were 
given to various charitable and benevo- 
lent institutions of Minneapolis and the 
state. 

A farmers’ club and the Crookston 
Commercial Club at Crookston, Minn., 
have passed resolutions strongly oppos- 
ing an embargo on shipments of wheat 
to foreign countries. It is declared that 
such an embargo would be detrimental 
to the best interests of the country and 
be especially harmful to agricultural in- 
terests; that it would react and adverse- 
ly affect general business and labor. S. 
M. Sivertson, of the Crookston Milling 
Co., is president of the Crookston Com- 
mercial Club. 

Some bakers were in the market in the 
last week for round lots of flour for 
shipment from April 1 onward, and in 
some instances up to October, 1917. As 
far as known, they were not successful 
in getting mills to so sellthem. It is point- 
ed out that, were millers to offer flour for 
summer shipment, they would assume the 
risk of not only an advance in wheat, but 
of a possible decline in millfeed. Present 
prices of feed are very high, and it would 
not be unnatural for quotations, when 
grass feeding comes, to go materially 
lower. 






CEREALS AND FEED 


Domestic demand for rye flour has ap- 
parently ceased. 4 


Some jobbers have reduced standard 
middlings to the same basis as bran. 

Mill oats have declined, and are slow 
at 32@42c bu, bulk, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

A. F. Bullen, secretary-treasurer of the 
Minnesota Malting Co., Red Wing, died 
Dec. 17, aged 72. 

Dealers say there is no appreciable 
increase in the supply of screenings, and 
prices are unchanged. 

Low point on bran at Minneapolis for 
the week was $22 ton, and on standard 
middlings $23, in 100-lb bags. 

A. M. Blaisdell, of the Blaisdell Mill- 
ing Co., Minneapolis, had a new auto- 
mobile stolen Dec. 16. 

Millfeed jobbers who sold short a 
month ago for December-January ship- 
ment were able in the last week to cover 
at a good profit. 

White barley from the Pacific Coast 
could be sold in Minneapolis at $1.20 bu 
and blue brewing at $1.15, but offerings 
have about ceased. 

Western demand for millfeed is only 
a fraction of what it usually is at this 
time of year. ‘The colder weather is 
expected to cause some improvement. 

E. C. Counsell, recently doing business 
at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, under the name 
of the Southwestern Feed Co., has disap- 
peared, leaving behind several creditors. 

Minneapolis millers are represented to 
be offering bran in 1,000-ton lots for de- 
ferred shipment. At around present val- 
ues, traders feel that buying for future 
delivery is too hazardous. 

The Minneapolis General Electric Co. 


is in the market for a carload of ground 
corn cobs for its plant at Grand Forks, 
N. D. This product is wanted for use in 
the purification of gas. D. R. Blaicher, 
purchasing agent at Minneapolis, can be 
addressed. 

The abnormally wide range in millfeed 
prices at Minneapolis is due to the fact 
that mills are desirous of moving feed on 
track, in cars against which there are re- 
strictions as to shipping. On the other 
hand, they are asking full prices for 
shipment in mixed cars with flour. This 
has resulted in a variation of $6 ton in 
bran quotations as made by different 
mills. 


MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 

A. H. Kirk, the veteran mill machinery 
man of Minneapolis, expects to leave 
shortly for California, for the winter. 

L. S. Meeker, Minneapolis representa- 
tive of the Richmond Mfg. Co., who fell 
and broke his arm about a month ago, is 
improving slowly. He is still confined to 
his home. 

W. A. Pennington, one of the owners 
of the 100-bbl mill at Scranton, N. D., 
was in Minneapolis Dec. 16 looking for 
a miller to take charge of the mill and 
look after business details. 

The E. A. Pynch Co., of Minneapolis, 
is distributing among customers and 
friends a useful metal desk calendar. 
The numerals are large and are so ar- 
ranged that the day of the month is 
perpetually shown. 

Peter Kiernan, employed in the Wm. 
Lindeke Roller Mill, St. Paul, while 
sweeping out the elevator shaft, was 
caught by a descending freight elevator 
and received injuries which, while seri- 
ous, are not expected to prove fatal. 

W. N. Smith, vice-president and su- 
perintendent, and Rodney J. Anderson, 
secretary, of the Montana Flour Mills 
Co., Lewistown and Harlowton, Mont., 
were in Minneapolis Dec. 13-14 on busi- 
ness pertaining to the 1,200-bbl mill 
which the company is building at Great 
Falls, Mont. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


Deliveries of wheat on December con- 
tracts at Minneapolis aggregate 655,000 
bus. 

Were it not for the decreasing receipts 
at Minneapolis, it is felt that cash wheat 
prices would go much lower. 

Wheat stocks at Minneapolis have in- 
creased 350,000 bus in three days. The 
total, Dec. 19, was about 12,442,000 bus, 
against 9,921,000 in 1915. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 1,485,000 bus of wheat. 
Receipts less shipments were 1,406,000 
bus, against 3,615,000 in 1915. 

No Canadian wheat has been worked in 
Minneapolis during the last week and, 
with Winnipeg May 2@38c over Minne- 
apolis, there is little hope of any business. 

Early bart wheat from the Pacific 
Coast is quoted in Minneapolis at De- 
cember price to 2c over; blue-stem at 4@ 
2c under December; marquis at Decem- 
ber price to 2c over. 

Grain men with a wide range of infor- 
mation look for wheat to fluctuate heavily 
for some time to come. Because of this, 
grain firms are watching the accounts of 
option traders and requiring big margins. 

Southwestern wheat is in good demand 
at Minneapolis, but receipts are com- 
paratively light. Since cars coming from 
the Southwest can be reloaded with flour 
for eastern shipment, millers prefer 
wheat from that territory. No. 2 hard 
Kansas is selling at 2@4c over May; No. 
2 Nebraska, 6@4c under May; No. 2 
Montana, 8@5c under May. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 

In putting out quotations, mills are 
generally making contracts subject to de- 
lay in shipment from inability to secure 
cars. 

The stormy and very cold weather in 
the Northwest in the last week is calcu- 
lated to greatly reduce the efficiency of 
rolling stock. . 

Eugene A. Warner, traffic manager for 
the Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., is in Chi- 
cago this week, in an effort to get flour 
shipments through to the East. 

A hearing will be held before the rail- 
road and warehouse commission at St. 
Paul, Dec. 21, on the proposal of car- 
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riers operating in Minnesota to increase 
demurrage charges on intrastate ship- 
ments. The rates proposed are: 48 hours 
free time, exclusive of Sundays and legal 
holidays; $1 for the first day afterwards, 
$2 for the second day, $3 for the third 
day, and $5 for each succeeding day. 
Based on all-rail carriage to the At- 
lantic seaboard, through rates on flour 
from Minneapolis were today (Dec. 17) 


. quoted, in cents per 100 lbs, for prompt 


shipment (14 days): To Aberdeen, 102.3; 
Amsterdam, 198.3; Baltic basis, 172.3; 
Belfast, 80.3; Bristol, 87.3; Christiania, 
172.3; Copenhagen, 172.3; Cardiff, 84.3; 
Dublin, 81.3; Dundee, 87.3; Glasgow, 
80.3; Hull, 102.3; Leith, 87.3; Liverpool, 
80.3; London, 82.3; Manchester, 90.3; 
Marseilles, 153.55; Rotterdam, 197.3; St. 
John’s, N. F., 91.8. 





DULUTH-SUPERIOR 

Dututn, Minn., Dec. 18.—The fluctu- 
ations in wheat last week disturbed con- 
ditions, and the mills experienced a re- 
duction in flour sales. The break in wheat 
was so heavy that buyers were fright- 
ened out and would not take hold. Very 
few picked up any flour; the great ma- 
jority waited for a further decline. 
When the market reacted, they awoke to 
the fact that they had overstayed, but 
then would not come in. Mills are finding 
it difficult to get cars to make shipments, 
and can see no immediate prospect of 
any change. Buyers want guaranteed 
time of delivery and, mills being unwilling 
to give it, business is further restricted. 
Mills reduced prices 50@70c bbl. 

There is a good inquiry for war flour, 
but the uncertainty of getting ocean room 
makes it impossible to make sales. 

A fair demand last week for durum 
flour, in spite of the irregularity of wheat, 
but inability of mills to guarantee time 
of delivery restricted business. Prices 
were reduced 65c bbl. 

Some small scattered lots of rye flour 
were sold, but buyers generally were in- 
active. Prices were lowered 40c bbl. 

Duluth-Superior mills last week made 
13,375 bbls of flour, or 31 per cent of 
capacity, against 41,920 bbls, or 12 per 
cent over normal capacity, the previous 
week, and 27,700 bbls, or 77 per cent, a 
year ago. 

NOTES 

The Rochester was the last boat to 
leave for Buffalo with wheat, going out 
on Dec. 12. 

Wheat going through the Soo Canal in 
November aggregated 28,520,000 bus, and 
flour 1,593,000 bbls. 

H. A. Starkey, president of the Con- 
solidated Elevator Co., is in New York 
to attend the annual meeting. 

Rye followed wheat to some extent, 
closing 10@11c lower than a week ago. 
Oats lost 21%,c; barley, 3@5c. 

Elevators will have ample room for all 
grain this winter, without the use of boats 
for storage. There is easily 20,000,000 
bus of space available. | 

Three boats arrived Saturday from 
Fort William, bringing cargoes of grain 
which were unloaded into elevator E of 
the Consolidated company. 

Final rates on grain to load for last 
trip and winter storage from Port Arthur 
and Fort William were very profitable to 
vessels. About 2,000,000 bus last week. 
were placed at 5 and 6c per bu. 

The close of lake navigation left Du- 
luth-Superior elevators with stocks of 
4,500,000 bus domestic wheat, mostly low- 
grade, and 1,000,000 bonded wheat. The 
major portion of wheat of good grade 
has been moved. 

Smaller receipts and approaching holi- 
days are making cash wheat quiet. De- 
mand for best grades is fair, but poor 
wheat is of slow sale. No. 1 northern 
holds at 2c under May, with No. 2 at 
5@10c¢ under, and No. 3 at 10@30c under. 
Montana No. 2 hard sells at 7c under 
May. No. 1 durum is bringing May 
price to 2c under, and No. 2 5@10c under. 

A. W. Frick, for 32 years connected 
with the Van Dusen Harrington Co., and 
for 20 manager of its Duluth office, has 
retired. Ill health and his desire to take a 
long rest prompted this action. For sev- 
eral years: he was on the directorate of 
the Duluth Board of Trade; also served 
as its president in 1911 and 1912. W. B. 
Joyce, associated with the company as 
cash grain man, fills the vacancy. 


F. G. Cartson. 
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Interstate Commerce Commission 

Wasurineton, D. C., Dec. 18.—The In- 
terstate Commerce Commission has given 
notice of a change in its fiscal year by 
issuing an order to the effect that all 
common carriers subject to the provisions 
of the act to regulate commerce, and the 
owners of all railroads engaged in inter- 
state commerce, are required hereafter to 
file in the office of the commission, on or 
before March 31 of each year, reports 
covering the period of 12 months ended 
Dec. 31, and giving particulars heretofore 
called for in the annual reports required 
by the commission. Previously the fiscal 
year has ended June 30, as in all other 
federal departments. 


MC CAULL-DINSMORE CASE 


The commission has filed a decision in 
the case of the McCaull-Dinsmore Co., of 
Minneapolis, against the South Dakota 
Railway Co. and others. 

Rates on oats and shelled corn in car- 
loads from points in Iowa and South 
Dakota to Kansas City, Mo., and other 
lower. Missouri River points are found 
unreasonable to the extent that they ex- 
ceeded the aggregates of the intermedi- 
ate rates contemporaneously in effect. 
The allegation that certain shipments 
were misrouted is not sustained. Repa- 
ration is awarded. 

Complaints filed Jan. 27, 1915, and on 
later dates allege that the rates charged 
by defendants for the transportation 
during the period from Aug. 4, 1913, to 
March 10, 1914, of carload shipments of 
oats and shelled corn between the points 
indicated were unreasonable; that cer- 
tain of the rates charged were in violation 
of section 4 of the act, and that certain 
of the shipments were misrouted. 

The commission finds that complainant 
made shipment as described, and paid 
charges thereon at the rates stated, and 
that it has been damaged to the extent of 
the difference between the charges col- 
lected and the charges that would have 
accrued at the rate found to have been 
reasonable. 

The exact amount of reparation due 
cannot be determined on the record, and 
the complainant is directed to prepare a 
statement showing, as to each shipment 
on which reparation is claimed, the date 
of delivery, point of origin, route, etc. 


Upon the receipt of a statement so pre-~ 


pared by the complainant and verified by 
the defendant, the commission will con- 
sider entering orders awarding definite 
reparation. 


DES MOINES GRAIN CASES 


The commission has rendered a decision 
in the complaint of the Beaver Valley 
Milling Co., the Des Moines Elevator Co. 
and the Taylor & Patton Co., all of Des 
Moines, Iowa, against the Atchison, To- 
peka & Santa Fe Railway Co. and others. 

Rates on wheat and coarse grain from 
points in South Dakota to Des Moines 
are found unjust and unreasonable, and 
defendants are given until Feb. 1, 1917, 
to propose tariffs to remedy the situation. 

The proportional rates of 8c on wheat 
and 7c on coarse grain from Des Moines 
to Kansas City, Mo., on shipments des- 
tined to points in Kansas, Oklahoma, and 
Texas, are not found unreasonable or 
unjustly discriminatory, except as_ re- 
gards territory intermediate to Omaha 
and Des Moines, as to which a readjust- 
ment is required. 


Rates on grain from Des Moines to cer- 


tain points in northeastern Missouri and 
near-by points in Illinois are found un- 
duly prejudicial to Des Moines and ac- 
cording undue preference to Omaha. 
Defendants are required to remove this 
discrimination. 

This case was submitted Nov. 5, 1915. 
The complaint assailed as unreasonable 
and unjustly discriminatory: (1) carload 
rates on grain from points in South Da- 
kota to Des Moines; (2) carload rates on 
grain from Des Moines to Chicago; (3) 
the proportional rate from Des Moines 
to Kansas City on shipments destined to 
points in Kansas, Texas and Oklahoma, 
and (4) the carload rates on grain from 
Des Moines to points in northeastern Mis- 
souri and Ilhinois. The second of these 
contentions, involving rates from Des 
Moines to Chicago, was voluntarily aban- 
doned by the complainants after the hear- 
ing. 

Interventions were filed by the Chicago 
Board of Trade, praying that no rates be 
established which should make the combi- 
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nation rates on Des Moines less than the 
through rates to Chicago; by the Omaha 
(Neb.) Grain Exchange for the purpose 
of examining witnesses and otherwise 
protecting its interests; by the traffic bu- 
reau of the Sioux City (Iowa) Commer- 
cial Club and the Sioux City Board of 
Trade to obtain for Sioux City relief 
similar to any that might be granted to 
the complainants; by the Cedar Rapids 
(Iowa) Commercial Club, together with 
Douglas & Co., of Cedar Rapids, in sup- 
port of the continuance of the existing 
rate relationships between Cedar Rapids 
and Des Moines, and by the Quaker Oats 
Co., with mills and elevators at Cedar 
Rapids and Fort Dodge, Iowa, in opposi- 
tion to reshipping rates from Des Moines. 

The complainants showed to the satis- 
faction of the commission that grain 
rates from South Dakota to Des Moines 
were unreasonable by comparing them 
with rates on flour, by comparing them 
with rates on grain to Chicago and St. 
Paul, and by showing the relation of the 
flaxseed rates to Des Moines, St. -Paul 
and Chicago. From many stations in 
South Dakota on the Chicago, Milwaukee 
& St. Paul and from some points on the 
North Western the flour rates to Des 
Moines are lower than the rates on wheat 
and coarse grains from the same stations. 

Grain moving from South Dakota to 
Des Moines, and subsequently reshipped 
to Chicago, is accorded transit at Des 
Moines, under which the rates to and 
from Des Moines are the same as tne 
through rate from the same point of 
origin to Chicago. Under this regulation, 
when grain or its product moves into Des 
Moines and afterwards into Chicago, the 
Des Moines shivper pays the difference, 
if any, between the through rate from 
point of origin to Chicago and the local 
rate to Des Moines. The local rate, how- 
ever, is in some instances higher than. the 
through rate. In that case the carrier 
returns to the shipper enough of the local 
rate collected to reduce the total charges 
to the level of the Chicago rate. The 
commission declares there is no justifica- 
tion for such an adjustment. 

Concerning grain rates to St. Paul, 
Minneapolis and Chicago, the commission 
says they are controlled by competitive 
influences that do not exist at Des Moines, 
and for that reason Des Moines is not en- 
titled to the same rates per mile as are 
enjoyed by those markets. 

In the third complaint it is shown that 
the distance from Omaha to St. Louis is 
413 miles, while the distance from Des 
Moines is 73 miles less. The grain rates 
are the same from both markets to St. 
Louis, 9c on wheat and 8c on coarse 
grain. To some points shippers at Des 
Moines pay rates which exceed the 
amount of the rates from Omaha by the 
amount of the local from the junction 
point to the point of destination, resulting 
in material differences. Complainants are 
unable, under the existing adjustment, to 
reach these points for the sale of their 
grain, although they desire to do so, and 
could on a parity of rates. 

* * 


Another important case decided by the 
commission is that of the Greater Des 
Moines Committee against various rail- 
roads upon the complaint that rates be- 
tween Des Moines and points in Missouri, 
Nebraska, Minnesota, North Dakota and 
South Dakota are unreasonable and un- 
duly prejudicial. 

In most points of the complaint the 
commission finds for the complainant, and 
orders the defendant roads (the Omaha, 
Santa Fe, Burlington, North Western, 
Great Western, Minneapolis & St. Louis, 
Union Pacific, Milwaukee and Rock 
Island roads) to cease, on or before Feb. 
15, 1917, from maintaining objectionable 
rates, and to revise their tariffs so as to 
conform to the terms of the complaints. 


BALTIMORE PORT COMPLAINT 


The Baltimore Chamber of Commerce 
has filed with the commission the brief in 
its complaint against the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad Co. and others, which sets 
forth four specific points claimed to con- 
stitute unlawful and unreasonable dis- 
criminations in the laying and enforcement 
of embargoes in connection with export 
grain traffic to the port of Baltimore. 

The statement sets forth that two dis- 
tinct systems of embargo have been em- 
ployed in connection with such traffic: 
that of the Baltimore & Ohio, known as 
the “flat” embargo, which is absolute in 


terms, applicable to all grain dealers 
without exception, and which operates to 
prevent any shipment of grain by any 
Shipper during the existence of the em- 
bargo; and the system employed by the 
Pennsylvania and Western Maryland 
roads, known as the “modified” embargo, 
which, although absolute in general terms, 
nevertheless provides for a suspension of 
the embargo under certain conditions, so 
that shippers able to comply with such 
conditions may obtain transportation of 
their grain, notwithstanding the embargo, 
while other shippers, not able to comply 
with the conditions, are unable to obtain 
transportation. 

The conditions necessary to procure 
transportation under the so-called “modi- 
fied” embargo are that the shipper must 
first provide ocean carriage for the grain, 
and then obtain a special permit from the 
railroad company for the transportation 
of the grain to Baltimore. The inevitable 
consequence is that no dealer in export 
grain at Baltimore can obtain transpor- 
tation for his grain unless he is at the 
same time engaged in selling his grain 
abroad and providing ocean carriage for 
its export. 

The result is that the class of dealers in 
grain in Baltimore known as exporters 
have been able to procure all the trans- 
portation they require, notwithstanding 
the embargoes, while the dealers in grain 
known as receivers and commission mer- 
chants have been practically unable to 
procure any transportation at all. 

The conclusions of the brief are: that 
the modified embargoes are illegal and 
preferential, and in violation of the act 
to regulate commerce; that, in so far as 
they discriminate against certain terri- 
tories and localities, or against certain 
kinds of grain, the provisions of the em- 
bargoes are unreasonable, arbitrary and 
illegal; and that, by reason of the abuses, 
present, prospective and possible, attend- 
ant upon the unrestricted power of the 
railroads to declare embargoes, the com- 
mission should assume jurisdiction and 
supervision over the same. 


OMAHA EXCHANGE COMPLAINT 


The Omaha Grain Exchange has filed 
complaint with the commission against 
the Great Northern and the Burlington 
railroads, alleging that, while the defend- 
ants have heretofore published joint 
tariffs covering the shipment of grain in 
carload lots from points on their lines in 
South Dakota and Iowa, they have failed 
and refused to receive grain for shipment 
when tendered to them on stations on 
their lines, and will not furnish cars for 
transportation from said points if  in- 
tended for shipment to Omaha or Council 
Bluffs. ‘The complainant shows that, by 
reason of this failure to furnish cars, pur- 
chasers and receivers of grain in the mar- 
ket at Omaha and Council Bluffs are 
discriminated against, and subjected to 
serious loss and damage. 


Ricuarp B. Warrovs. 





New York State Millers Meet 

Burrato, N. Y., Dec. 18.—The New 
York State Millers’ Association held its 
annual get-together dinner here at the 
Ellicott Club, Thursday evening, Dec. 14. 
There were 55 representative flour millers 
of the state present at the dinner, which 
was pronounced a decided success. 

C. W. Price, field secretary cf the Na- 
tional Safety Council, addressed the mill- 
ers in connection with safety and welfare 
work. The president of the association, 
W. V. Hamilton, Caledonia, presided as 
toastmaster. E. BANGASSER. 





Brokers Not Authorized 

The manager of a large mill writes un- 
der date of Dec. 6. “We understand it is 
coming to light that many mills have been 
selling flour ahead to irresponsible bro- 
kers, and that not a few brokers have 
sold flour short on the market, using the 
mill’s order-book. This has naturally 
caused trouble.” 

An article bearing upon the legal re- 
sponsibility of mills in such’ cases ap- 
peared in The Northwestern Miller of 
Dec. 6 on page 666. 





Reports from The Hague state that the 
Dutch government is likely to mobilize all 
of the Dutch fleet to bring in food and 
feed supplies. A capacity of 200,000 tons 
is needed ordinarily, but under the pres- 
ent conditions, it requires 470,000 tons to 
do the work. 
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FINAL GOVERNMENT FIGURES 

The Department of Agriculture esti- 
mates the area sown to winter wheat in 
the United States at 40,090,000 acres, a), 
increase of 887,000 acres over the re- 
vised estimate for 1915. The conditic), 
of winter wheat on Dec. 1 was 85.7, 
against 87.7 in 1915; 88.3 in 1914 and 
90.2 the average for 10 years. 

Area sown to rye 4,214,000 acres, a) 
increase of 740,000 over the revised esti- 
mate for 1915. Condition, 88.8 agains: 
91.5 in 1915; 93.6 in 1914 and 92.9 the 
average for 10 years. 


United States Crops—All Grains 

Following table shows the yield of a 
grain in the United States for 1916, wit), 
comparisons, as finally estimated by t) 
Department of Agriculture (000’s omitted), 
in bushels: . 
Wheat— 1916 1915 1914 191 

Winter... 481,744 673,947 684,990 623,501 

Spring.. 158,142 351,854 206,027 239,si9 








Totals.. 639,886 1,025,801 891,017 763,3.0 


Corn ....2,583,241 2,994,793 2,672,804 2,446,9.\ 
Oats ....1,251,992 1,549,030 1,141,060 1,121,715 
Barley... 180,927 228,851 194,953 178,1\9 
oy Se 47,383 54,050 42,779 41,351 


Flaxseed.. 15,459 14,030 15,559 17,853 
Hay, tons. *89,991 85,920 70,071 64,116 
Buckwheat 11,840 15,056 16,881 13,833 


*Tame hay. Wild hay, 16,637,000 tons. 


Winter and Spring Wheat Crops 
Final estimates of the wheat crop and 
acreage of the United States, by years, made 
by the Department of Agriculture, are as 
follows (hundreds omitted in acreage and 
thousands in yield): 
o——- Acres. ——Bushels——, 
Winter Spng Total WintSpng Tot 
1916.. 34,829 17,956 652,785 482 158 640 
1915.. 41,308 19,161 60,469 674 352 1,026 
1914.. 36,008 17,533 63,641 685 206 91 
1913.. 31,690 18,485 60,184 624 240 763 
1912.. 26,571. 19,243 45,815 400 3830 730 
1911.. 29,163 20,881 49,643 431 191 621 
1910.. 27,329 18,352 45,681 434 201 636 
1909.. 28,330 18,303 46,723 446 291 737 
1908.. 30,026 17,531 47,557 438 227 665 
1907.. 28,405 16,800 45,211 409 225 634 
1906.. 29,951 17,355 47,306 493 242 735 
1905.. 29,983 17,872 47,354 419 273 693 


1904.. 27,031 17,044 44,075 325 228 552 


1903.. 32,510 16,954 49,465 402 236 638 
1902.. 26,657 19,545 46,202 363 307 670 


Rye, Barley and Buckwheat Crops 
Following table shows the acreage and 
yield of rye, barley and buckwheat in the 
United States by years, together with com- 
parisons, as estimated by the Department of 

Agriculture (000’s omitted): 

c—Rye—~, -—Barley—, Buckwheat 
bus acres bus acres bus acres 

1916... 47,383 3,096 180,927 7,674 11,840 
1915... 54,050 3,129 228,851 7,148 15,056 KY 
1914... 42,779 2,641 194,953 7,665 16,881 792 
1913... 41,381 2,657 178,189 7,499 13,833 805 
1912... 35,664 2,117 223,824 7,630 19,249 841 
1911... 33,119 2,127 160,240 7,627 17,549 833 
1910... 34,897 2,186 173,832 7,743 17,598 860 
1909... 29,520 2,196 173,321 7,698 14,849 &78 
1908... 31,861 1,948 166,756 6,646 15,874 803 
1907... 31,666 1,926 153,597 6,448 14,290 00 
1906... 33,374 2,001 178,916 6,324 14,642 789 


United States Rye Crop 
Final estimates of the rye crop of the 
United States by Department of Agriculture 
by years (000’s omitted): 


Crop Crop 

Acres bus Acres bus 
1916.... 3,096 47,388 1909.... 2,196 29,520 
1915.... 3,129 54,050 1908.... 1,948 31,551 


1914.... 2,541 42,779 1907.... 1,926 31,566 
1913.... 2,557 41,381 1906.... 2,001 33,374 
1912.... 2,117 35,664 1905.... 1,663 28,486 
1911.... 2,127 38,119 1904.... 1,793 27,235 
1910.... 2,186 34,897 1903.... 1,907 29,362 


United States Barley Crop 

The barley crop of the United States as 
finally estimated by the Department of Arri- 
culture, has been (000'’s omitted): 
Year Bus Year Bus Year Bus 
1916...180,927 1910...173,832 1904...139,;49 
1915...228,851 1909...173,321 1903...131,561 
1914...194,953 1908...166,756 1902...134.954 
1913...178,189 1907...153,597 1901. ..109,933 
1912...223,824 1906...178,916 1900... 58.926 
1911...160,240 1905...136,651 1899... 78°82 


United States Corn Crop 
The scorn crop of the United States. «as 
estimated by the Department of Agricul tr 
by years, has been (000’s omitted): 





Year Bus Year Bus Year B 

1916. .2,5 1900. .2,105, 102 
1915. 1899. .2,075 3 
1914.. 1898, .1,924.148 
1913... 2,446, 2 1897. .1,902.967 
1912. .3,127, 2, 5 1896. .2,2% ) 
1911..2,5 2, ° 1895. .2,151,.138 
1910, .2,8 . 2,52 1894. .1,21 0 
1909. .2,552,190 1901..1,522,519 1893..1,619 |" 


Flaxseed Crop of United States 
Final estimates by the Department of \s- 
riculture of the flaxseed crop of the United 
States by years (000’s omitted) were: 


Yield : Yield 
Year Acres bus Year Acres bus 
1916.... 1,605 15,459 1907.... 2,864 2: 1 
1915.... 1,387 14,030 1906.... 2,506 25,.:° 
1914.... 1,885 15,559 1905.... 2,535 28,'': 
1913.... 2,291 17,853 1904..... 3,264 23,190 
1912.... 2,861 28,073 1903.... 3,233 27,590 
1911.... 2,767 19,370 1902.... 8,740 29,°%9 
1910.... 2,467 12,718 1901.... .... 17,592 
1909.... 2,083 19,618 1900.... .... 19,919 
1908.... 2,679 25,8056 1899.... .... 16,400 
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\t last we have definite news as to the 
kind of flour we shall have to eat during 
the rest of the war. The statement made 
by Mr. Runciman in the House of Com- 
mons a week ago was not very explicit, 
and was taken to mean that no millers 
would be allowed to make flour contain- 
ing less than 80 per cent of the wheat. 

the text of a regulation by which mill- 
ers will have to abide from Nov. 27 has 
hee published, and the minimum yield of 
flour to be taken from each kind of wheat 
has been specified. The net effect of the 
regulation will be that millers will have 
to make a flour of about 76 per cent; 
that is, striking an average of all wheats. 
This will mean that we shall still eat white 
breid, though not quite so white as now. 

We are face to face with the fact that, 
from Nov. 27, millers will only be able to 
make a long straight grade, and that 
frou Jan. 1 no other flour than this may 
be used in bread-making or any other 
article of food. It is understood that im- 
ported flour will have to conform to the 
home-made article. Importers will be 
free to buy abroad and to sell in this 
country a long straight grade, containing 
about 76 per cent of the wheat berry. 

‘here is such a scarcity of all kinds of 
over-sea flour on spot that, in spite of a 
reduction in home-milled flour, there is 
only a little easing in such varieties. 
American top spring wheat patents are 
at Gls@62s 6d ex-store, and Minnesota 
patents are held at 60s 6d@62s 6d. Ameri- 
can spring wheat clears are scarce, fancy 
Minnesotas being worth 59s 6d ex-store, 
and first clears 57s 6d@58s. Canadian 
hetter-class clears are making 60s, while 
a darker quality, only fit for mixing, is 


worth 54@55s, all ex-store. 
Kinsas patents are scarce on_ spot. 
Good marks are worth 60@6l1s_ ex-store, 


while seconds would come at 59s@59s 6d. 

Manitoba exports are hard to find, and 
anything ready for immediate delivery is 
worth 60@61s_ ex-store, while patents 


would come at 61s 6d@62s 6d. 
\merican low-grades are scarce on 
spol, ordinary Minneapolis making as 


much as 46s ex-store. 

the London Flour Millers’ Associa- 
tion left the price of flour untouched, 
thouch wheat was dearer, but advanced 
the already high price of millfeed an- 
other 20s per ton. This was a significant 
step, clearly showing that, at the present 
price of wheat, millfeed must further 
rise if flour has to be kept at a standstill. 
Lonon-milled flours are quoted at 58s 6d 
(@60s 6d ex-mill. 

Over-sea soft flour is in great demand, 
but there is very little available, except 


some California soft winter patents, 
which were obtainable at 57s 6d ex-store, 
wh a few Australians are available at 
OSS 

OATMEAL 


‘itmeal is still rising, offers being 
limiled, it is said, on account of a poor 
harvest in Seotland. Aberdeen has jumped 
-S on the week, and is now 27s per 112 
lbs, while Midlothian is unaltered at 30s. 
Some American coarse, medium and fine 
varieties, which were offered a week ago 
at 24 per ton, have jumped to £26 dur- 
ing the past seven days. 


MILLFEED 


\lillfeed has risen again, fine middlings 
having been sold at £17 10s per ton, while 


coarse middlings are worth £16 and bran 
is held at £13 10s. These prices consti- 
tute another record. 


ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 
Entries of foreign flour into London 
for two weeks, with the respective coun- 

tries of origin, in sacks of 280 Ibs: 
Nov. 17 Nov. 10 








Australia ......... Lesa e be weg 6h 15,121 9,400 
United States (Atlantic ports) 2,750 10,940 
COMMER etree cee ver cccvvese 500 wie 
pO PAE AN Se Terex eer r a 500 op 
RE sa eb CR AS60000 st ecles owe 40 

ID 46 GIP CREA Eos 5 o'ee- na nege 18,871 20,380 


Average receipts for four weeks end- 


ing: 
Nov. 17 Oct. 20 Sep. 22 


Foreign wheat* ...... 78,084 80,156 66,691 
British wheatt ....... 2,343 2,772 3,640 
Foreign flourt ....... 18,163 23,454 23,284 
Foreign and British 
oy Bs eee ee 40,712 45,001 45,091 
*Qrs (480 lbs). ftQrs (504 Ibs). {tSacks 
(280 Ibs). 


UNITED KINGDOM FLOUR IMPORTS 
Imports of foreign flour into the Unit- 
ed Kingdom were as follows in hundred- 
weights of 112 lbs for the 10 months 
ended Oct. 31: 


From— 1916 1915 1914 
Argentina ....... 17,200 77,600 57,800 
Australia ....... 283,260 1,800 243,700 
Austria-Hungary... ......  sseeee 55,068 
DEE KA. Vcckéus. ‘Veutbad- -etecds 37,240 
COBBGS oc cece c es 8,751,211 2,724,560 2,826,473 
POR nh eRe, Stee 72,600 335,900 
WE teas was. Ate. Semen 216,100 
United States ...4,547,242 5,907,510 4,150,772 
Other countries.. 8,608 222,100 203,280 





8,607,521 9,006,170 8,126,333 
THE MONEY SITUATION 


There has been a strong demand for 
money the greater part of this week, with 
considerable pressure to meet all require- 
ments, but borrowers have been able to 
obtain all they wanted without applying 
to the Bank of England. Loans for the 
day are obtainable at 43,@5 per cent, and 
seven-day loans at 5. 3 

A steady business has been passing in 
long-dated treasury bills, but there was 
practically nothing doing in bank bills 
until today. Rates are as follows: three 
months’ bank bills, 514@5 9-16 per cent; 
four months’ bills, 5%4,@5 9-16; six 
months’ bills, 5 9-16@5%%; trade bills, 514 
@éy,. The bank rate remains at 6 per 
cent. 


LIVERPOOL, NOV. 21 

The foreign flour market is stagnant, 
due to the inability of the trade to esti- 
rhate what will be the consequences of 
the measures to be imposed on millers 
and merchants to secure the standardizing 
of flour, with a view to preventing in 
future any undue appreciation of values. 
The control by the government of wheat 
supplies has transformed the methods of 
trading in the raw material and greatly 
reduced the volume of business, while 
prices are fairly steady. 

Prices of foreign flour have slightly 
advanced in spite of the absence of de- 
mand, but quotations are nominal. The 
minimum quotation for American pat- 
ents on spot or to arrive is somewhere 
about 61s per 280 lbs, or 1s up, while 
local millers have made no change from 
their former basis of 55@56s for bakers 
grade, 

American and Canadian spring and 
winter wheat millers are irregular in their 
offers, but in all cases above spot parity. 
Practically no new business has material- 
ized for shipment. For Minnesota pat- 
ents 61s 6d 280 Ibs c.i.f. is asked, 
which is Is easier, and the same price 
for Canadian spring patents. Soft win- 
ters are 59s 6d, and amar 62s. 

Low-grade flours are in good request 
on spot and to arrive, and have sold in 
fair quantities at higher prices. Second 
bakers have fetched 46s ex-quay, or 2s 6d 
advance on the week. For shipment, 





America asks 44s@44s 6d c.i.f., which 
checks fresh business. 

Australian flours for shipment are firm 
at 56s c.i.f. Recent arrivals are obtain- 
able at 57s 6d ex-quay, but are not a 
free sale. 

Shipments from all Atlantic ports, in- 
cluding Canada, to Liverpool last week 
were 2,000 sacks, and to the United King- 
dom 44,000, against 114,000 during the 
same week last year. 

FROM THE TRADE 

Fennell, Spence & Co., Liverpool: Ow- 
ing to the government action, it is diffi- 
cult to ascertain values. First-hand offers 
of springs are 64@67s. A cheap line of 
winter patents was offered at 57s 6d, 
without business resulting. A line was 
sold at the end of last week at 59s 6d 
c.i.f. Low-grades are in good demand, 
42s 6d being paid for a line of Minne- 
apolis second clear, but mills are now ask- 
ing 44s cif. A parcel of 5,000 bags 
Minneapolis red dog sold for November- 
December shipment at 39s c.i.f. 

Linseed cake is in good demand at 
rapidly advancing prices, £15 10s being 
paid for Canadian cake, January sea- 
board, and £15 7s 6d for prime western 
afloat. The lowest first-hand offer was 
£16 3s 9d. 

SCOTTISH MARKETS, NOV. 20 

During the latter part of this week, 
business has been of a constrained char- 
acter owing to the further departures of 
the government in relation to wheat sup- 
plies and bread-making control, and the 
feeling that yet additional supervision 
may be enacted. In the circumstances it 
is not surprising that dealing in imported 
flours has been slow of late. Besides, as 
an adverse influence, Glasgow home mill- 
ers have’ been offering keener and suc- 
cessful competition in quoting their Mani- 
toba patents at 49s, against 65s asked by 
importers of Manitoba flours. 


Demand for Australian flour has fallen, 


off. Kansas first grades have kept around 
Gls and second grades about 59s, with 
very little passing in either. American 
winters hover near to 61s, and Canadian 
90 per cents to 57s 6d, being practically 
unchanged on the week. 

Imports into Glasgow last week includ- 
ed 14,467 qrs wheat, 26,279 sacks flour 
and 6,470 qrs maize. 


EDINBURGH AND LEITH MARKETS 

While the Edinburgh and Leith mar- 
kets have presented a firm tone, with a 
hardening price tendency, official quota- 
tions for flour have not been altered. 
Home millers’ prices range 60@63s. 

Midlothian oatmeal has advanced 3s 
per sack of 280 Ibs on the week, being 
quoted at 58s. 


STANDARD FLOUR 


Great difference of opinion prevails as 
to the feasibility of complying with the 
government’s proposed requirement that 
the manufacture of whole white flour 
should cease, and that certain products 
now eliminated should be retained. West 
of Scotland millers maintain that this 
cannot be done unless by means of a 
wholesale reconstruction of machinery, 
which they are not prepared to face. 
Some Glasgow bakers, however, are en- 
deavoring to meet the case by creating 
“bread-flour mixtures” of their own, with 
what success remains to be seen. 


IRISH MARKETS, NOV. 20 


The flour trade is at a complete stand- 
still, as nobody seems to know what is 
going to happen. There is very little flour 
to sell on spot, and it is impossible to buy 
any from either the United States or 
Canada except at prices wholly unobtain- 
able in this market. Importers are not 
sure of their position even if they do buy 
flour, as it seems impossible to conclude 









that white flour either purchased or on 

passage will be allowed to be sold when 

home millers are making a lower stand- 
ard limited to a certain percentage. 

The spot price for the small quantity 
of Minneapolis flour in store is 63s, the 
only demand being from little bakers 
through the country who have been in the 
habit of using strong flours. The ship- 
ment price is 63s net, c.i.f. Belfast, via 
Liverpool; there are no offers by direct 
steamer. 

The Kansas mills’ quotation is 58s 6d 
net, cif. Belfast, for ordinary export 
patent grades, but no business is being 
done. Consumers might have taken the 
risk at 56s, but this would be the utmost 
price. The spot price is unchanged from 
a week ago at 6ls. 

Manitoba export patent grade is offered 
in limited quantities at 61s _ ex-store. 
Mills’ price is about 59s net, c.i.f. Liver- 
pool. There are some fine short patents 
still in store, but nothing for sale, as 
stocks are mostly held against existing 
contracts. 

American soft winters are not offering 

. for shipment, but there are one or two 
little lots to be had ex-store at 62s. 

The finer qualities of mill offals have 
been very strong. Mills making large 
white bran are not offering, as they are 
uncertain as to what effect the new class 
of flour will have on offals, but resellers 
are asking £13 10s, an advance of about 
£1 10s per ton from a week ago. Ordi- 
nary white bran is £12 per ton, and small 
and medium red having advanced 10s, 
are now £10 and £11, respectively. The 
demand on all classes of feedingstuffs is 
very heavy, American maize cones being 
quoted at £17 per ton, and millers want 
£15 10s for ordinary Indian meal. 





A Slick Game 

A Chicago feed dealer selling in West 
Virginia along the Ohio River, has been 
collecting additional freight from the 
trade by adding it to the draft. When 
the car arrives, the amount, generally 
around $43, is added to the freight bill, 
but is not paid by the shipper. The buy- 
er wires the broker in Chicago that 
freight is not paid from shipping point, 
as agreed. The broker wires back, “pay 
freight, and I will remit the amount, as 
there has been a mistake on the railroad’s 
part.” The buyer pays the freight bill in 
full and then tries to collect the amount 
due him from the broker. The transac- 
tion generally ends at that, as the broker 
pays no attention to the buyer’s demands. 

A dealer at Ravenswood, who was 
caught, got a special report, and was in- 
formed that the dealer was not respon- 
sible. However, through reporting the - 
matter to another concern, he was able 
to get back the $43. Other dealers have 
not been able to get anything. This 
broker, whose prices are phn under 
the market, continues to quote the trade 
in West Virginia. 





Atlantic Congestion to Clear 

W. H. Hayward, treasurer C. A. Gam- 
brill Mfg. Co., Baltimore, Md: 

Have found business quiet during the 
last two weeks. The heavy and to some 
extent unexpected, decline in wheat 
scared buyers off for the time being. As 
we look at it, however, the situation cori- 

‘tinues strong, and we are firmly of the 
opinion that all wheat which can be sup- 
plied from this country will be wanted 
before the next crop is harvested. 

While there has been a good deal of 
congestion at Atlantic ports, no doubt 
ships soon will be provided to clean up 
everything and put the market in a much 
better condition. Stocks of wheat in 
Baltimore are practically all sold for ex- 
port, and believe they will not be replaced 
at the present level of values. 
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The flour market was practically at a 
standstill most of last week, the holiday 
inactivity being intensified by the de- 
moralizing conditions in the wheat mar- 
ket, and little business of any consequence 
was put through. In some cases, buyers 
asked on what terms mills would cancel 
contracts made some time ago. 

It is almost impossible to name prices, 
as mills are only quoting subject to con- 
firmation, and prices show a wide range, 
but no bids were received from buyers. 
Quotations made by mills during the 
week fluctuated about 50c bbl. The 
slacking up in demand was only natural, 
and mills are getting ready for a few 
quiet weeks. However, all anticipate a 
good demand after Jan. 1, as stocks are 
not burdensome at any points. 

Southern trade as reported by country 
mills was checked by the declines in the 
wheat market, and buyers were trying to 
cancel old orders instead of booking new 
lots. The car shortage also restricted 
business to a great extent. 

Inquiries from abroad were fair, and 
some small lots of well-known brands 
were sold to the Continent. Most of the 
export business went to the West Indies 
and southern countries. 

Local demand was absolutely nil. Buy- 
ers prefer to await the course of the 
wheat market, as both bakers and jobbers 
have their requirements for the next 30 
or 60 days. Demand for clears was slow, 
and buyers could not be tempted to make 
any further bookings. 

Following quotations were about mill- 
ers’ ideas of value at the close: hard 
winter fancy patent, $7.75@8.25; straight, 
$7.50@7.60; first clear, $6.50@6.70; sec- 
ond clear, . $6.10@6.40; low-grade, $5.80 
@6,—jute. Soft winter fancy patent, $8 
@8.50; second patent, $7.60@7.90; extra 
fancy, $7.25@7.50; second clear, $6.20@ 
6.75; low-grade, $6,—jute or cotton. Pa- 
cific Coast soft wheat fancy patent, $8@ 
8.50; straight, $7.60; cut-off, $7.30@7.70, 
—jute. Spring wheat patent, $8@8.50; 
first clear, $7.20@7.60,—jute. Rye, none 
offering and but little inquiry. 

Millfeed declined about $1.20 ton on 
bran and $1 on all other feeds. Demand 
and inquiries were quiet and dragging, 
the trade purchasing only current re- 
quirements. 


THE WEATHER AND THE WHEAT 


Much lower temperatures prevailed all 
last week in Missouri and southern IIli- 
nois, but no damage was done to the 


growing plant by the frost, as almost all. 


sections had a fair covering of snow. The 
plant in — however, is infested by 
fly, especially the early sown but, on the 
whole, conditions are good. 

Following is the gist of reports received: 

..-Good...The light snow covering 

was timely; zero weather. ..Six-inch snow 
covering. ..Excellent; no snow covering, 
but temperature not low enough to in- 
jure plant...In fairly good condition, 
though some fly infestation reported... 
Covered with a coat of snow. ..Good 
as can be expected; a little fly. 

Mills included in the above reports are: 

Blake Milling Co., Edwardsville, Ill. 

Columbia (Ill.) Star Milling Co. 

Highland (Ill.) Milling Co. 

Majestic Milling Co., Aurora, Mo. 

Pfeffer Milling Co., Lebanon, III. 

Ph. H. Postel Milling Co., Mascoutah, III. 


Steeleville (Ill.) Milling Co. 
Chas. Tiedemann Milling Co., O'Fallon, Ill. 


FLOUR OUTPUT 


The flour output of the St. Louis mills, 
with a weekly capacity of 40,800 bbls, 
for the week ending Dec. 16 was 34,100, 
representing 84 per cent of capacity, 
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compared with 34,350, or 84 per cent, the 
previous week, 33,600, or 82 per cent, a 
year ago, and 34,200, or 84 per cent, in 
1914, 

Outside mills, with a weekly capacity 
of 60,300 bbls, the product of which is 
sold from St. Louis, made 44,700, repre- 
senting 74 per cent, compared with 46,- 
500, or 77 per cent, the previous week, 
45,800, or 76 per cent, a year ago, and 
51,000, or 85 per cent, in 1914. 

NOTES 

W. L. Sparks, Terre Haute, Ind., vice- 
president of the Sparks Milling Co., 
called at this office last week. 

J. H. Compton, representing the Bemis 
Bro. Bag Co. at Wichita, Kansas, was 
here last week, visiting the main office. 

A. P. Husband, secretary of the Mill- 
ers’ National Federation, was in St. Louis 


“last week attending the semiannual meet- 


ing of the Southern Illinois Millers’ Asso- 
ciation and also conferring with Samuel 
Plant, president of the Federation, Louis 
Valier, president of the St. Louis Millers’ 
Club, and Ferdinand Meyer, regarding 
the mass convention of millers to be held 
at Hollister, Mo. 

The Southern Illinois Millers’ Associa- 
tion held its semiannual meeting in St. 
Louis, Dec. 12. One of the interesting 
topics discussed was the value of flour 
brands and the necessity of protectin 
same. A. P. Husband outlined the wor 
done by the Millers’ National Federation. 
A resolution was passed to co-operate 
with other milling organizations to hold 
the next mass convention of millers at 
Hollister, Mo. There were about 20 mem- 
bers present. 

At a meeting of the board of directors 
of the St. Louis Merchants’ Exchange, 
last week, the following resolutions were 
adopted: That the dues for the year 1917 
be placed at $100 per annum for each 
member, that the fee for transfer of any 
membership for the year 1917 be placed 


_at $100; that they recommend to the in- 


coming board of directors that provision 
be made for the purchase and cancella- 
tion of not to exceed 100 memberships at 
$400 for each membership, such member- 
ships to be in good standing, and the 
dues for 1917 paid,—and that they fur- 
ther recommend this programme be car- 
ried forward for the years 1918 and 
1919, by providing for the redemption of 
memberships at an increased price of 
$100 additional per year under the same 
conditions. 





To Improve California Wheat 


An unusual and interesting project 
has been undertaken by the Sperry Flour 
Co., of San Francisco, with the view of 
developing types of wheat to improve 
the quality and increase the yield of the 
California crop. This project is ex- 
plained in an article appearing the The 
Sperry Family, a magazine published by 
the Sperry Flour Co., for circulation 
among those connected with the company. 
This article is in part as follows: 

“The Sperry Flour Co. has leased the 
286-acre ranch of Mrs. W. T. Hewitt, 
located about 15 miles from Stockton, on 
the Sonora road, with the intention of 
carrying on exhaustive experiments as to 
the adaptability of various kinds of 
grain to the San Joaquin Valley. 

“The —— in yg Aenea car- 
ried on last spring by the Spe Flour 
Co. in a pote a war pA the rf oe Yous 
ranch, seven miles from Stockton, on the 
Copperopolis road, resulted so success- 
fully that the company has decided to 
work on a larger scale. The compan 
will work in conjunction with Farm Ad- 
viser Frank Lycns and the University of 
California, in order that the best results 
may be obtained. 

“A few weeks ago Professor G. W. 














Hendry, of the University of California, 
made a trip to Stockton and visited the 
ranch of Mrs. Hewitt and gave his opin- 
ion that it was an ideal place for the ex- 

riments to be carried on. He gave as 

is reason the fact of the ranch being 
composed of three different kinds of 
soil. There is a strain of sedimentary 
adobe, black adobe, and a small portion 
containing red clay and carrying a small 
amount of gravel in it. 

“The idea originated when the company 
decided to experiment with the 23 varie- 
ties of wheat secured from the Australian 
exhibit at the San Francisco Exposition. 
All of these were planted, the largest 
plot devoted to: any one of them being 
four acres. 

“Out of the many varieties planted, 
two of them appeared to have the char- 
acteristics suitable to produce a good 
yield, as well as excellent milling qualities, 
and further tests will be made with a 
view of better milling grades of wheat 
in this state. 

“Before sowing, laboratory and baking 
tests were made of all the lots, and the 
wheats ‘grown this year were also tested, 
and they compare very favorably with 
the original seed sown.” 

After giving the results obtained in 
regard to certain wheats grown by the 
company, the article adds: 

“Behind the expense and effort involved 
in these experiments is the desire to find 
a variety of wheat which will be so pro- 
ductive that the small farmer can raise 
it with profit, working it in as a step in 
his system of crop rotation. The discov- 
ery of a variety of wheat which will ful- 
fill this desire as a result of the Sperry 
Flour Co.’s experiment will go a long 
way toward boosting California toward 
the high position the state at one time 
occupied as a wheat producer. But even 
though it does not attain its desired end, 
it is an interesting example of the new 
conscience in business; the new spirit of 
co-operation which is teaching the busi- 
ness world that it pays in cold cash to 
help the other fellow make money.” 





MILL MACHINERY PATENTS 


An Illuminating Decision on the Right to 
Monopolize Mechanical Features—Non- 
conflicting Sewing Devices 


The Quaker City Flour Mills Co. has 
successfully defended a suit in which the 
Union Special Machine Co. sought to show 
that use of the Burghardt patent, cover- 
ing machinery for sewing the mouths of 
filled flour sacks, infringed the Bigelow 
and Foster patents for similar devices. 
The milling company established its claim 
that, so far as there was similarity in the 
features of the rival machines, there was 
no patent invasion, because those features 
were public property prior to the issu- 
ance of the respective patents. 

Judge Dickinson, of the United States 
district court for the eastern -district of 
Pennsylvania, in rendering his decision 
in the case, makes the following reference 
to the circumstances under which sewing 
machines came into use in mills: 

“Flour and other mill products were at 
first handled in barrels. Later, bags 
came into use. The closing of the mouths 
of the bags was done by sewing them by 
hand. . . . As was to be expected, the 
already known sewing mechanism was 
brought into requisition. A change was 
found necessary, in that the tops of the 
bags could not be folded or lapped over as 
in ordinary sewing operation, but must be 
sewed while in an upright position. The 
thrust of the needle must in consequence 
be horizontal, instead of vertical. 

“Again, the feeding mechanism in a 
sewing machine must bring the material 
to the needle and permit it to remain 
until the thrust is made and the needle 
withdrawn. . . . The inertia and mo- 
mentum of filled bags compels a continu- 
ous movement of the bag carrier, and this 
in turn requires the feeding movement 
of the top of the bag to synchronize with 
the carrying movement of the body of the 
bag, so that neither will interfere with the 
operation of the other. The bags, more- 
over, are of different lengths or heights. 

“This calls for some means of adjust- 
ing, through a raising and lowering ope:- 
ation, the position of the top of the 3 
with the position of the needle. The sew- 
ing head must also overhang the bag 
carrier, and the side toward the operator 
be open, so as to afford ready access to 
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the bags. ‘The commercial value of any 


such device consists in the reduction of 


the unit cost of the operation. It must, 
therefore, have a capacity for rapid and 
economical operation, and ~ portability 
adds to this value.” , 

The court then proceeds at consider 
able length to analyze the functions o: 
the sewing machines, observing that there 
could be no patentable invention in th. 
means of operating the carrier, or in 
changing the vertical thrust of the ordi 
nary sewing machine to a horizontal one. 
or in the use of a conveying chain or belt, 
or in providing a support under the belt, 
etc., so far as such devices were previou: 
ly in use in general mechanical operations. 

In other words, the mere adaptation o/ 
old devices to a new use in sewing flour 
sacks would not constitute patentable in- 
vention. “The prior art was rich in ai! 
the elements which enter into the co 
struction of a machine for sewing fille«| 
bags,” remarks the court. “There was 
room for mechanical improvement in 
some of its parts. There was room for 
the elimination of some of its features it 
the cost of the loss of certain function,. 
There was room for the incorporation «f 
other elements in order to give new func- 
tions to the machine through these ai- 
junctive features. 

“Bigelow accomplished this, and, be- 
cause of what he did, secured the exclu- 
sive right to the machine which he had 
thus constructed; but he did not thereby 
acquire an exclusive right to what others 
had contributed to the art before he con- 
structed his improved machine. When, 
therefore, the defendant made the same 
use of the prior art of which Bigelow 
himself had made use, and abstained 
from any trespass upon the rights which 
Bigelow had acquired in his improve- 
ments, the defendant was doing only that 
which it had the right to do.” 

A. L. H. Streer. 





Checking Collection Charges 

The Canadian Mill & Elevator Co., Il 
Reno, Okla., following numerous un- 
pleasant experiences in having banks 
make gross overcharges for handling col- 
lection items, adopted a plan of attach- 
ing a small slip to documents sent for 
collection giving a schedule of customary 
charges. It has found the plan very 
satisfactory, and, so far, no bank has 
refused to handle papers at the named 
rates, although some of them previously 
charged $2.50@3 for car-lot collection 
items. 

The slip employed is worded as follows: 


NOTICE! 

A good many banks handle collections for 
15c per $100 and large items at the rate of 
10c per $100. 

Very few banks exceed the 
schedule in their charges: 

Rates fot Collection and Exchange 
Amount— ° 
SO DE BOE: Wie Babb 4a bs 5 Sek KURES Feo ee $ .15 
Over $50 to $100 2 
Over $100. to $300 
Over $300 to $500 
Over $500 to $800 . 
See See We ee a ch acces owesbovcee.. 1.26 
Over $1,200 to $2,000 ..........5..0%5-- 1.50 


If you cannot handle this item on basis 
of these rates, kindly return it immediately, 
advising amount of charges you purpose 
making. 

We inclose addressed, stamped enve!ope 
for either return or remittance. 

—Canadian Mill & Elevator ©». 

El Reno, Okla. 


following 





1.00 





London Flour Imports 
Arrivals of flour in London on the 
steamships named, between Nov. 7 «nd 
21, in bags of 140 lbs, were: 


From Boston per ss. Cambrian— 
99 


i Oe rr 500 
Excelsior ...... GOO Germ ....0+0.-- 899 
Homeland ..... 5,000 Yeoman ......- $96 
Can. Wonder... 494 


From Montreal per ss. Corinthian— 
| errr er are ee Pee 
From New York per ss. Valeria— 


1,000 


500 


Mona .......... 500 Arlington .:.... 
Gphims ..cccsee 2,000 

From Baltimore per ss. Missouri— a 
Ee eee 500 Sphinx .......- 1,000 
Superlative .... 530 

From Montreal per ss. Ascania— — 
| Re ror eri eiw rrr cs ee, Tee eee 000 


From Montreal per ss. Lake Michigan— 


MEE ied dhe cd 45.6055 Kabab eee tekp ese 1,000 


From New York per ss. Mesaba— “ 
L. M. over B... 155 Consolidated ... 150 
CFOS ceccscvees 1,550 Sphinx ......-- 500 

From Boston per ss. Anglian— - 
eer 2,000 Lifeguard ..... 500 
Homeland ..... 500 Stupendous .... 500 
Colonial ....... 500 Masterful .....- 500 
Stellaria ....... 1,750 Our Reputation. 500 

PN 849 Queen’s Supve.. 500 
Pedestal ....... 1,000 Imp. Sunlight... 500 
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baer Government Report 


. W. Craig, Shane Bros. & Wilson Co., 
phiiadelphia: A government report will 
be issued Dec. 18, giving the estimate of 
the area sown to winter wheat and its 
condition on Dec. 1. There have been 
years when the final estimate of crops 
has greatly exceeded all earlier estimates, 
and while there is no reason to expect 
that the final report will differ materially 
from the estimates already published, it 
is among the possibilities. 








‘Special Notices 


The rate for advertisements in this de- 
partment is 20 cents per line (seven words 
to the line); minimum charge, $1. 

For the benefit of those out of a position, 
advertisements of Situations Wanted will be 
accepted at one-half the above rate, 10 cents 
per line (seven words to the line); minimum 
charge, 60 cents. 

‘Display’ advertisements will not be in- 
serted at the line rate, but will be charged 
for at the rate of $3 per column inch. 

Only advertisements entitled to Special 
Notice classification will be accepted for 
publication herein. 

Advertisements under this heading are 
transient and the advertisers’ responsibility 
is not necessarily vouched for by The North- 
western Miller, 

Copy for advertisements in this depart- 
ment must reach us by Saturday to appear 
in the issue of the following Wednesday. 

Cash should accompany all orders. 











HELP WANTED 








COMPETENT EXPERIENCED FEED MAN 
wanted for position as sales-manager. Ad- 
dress, with full information, Tioga Mill & 
Elevator Co.,, Waverly, N. Y. 





WANTED—MILLER-MANAGER FOR 125- 
bb! mill; $200 needed to buy present mill- 
er’s share; mill doing good business. Ad- 
dress 396, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis, 





EXPERIENCED FLOUR SALESMAN 
wanted for a spring wheat mill in North 
Dakota, for Illinois and Iowa trade; com- 
mission basis. Address ‘“X Y Z,”’ 417, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





HIGH-CLASS SALESMAN WANTED BY 
large spring wheat mill in Virginia, North 
and South Carolina and Tennessee; give 
age, experience and references. Address 
418, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





SALESMEN WANTED FOR BASTERN 
and western Pennsylvania, also New Jer- 
sey; men residing in the center of their 
territory preferred; good opening for high 
grade men; address, giving references. 
Address 403, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis, 








SALESMEN WANTED—KANSAS MILL, 
2,000 bbls capacity, wants two high-grade 
salesmen at once—one for central states 
territory and one for the Southeast; must 
have clear records and highest references; 
no question about salary to right men; 
give full particulars first letter. Address 
365, care Northwestern Miller, 231 Ex- 
change Building, Kansas City, Mo. 








SITUATIONS WANTED 





YOUNG MAN WITH FIVE YEARS’ EX- 
perience wishes position as second miller 
in mill, 100 to 600 bbls; energetic, ac- 
commodating and interested; references. 
Address 406, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis, 

WANTED—POSITION AS HEAD MILLER; 
wide experience wheats and systems; mar- 
ried and absolutely dependable; can get 
results; employer’s interest is my interest; 
references, Address 408, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 

YOUNG MAN WOULD LIKE POSITION AS 
miller in flour mill up to 250 bbis; nine 
years’ experience as miller; hard wheat; 
guarantee best quality and yield; can fur- 
nish references, Address 371, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 


MR. MILL OWNER—CAN YOU USE A 














high-grade aggressive flour salesman? 
Have four years’ successful sales record 
with large mill and two years’ previous 


experience as credit man. For particulars 
address P, O. Box 230, Cleveland, Ohio, 
- HE AD MILLER IN MILL OF 300 TO 
‘0 bbls; wide experience in all branches 
of modern milling; well posted in cereal 
milling as well as wheat milling; guaran- 
tee Al results; can come at once. Address 
101, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


EXPERT ACCOUNTANT DESIRES POSI- 
tion with live milling or grain concern 
where ability and established reputation 
are a requisite; experienced in buying and 

Sc.ung aid have had the management of a 

line of elevators. Address 391, care 

_ Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


WANTED—STEADY POSITION AS SEC- 
ond miller in 400-bbl mill or larger; 20 
years’ experience, hard and soft wheats, 
all systems; can produce results; good at 
repairing; married; can come at once; 
State particulars; references. Walter Bon- 
nard, 612 Maple, Coffeyville, Kansas, 
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INDUSTRIOUS, TEMPERATE SALESMAN, 
age 30, now employed, seven years’ ex- 
perience New York and Pennsylvania car- 
lot trade, desires connection with north- 
western or southwestern mill; can sever 
present connection at any time. Address 
415, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


YOUNG MAN WITH BROAD KNOWLEDGE 
of milling business and special facility in 
sales-management, office-management, ad- 
vertising and correspondence wants open- 
ing affording scope for initiative, energy 
and good judgment; excellent credentials. 
Address 264, care Northwestern Miller, 
Board of Trade Building, Kansas City, Mo. 








CHEMIST AND MECHANICAL ENGINEER, 
university graduate, several years’ experi- 
ence in flour mills in Europe, well ac- 
quainted with German and English sys- 
tems of milling, was superintendent of a 
large flour mill and linseed oil mill in 
Belgium, desires position as chemist in a 
flour mill in this country or any foreign 
country. E. Lammens, 236 West Twenty- 
second Street, New York City. 


MILL OWNERS AND OTHERS IN NEED 
of help are advised that this paper has on 
file the names of many head and second 
millers, millwrights, engineers, packers, 
grain buyers and kindred help; also names 
of managers, sales-managers, flour sales- 
men, office men, bookkeepers, etc. Infor- 
mation and assistance toward placing 
employers in touch with competent help 
freely offered. The Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis, Minn., or branch offices. 











BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 








WANTED AT ONCE—MAN WITH MONEY 
to put in an up-to-date flour mill and 
electric light plant in the Rosebud coun- 
try. Write D. W. Forbes, Burke, Greg- 
ory Co., 8. D. 








MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 








FOR SALE—WATER-POWER MILL, 20 
bbls, in northeastern Washington; only 
two mills in county. For particulars ad- 
dress 414, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 


FOR SALE—100-BBL MILL IN GOOD CON- 
dition, steam power, located in western 
Minnesota; plenty of wheat at mill door; 
price $15,000. Address 5, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 


FOR SALE—A 175-BBL FLOUR MILL, 
with electric light and power plant, all 
lights and wire in town included; light 
pays for all expenses; a snap for $16,000. 
Address 388, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 








A 2-BBL LIGHTNING SIFTER MIXER OF 
J. H. Day Co., Cincinnati, manufacture, in 
good condition; just the kind you need 
for pancake, bran or biscuit flour. Inquire 
of Bohart Products Co., Clinton, Iowa, 


FOR SALE—COMPLETE MODERN FLOUR 
blending plant with lease of building, lo- 
cated on the Chicago Junction railway, 
with best switching facilities in Chicago; 
capacity for blending 500 to 600 bbis in 
10 hours; room to store 10,000 bbis of 
flour; all in first-class working order; will 
be vacated soon for larger quarters. Ad- 
dress 389, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 








FOR SALE—ONE PRACTICALLY NEW 
Twin City cross compound engine, rope 
drive, in perfect condition; size 14 and 
28 by 36 inches, capable of developing 
from 300 to 380 h-p; only run about four 
years; also one 500 h-p Cochrane feed 
water heater, one Twin City belt drive 
condenser, two tubular boilers 64 inches 
by 18 feet, licensed for 125 lbs steam 
pressure; one Smith Vale steam-driven fire 
pump; one belt drive boiler feed pump, 
together with all steam gauges, vacuum 
gauges, piping, fittings, and everything 
that goes with a first-class steam plant; 
this is no junk, but a first-class steam 
plant in every respect; reason for selling, 
have put in electric power. Address Ten- 
nant & Hoyt Co., Lake City, Minn, 
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FOR SALE OR TRADE 
Up-to-date 250 barre] Steam Roller Flour- 
ing Mill, Brick Buildings, located in Séuth- 
ern Minnesota, with established tradeson 
Mill Brands, enjoying transit privileges on 
Wheat and ducts. Reason for selling, 
owner wants to retire from active business. 
Address 381, Care Northwestern Miller. 





t ; 
QoU® Vig 
RAPOREL 


STEAMSHIP LINE 
0, West Indian Ports“ 


&, 17 BATTERY PLACE 
4, NEW YORK wy 
<7) co 

















FOR SALE 


To close an estate. 200 
barre] flour mill with mod- 
ern equipment located in 
best milling section of 
New York state. Reply 

“Opportunity,” care 
Northwestern Miller, 16 
BeaverSt., NewYork,N.Y. 








CODES 


The Riverside Code 

1901 Edition revised and corrected under 
the auspices of the Bureau International 
dts Administrations Télégraphiques, 
Berne, Switzerland. The only modern 
Millers’ Code in existence. Used exclu- 
sively by the leading Export Millers of 
America. 


Price, One ae $3.00 
Inlotsof 6 . . $2.75 each 
In lotsof 12 . . 2.50 each 
In lotsof 25 . é 2.25 each 
In lotsof 50 , 2.00 each 
In lots of 100 5 1.50 each 
The A BC Code 
Fourth Edition ‘ A é $ 5.00 
Fifth Edition . ° ; 10.00 
New Revised Edition ; . 15.00 
The Al Code 
Per Copy . ° ° ‘ ° $7.50 


FOR SALE BY 


THE NORTHWESTERN MILLER 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


OR BY ANY OF ITS BRANCH OFFICES 





FOR SALE—A 75-BBL STEAM FLOUR 
mill and 30,000-bu elevator, located best 
wheat section central Missouri; 20 years 
established business; part terms, if neces- 
sary. Address 377, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 





I HAVE FOR SALE 35- TO 40-BBL WA- 
ter-power mill, fine 1l-room house and 
15 acres land; no incumbrance; all in 
first-class condition; I am neither sick, 
too old to run it, or any excuse of that 
kind, but I wish to retire, and to parties 
that have the cash I will give bargain 
they cannot pick up every day; this is 
only exchange mill in county, and is run- 
ning 11 to 14 hours a day; located in 
southern Minnesota on the Zumbro River 
on C., M. & St. P. R. R. F. G. Colburn, 
Jarretts, Minn. 





HUSBAND DROWNED, WIDOW MUST 
sell property; includes water-power of 8-ft 
head, concrete dam and sluice ways, 
nearly new 25-50 bbl rye and wheat flour 
mill, sawmill with plenty custom work, 
good farm of 125 acres, with modern 
buildings, stock and machinery, electric 
light plant for all buildings; located in 
Wisconsin; property clear; will be sold for 
$21,000, half cash, balance long time at 
going rate; owner must leave vicinity. 
Address C. W. Nelson, corner 7th and 
Chicago, Manitowoc, Wis. 


NEBRASKA MILL PROPERTY FOR SALE 
—The property of the Wahoo Mill Co., 
consisting of 200-bbl mill and 20,000-bu 
elevator, large flour house, steam power 
plant with Corliss engine, will be sold at 
Wahoo, Neb., on Tuesday, Dec. 19, 1916, 
at 2 o’clock p. m., to the highest bidder. 
This property is complete and in running 
order, is located on one-half block of 
deeded land, and on siding of C., B, & Q. 
R. R., with switch to C. & N. W. Ry. No 
incumbrance. Wahoo is the county seat 
of Saunders County, a town of 2,500 
population, located in the finest wheat belt 
of eastern Nebraska. Further information 

















gladly furnished. Ed. Lehmkuhl, trustee, 
Wahoo, Neb. 
MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE — SECOND-HAND VICTOR 


wheat heaters and Beall wheat steamers, 
tested and guaranteed good as new for 
work, at half price. Willford Mfg. Co., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


FOR SALE—ONE 18x42 GIRDER TYPE 
Allis Corliss engine of 200 h-p at 100 Ibs 
pressure, with 14-ft fly-wheel, in first-class 
running condition; replaced with motors. 
Updike Milling Co., Omaha, Neb. 


FOR SALE — ONE: CROSS - COMPOUND 
condensing Corliss engine, about 250 h-p, 
two horizontal return tube boilers, 60 in. 
by 18 ft., with fittings. Address 385, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 














The Strong-Scott Mfg. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


Why Do You Audit 
Your Books? 


Why Not Audit Your 
Raw Materials and 
Finished Products? 


It’s Much Cheaper and 
More Profitable in 
Results. 


We Can Do It. 


Co. 
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LEADING STEAMSHIP & TRANSPORTATION LINES: 








The Northwestern Miller commends the following lines to shippers. They advertise because they want flour business. 
In their own interest they will give it careful attention. 








FURNESS, WITHY & CO., Ltd. 


F URNESS | LINES 


Fortnightly Sailings—BOSTON to LIVERPOOL (Furness Warren Line) 
Regular Sailings—NEWPORT NEWS (VA.) and NORFOLK (VA.) 
to LIVERPOOL 


NEWPORT NEWS (VA.) and NORFOLK (VA.) 
. to LONDON (Furness Virginia Line) | 
ny Sailings—ST.JOHN’S (N.F.) and HALIFAX toLIVERPOOL 
(Under Contract with the Canadian Government) 
"Fortniglitly Sailings—HALIFAX(N.S.) and ST. JOHN(N.B.) toLONDON 
(Under Contract with the Canadian Government) 
Monthly Sailings—ST. JOHN’S (N.F.) to LONDON direct. 
Fortnightly Sailings—PHILADELPHIA to LONDON 
(Furness Philadelphia Transatlantic Line) 
Fortnightly Sailings NEW YORK to CARDIFF 
Regular Sailings—NEW YORK to LEITH and DUNDEE 
PHILADELPHIA to LEITH and DUNDEE 
BALTIMORE to LEITH and DUNDEE 
Fortnightly Sailings—PHILADELPHIA to GLASGOW 
Fortnightly Sailings BALTIMORE to MANCHESTER 
(Furness-Johnson-ManchesterLiners J ointService) 
Fortnightly Sailings—PHILADELPHIA to MANCHESTER 
(Manchester Liners, Limited) 
Direct deliveries from cars through covered piers to steamers. 
Special attention given to handling and pro 7% forwarding of flour to London, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Cardiff, Glasgow, Leith, Dundee and Aberdeen. 
Also Agents for 
LLOYD SABAUDO—Fast Italian Mail Line New York to Naples and Genoa. 
SWEDISH-AMERICAN LINE—Express, Freight and Passenger Services, also 
SWEDISH AMERICA MEXICO LINE—Regular Direct Sailings from New York to 
Gothenburg. 
PRINCE LINE—Regular Services New York to Brazil and River Plate, South 
and African Ports. 


For further particulars apply to Generat AGENTS 


Furness, Withy & Co., Ltd. James P.Robertson,G.W.P.A. 
New York, 32 Broadway. 111 West Jackson Boulevard, 
Boston, Mass., 4 Liberty Square. Chicago, Ill. 


Philadelphia, Pa., Bourse Building. nell 
Baltimore, Md., Chamber of Commerce. F. C. Thom 

Newport News, Va. Board of _ Building, 
Norfolk, Va., 711 Law Building. Toronto, Canada. 





: ‘From 
NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA BALTIMORE 


(Weekly Service) (About Every Ten Days) 


8. 8. MINNEWASEA .,,......... 14,220tons §.S. MICHIGAN............... 10,000 tons 
8. 8. MINNETONKA........... 13,400 tons 8. OT See 10,000 tons 
8.8. MINNEAPOLIS .......... 13,400 tons 8.8. MISSISSIPPI............. 7,000 tons 
8. 8. MINNEHAHA.,,..,......... 13,400 tons 8.8 0) ON res 5,500 tons 
8.8. MARQUETTE............ 10,000 tons 8. 8. MINNESOTA............. 5,500 tons 
8. S. MENOMINEE............ 10,000 tons 8.8. MARYLAND.............. 7,000 tons 
ee eee 10,000 tons 3 RRSP ESS 7,000 tons 
MTs BEARER OG acne s ciscccctos 10,000 tons 8 Meh oW Lave conv ncade od 5,500 tons 


The New York Service is equipped with Large, New, Elettric-Lighted, Steam-Heated Steamers, 
carrying only first cabin passengers. All cabins on deck. Thorough ventilation. Special atten- 
tion paid to quick clearance of flour shipments to London, Leith, Aberdeen and Dundee. 


11 Broadway, New York 327 South La Salle Street, Chicago, Il. 
Bourse Building, Philadelphia 418 Guaranty Building, Minneapatte, Minn. 
Chamber of Commerce Bidg., Baltimore 1101 Locust Street, St. Louis, Mo. 

38 Leadenhall Street, E. C., London. 








Newport News 


New York 
To New Orleans 


BELFAST | | A.W. Duckett & Co. 


& DUBLIN INCORPORATED 


from STEAMSHIP AGENTS 
) BALTIMORE and BROKERS 


The following General Offices, 17 Battery Place 
first-class steamers make regular sailings : NEW YORK 





LORD DUFFERIN . . . 7,000 tons Cable Address, “KODUCKETT" at all offices. 
LORD CHARLEMONT .. 5,000 tons . ee 

LORD ANTRIM . 500 tons Consignments solicited 

LORD LONDONDERRY . 4,200 tons — 

LORD LANSDOWNE 3,800 tons United States and Canadian 
LORD ERNE . . 6,500 tons Agents for 

LORD DOWNSHIRE : ; 7,000 tons 

LORD ROBERTS. . , 6,500 tons 


And other steamers as required. 
Through Bills of Lading issued to Various 
Points in Ireland. 


Royal Belgian Lloyd 


(Lloyd Royal Belge Sté. An.) 


The Atlantic Transport Co., Agents Direct Weekly Services 
327 South La Salle St., Chicago New York to France 
Chamber of Commerce Bidg.,Baltimore (Ultimately intended for Belgium) 


418 Guaranty Loan Bidg., Minneapolis 
1101 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. Rates and sailing dates on application 























WHITE STAR LINE—AMERICAN LINE 


Superb Passenger, Mailand Freight Steamers 
Regular Sailings New York to Liverpool 


Special Attention Given to the Handling of Flour 


D. Roth, G. W. F. A., 327 So. La Salle Street, Chicago 
For particulars apply to r. 0. Martin, N.W.F. - 418 Guaranty Building, ianeagelie, * cand 
E. J. McConnell, 8. W. F. A., 1101 Locust Street, St. Louis, M 





(| SWEDISH AMERICA MEXICOLINE | 


Regular direct sailings from New York 
to Gothenburg 















Furness, Withy & Co., Ltd., General Agents, 32 Broadway, New York City 
Jas. P. Robertson, Gen’! Western Agent, 111 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 

















SCANDINAVIAN-AMERICAN LINF 


REGULAR DIRECT SAILINGS FROM 


New York to Christiania, Copenhagen, Stettin and Baltic Ports 


"Ss Ai Now York: to Fumch, Ba SPared Co Also from Boston, Philadelphia, Balti- 


At Philadelphia, to J eCarthy more and New Orleans to Copenhagen 





At } ary to Robert. Ra: Co. 

At Boston. to’ A. ©. Lombard's "s Sons. and Baltic Ports 

At Chie < tot Dd. . | "C Ww. - > Special attention given to prompt forwarding 
327 So. Salle St., Room 92. of Flour to All Seandinavian Ports. 


SAVE STORAGE AT SEABOARD 


SHIP BY 


TEMPLEMAN STEAMSHIP CO. 


Regular Sailings by 100 Al Steamers 
N. Y. & Baltimore—Rotterdam N. Y. & Baltimore—Genoa 
N. Y. & Baltimore—Liverpool 
New York—17 Battery Place Baltimore—Calvert Building 














Norwegian America Line 
New York to Bergen, Stavanger, Christiansand and Christiania 


BENHAM & BOYESEN, Coes Agents, BrrGEeR OsSLanD, 
8-10 Bridge St., New York Marquette Bldg., Chicago, Ill. 


The United States Shipping Co. 


Regular Sailings Direct from NEWPORT NEWS and NORFOLK to 
ROTTERDAM AMSTERDAM GLASGOW 
Flour Shipments a Specialty 
Cars unloaded at covered i piese direct to steamers. 
to any of the agents of bi Kanawha Despatch, Cumberland 
x a &W » and § Air Line Railways and the Atlantic 
Coast Line, also to D. J. Donovan, General Western Agent, 327 So. La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. 


THE UNITED STATES SHIPPING CO., Maritime Building, New York, N. Y. 











Pere Marquette Railroad tag, Mover, Meshowes sat Rowennes 
The Car Ferry Route across Lake Michigan. 
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REMOVE YOUR BLINKERS 
Captain Koenig of the Deutschland 





rmarked on the occasion of his last 


visit, “The submarine is the coming war 
vessel; the man who can’t see it wears 
blinkers.” These are the words of a man 
of experience; one who understands the 
submarine and knows it as it is, but the 
submarine, as Captain Koenig knows it, 
isa mere toy compared to the Twentieth 
Century Peace Maker and a submarine 
combined. 

The efficiency of the submarine has 
been fully demonstrated. The efficiency 
and practicability of the recoilless gun 
have heen fully demonstrated. It is now 
being inanufactured and is for sale by a 
New Jersey corporation, for use on air 
craft. Our naval friends are aware of 


this, but say the recoilless gun has never 





been demonstrated in combination with a 
submarine. If one of these handsome, 
shoulder-strapped and gold-braided gen- 
tlemen were drowning, he would spurn a 
life preserver were it not labeled “TRIED 
AND APPROVED BY THE UNITED 
STATES NAVY.” It is a burning shame 
that this government will insist upon im- 


posing double duty on our Naval Officers, 


’ viz: A fighting part and a thinking part. 


















































































The kid who takes to the navy, is, by na- 
ture a fighter,—continuous drilling, dis- 
cipline, abject and instant obedience to 
his superiors and by his inferiors is large- 


ly responsible for his intellectual inert- 


. 
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‘TWENTIETH CENTURY PEACK MAKER” 


“ILL FARES THE LAND TO HASTENING ILLS A PREY,” 
WHERE WARS ARE FOUGHT THE GOOD OLD WAY. 


conventional gun of the same caliber. 
The loading is done below water. ‘The 
gun is equally efficient whether raised 
bodily above the water with both ends 


open to the atmosphere or with only the 








ness in later years. Improvements that 


he should welcome with gratitude and 


open arms, can’t be beaten into him with 





a club. As a friend and well wisher of 
the Navy, we urgently recommend that 
in the future no thinking part be im- 
posed upon any Naval Officer,—it is not 
fair; nature ,didn’t fit him for it, and 
had it done so his education would have 
rendered her efforts futile. The trouble 
is he is taught what to think, not how to 
think. Fighters are seldom philosophers, 


and philosophers seldom fighters. 


The submarine shown at the top of the 
page is 360 feet long, and is equipped 
with a recoilless gun which is 120 feet 
long, has an 18-inch bore, and weighs 224 
tons. This gun can be fired at any angle 
up to 45 degrees. It can be loaded, 


trained and fired as expeditiously as a 








COLUMBIAN FEED GOVERNOR 





muzzle protruding above the surface. 
The gun pointer manipulates the gun 
from a casemate on the side of the gun, 
raising it bodily, training and 
firing it with less physical effort 
than would be expended in aim- 
ing and firing an ordinary shot 
gun. Should a sufficiently large 
projectile from the enemy strike 
the gunner’s housing, putting 


him out of commission, the gun 





is manipulated from below deck 
and the gunner replaced by an- 
all 


while everything and everybody 


other in short order, and 


is fathoms below the surface. 


The vessel shown immediately above is 
400 feet long and carries two guns of the 
same dimensions as that first described. 
When the navy ignores this combination 
it is ignoring the law of gravitation. It 
is ignoring mathematics. It is .ignoring 
the fundamental laws of physics. It is 
ignoring common sense and experience. 
It is ruled by prejudice, blind, unreason- 
ing prejudice; prejudice almost criminal 
in. its blindness, but notwithstanding all 
this, we believe that if Congress will jump 
in and help, we can get the Board of 
Naval Ordnance to give it a try out 


before the expiration of the present 


c-——_ - 


nan OEUTY 


COMPANY 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
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The Northwestern Miller believes the following firms to be thoroughly reliable and responsible. 
No others will knowingly be advertised by it. 


AKE OF THE W00 
MILLING CO 


Makers of Manitoba Spring Wheat Hour 
GUARANTEED 


Not Bleached Not Blended 


MILLS AT KEEWATIN, PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE. CABLE ADDRESS:-"“HASTINGS, MONTREAL 
MEDICINE HAT. oc py a - 
(oy-\ =)-\el ei Gos ic 010 ee =) -\-2 2 3 ye 


OFFICES :-MONTREAL & WINNIPEG, CANADA. 
[03 RECEIVING ELEVATORS:- SASKATCHEWAN AND MANITOBA, CAPACITY:- 3,425,000 BUSHELS 


Millers’ Agent and by Advances on 
W. C. OMAND “Millers: szent end Flour and Millfeed é¢vances on. 
Royal Bank Building, TORONTO, ONTARIO Send samples and quotations. 


BAGS 


Jute and Cotton 


Tents, Awnings 
Contractors’ and 
Lumbermen’s supplies 


Montreal—Ottawa—T oronto— Winnipeg 
Parrish & Heimbecker, Ltd. Distributors ot Manitoba Grains to 
Millers and Grain Dealers 


W. A. James, Agent, Vancouver 
WINNIPEG, MAN. TORONTO, ONT. 




















